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ALL SAINTS CHURCH,  
STRANTON CHURCH SERVICES 

 

Sunday 
 8.30am. Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
 
 10.30am.  Service (with childrenôs groups for 3-14s) 
 
 1st  Sunday of the month will be Holy Communion  
 2nd Sunday of the month will be Morning Worship   
 3rd Sunday of the month will be Holy Communion  
 4th Sunday of the  month will be Lighthouse Service 
 
 11.00am. Morning Worship at Burbank Community Church, 
 at Ward Jackson School. 
 
 7.30pm  Youth Fellowship (14 years +) 
 
On the Third Sunday of  each month, Messy Church takes place at   
St Matthewôs Community Centre at 4.00pm. This is a time for parents/
carers and children to have fun together, doing crafts and various 
activities, based on a bible theme. 
 
Occasionally, (2 or 3 times a year) the congregations at Stranton and 
Burbank all come together for the 10.30am service, and this is 
followed by a bring and share meal. 

 
Wednesday Morning 
 10.00am. Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
 at St Matthewôs Community Centre.  

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ aŜǎǎȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ  {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мрǘƘ  
нлмф ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘƛǊŘ  {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ 
aƻƴǘƘ  



о 

And finally . . . 
Many thanks for all the kind messages and cards, generous presents 
and goodwill that attended the party in July to celebrate my 
"retirement".  It was a wonderful, happy, humbling occasion that will stick 
in our memory for some time. 
It is not normal for clergy to "stay put" when they retire, but that is what 
Elspeth and I plan to do, at least for the short term.  However we will 
mainly "disappear" for at least the 6 months that is the minimum the 
Bishop will allow for retiring clergy before considering giving them 
"permission to officiate" (i.e. lead services, baptise people and conduct 
weddings and funerals).  Even then it is not certain what we will do after 
that.  It will bear little resemblance to the ministry I have had the privilege 
of being part of to this point.  So thank you all for having been partners in 
this ministry - and pray with us that we will find the new path and patterns 
through which God in Jesus can be glorified. 
 

One of the better known passages in the Old Testament is in Ecclesias-
tes Chapter 3 - "For everything there is a season, and a time for every 
matter under heaven: a time to be born and a time to die . . . " - and so 
on.  Sometimes people stop reading this too quickly.  The passage 
doesn't make much sense without the later verses: " .. . I know that what-
ever God does endures for ever; nothing can be added to it, nor anything 
taken from it; God has done this, so that all should stand in awe before 
him". 
 

I can't think of a better way of signing off (for the time being, at least) 
than with words from the hymn we sang on the 15th of July: "Angels, help 
us to adore him - you behold him face to face.  Sun and moon bow down 
before him, dwellers all in time and space.  Alleluia, praise with us the 
God of grace". 
 

May the blessing of God, Heavenly Father, who is the alpha and the 
omega, the beginning and the end of everything; His Son who revealed 
His love for us through his reconciling sacrifice; and His Holy Spirit who 
will touch us with that love if only we will open ourselves up to receive it - 
be yours now and in all the future time that God gives you to serve him. 
Andrew 
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Mothers Union 
Earlier this month I went down south to stay with my eldest daughter for 
a few days. Many people thought this was for a mini break. It wasnôt. My 
daughters and I attended a Thanksgiving Service for a very dear family 
friend. Roger and his wife Kate were part of our history, family indeed, 
and Kate really needed our support.  
 
MU has been around a long time also giving support, training and love to 
people in great need, leading people to those who can help in difficult 
situations and offering prayer and encouragement. Our MU Prayer Diary 
Daily enables us to be aware of those members around the world who 
are facing problems, needing encouragement or are helping us in their 
witness to Godôs love and grace in their lives.  
 
Thank you to those who came to support our Strawberry Tea. Thank you 
also to those members who helped in the kitchen and waited on tables. 
All money raised is going to the MU Summer Appeal.  
 
Our Stranton Branch joined with MU members from St Lukeôs at Gelatoôs 
in Seaton for a very enjoyable tea. We had a lovely time chatting, being 
looked after and went home with ódoggy bagsô too! Hopefully more joint 
enterprises soon.  
 
Dates: 
9th August 2pm Mary Sumner Day ï please note to be held at 
Waddington Street Chapel in Durham, as St Nicholas was double 
booked.  
I hope you enjoy the summer ahead and return refreshed in September. 
We restart on Monday 9th September 1.30pm in The Asda Room at St 
Matthewôs Community Centre.  
At the MU Durham Diocesan Service in June the Bishop used this 
prayer:- 
 Remember what God has done. 
 Rejoice in what He is doing.  
 Receive all He shall yet do. 
 Put your hand in His, the God of past, present and future, 
 And walk with Him wherever He may lead, knowing He will walk 
 with you. 
God Bless  
Ann Courtenay 
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From the Home Front 
I have been north to Scotland over the last few days. When we left 
Hartlepool it was warm, but overcast and with heavy showers at times. 
As we travelled northwards the weather was much the same. We arrived 
in Dundee after travelling through rain and drizzle, but returned through 
dry and much warmer weather. Our overnight stop in the Borders saw 
the thermometer rise markedly. We travelled back to Hartlepool in air 
conditioned comfort, but stepped out of the car in bright sunshine to 
temperatures in the high 20s degree centigrade ï the hottest day of the 
year! 
 
As I opened up my conservatory my plants were looking very limp. The 
flower heads were now past their best and the petals falling. Likewise my 
patio tubs were looking forlorn and droopy and the tomato plants in my 
greenhouse were gasping!!! I had to go around them all with a generous 
amount of water, sometimes with added liquid food. The dead flower 
heads needed cutting off. After an hourôs work the plants all looked better 
ï more upright, fuller, ready to bloom, and produce againé 
 
We then had a trip to the beach with our grandson ï we dug in the sand, 
splodged in the sea and sat in the sunshine. After a while we were all 
sandy, damp, sweaty and uncomfortable, but a cooling ice-cream and a 
walk in the shade of trees in the park followed by long glasses of cool 
water soon revived us.  
 
It is important that plants, animals and humans all need to have warmth, 
then again also shade, care and water if they are to thrive, live life to the 
full and successfully produce the next generation. God ensures we have 
all we need ï but we humans require the additional spiritual nourishment 
that only building a relationship with Father God, His son our Saviour and 
the Holy Spirit can give to bring joy, fulfilment and salvation. Without the 
Love of God we wither and die inside, our lives feel worthless and our 
happiness transient. 
 
God is just waiting to be invited into your life ï so ask Him in today ï the 
outcome will be worth it. 
J.A.R. 
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Ordination of Priests  
Saturday 29

th
 June in Durham Cathedral 

Bishops Paul and Sarah after the ordination with Clive Clive ordained & vested 

 

Michelle and Clive enjoying their special day. 
 

Michelle with family and supporters 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Michelle looking 
a bit worried about what comes nexté. 

 

Stranton supporters 
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Bekah Moore came to support Clive too 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The trials and tribulations were 
eased by support from Angela, Ben 

& Joseph 
 

A large number of Stranton and 
Burbank congregations joined with 
family, friends and supporters of 
Clive and Michelle to attend their 
ordination to the priesthood at 
Durham Cathedral which was 
presided over by Bishop Paul and 
Bishop Sarah.  

 
The eleven ordinands were presented to Bishop Paul by the Archdeacons. Their 
calling and faith were affirmed and legal checks verified. The Bishop declared to 
the congregation the roles of a priest and asked the ordinands to affirm their faith 
and spoke of how they were to fashion their future lives as servants of Jesus. 
Prayers were said over each ordinand by their sending ministers and hymns were 
sung. Then all the candidates were each signed with the cross, using Holy Oil, on 
their hands. Then Bishop Paul blessed each one with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
The training incumbents (Norman for Clive and Michelle) moved their stoles from a 
diagonal sash to a scarf position as a sign of their status. They were then 
presented to the congregation amidst thunderous applause. 
 
They all helped administer communion to everyone attending. At the end of the 
service Bishop Paul led the new priests back to the font where he gave each one a 
Bible as a sign of the authority given to them by God to preach the gospel of Christ 
and to minister the Holy Sacraments.  
J.A.R. 
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First Communion for Michelle and Clive 
Sunday 30

th
 June 

 

Michelle presided at 8:30 Communion now able to perform 
all the priestly duties.  

 

 
 

Chocolate and music to 
celebrate this special day 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Clive presided over the 10:30 Family Communion 
and it was fitting for him to be robed. 
Norman spoke at both services. He referred to Mo Farrah and how athletes need to 
work hard with relentless determination, he spoke of the story of the fruit tree in the 
Bible which stood still and rested in the Lord in order to bear fruit and then how 
amateur dancers on Strictly Come Dancing rely on the professional dancer to train 
and guide them through the competition. These analogies were all to advise our 
newly ordained priests that the value of their ongoing hard work is linked to the 
ability to trust in God and to follow the lead of the Holy Spirit. God will then enable 
them to reflect His love as they persevere in obedience, and tune in to His peace. 
They need to share the load but know when to say no to some things, so that they 
can say yes to others. These words were not just for Clive and Michelle, but also for 
all of us as we follow Godôs plans in our lives. 

 

Communion successfully completed 
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Retirement for Rev Andrew Craig 
 

Andrew and Elspeth Craig 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Andrewôs final Communion 
service in Stranton  

was on Sunday 14th July 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Stanton memorabilia as a parting gift 
from the congregations ï recycled of 

course! 
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Retirement Party for Rev Andrew Craig 

 

 
Guests attended from churches supported by Andrew ï St Lukeôs and St 
Cuthbertôs Billingham, St Lukeôs Hartlepool, St Aidanôs and Holy Trinity, 
Bellringers, Food Bank and those who have known and supported Andrew during 
his time at Stranton pre and post ordination. 

 

 

Rev Norman Shave spoke of Andrewôs 

contributions to the ministry over the years. 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suitably 

embarrassed Andrew and Elspethé.    Rev Roz Hall from Holy Trinity   
          West View thanked Andrew   
          for all his support. 
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Area Dean 
Janet Burbury thanked Andrew for his work for 
the Deanery over the years. 
 

Rev Gemma, plus 
Maggie, of St Aidanôs and St Columbaôs present a gift 
in appreciation of all Andrewôs help. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
A beautiful 

handmade wooden bowl from a talented 
member of St Lukeôs congregation.  
 

 

A prayer from Rev Clive in thanks for all that 
Andrew has done in the furtherance of Godôs 
work throughout his years in the ministry and a 
blessing for is future in retirement.  
 

 
Diana 
Wanduragala and 
Rev Debbie Wilson 

visiting from New Zealand. 
 
 
The familiar face of Rev David Chadwick ï Chad- 
who came to Stranton as an Oasis Youth Team Member many years ago. 
 
A wonderful supper and a chance to reacquaint with old friends, meet new friends 

and chat about all that the Rev Andrew Craig has achieved over the yearsé 
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Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ CŀƛǘƘ {ǳǇǇŜǊ Σ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ŘǊƛƴƪǎ 
ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘΦ ¢ŜŀΣ /ƻŦŦŜŜ ŀƴŘ WǳƛŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘΦ 
tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ  ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƛŎƪŜǘǎ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ лмпнф уфпллс ƻǊ ǎŜŜ ¢ǊƛǎƘ tƭŀȅŦƻǊΣ 
bƻǊƳŀƴ {ƘŀǾŜΣ aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜΣ /ƭƛǾŜ Iŀƭƭ ƻǊ aŀǳǊŜŜƴ  
!ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΦ 

¢ƛŎƪŜǘǎ ϻн ϧ ϻр ŦƻǊ CŀƳƛƭȅ ¢ƛŎƪŜǘǎ 

{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ рǘƘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ сΦол-млǇƳ ŀǘ 
{ǘ aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ŜƴǘǊŜ 

9ƭǿƛŎƪ wƻŀŘΦ 

[ƛǾŜ aǳǎƛŎ ōȅ 

 {ǳƴƴƛǎƛŘŜ-ǳǇ 
/ŜƛƭƛŘƘ .ŀƴŘ 

IŀǊǾŜǎǘ  
/ŜƛƭƛŘƘ {ƻŎƛŀƭ  

!ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎ {ǘǊŀƴǘƻƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

Overload 
For God sake stop doing 
things all over the place! 

(or non stop). 
Wait patiently in between. 
One thing at a time. 

 

M.C.D. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjEvNa-sc_NAhWmD8AKHcrsBQQQjRwIBw&url=http://www.jenningswire.com/metaphysics/practical-spirituality/aura-colors/&bvm=bv.126130881,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCN
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{ǘŜǾŜƴ aŎ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭ 
wƻƻŬƴƎ /ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ 

 

от DǊŜǘŀ !ǾŜƴǳŜ 
IŀǊǘƭŜǇƻƻƭ 
¢{нр р[9 

 

¢ŜƭΥ лмпнф ннмтуп 
CŀȄΥ лмпнф нумслф 
aƻōƛƭŜ лтурл фнрмуо 

 

aŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 
CŜŘŜǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ wƻƻŬƴƎ 

/ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎ 

!ŘŀƳ .ŀǊǘƻƴ 
WƻƛƴŜǊ ϧ /ŀǊǇŜƴǘŜǊ 

 

 

¢ƛƳŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƧƻƛƴŜǊΣ 
aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ǿƻǊƪ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ 

LƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŘƻƻǊǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǘȅ 
 

 

лтутт омслол 
ŀŘŀƳΦōŀǊǘƻƴϪƭƛǾŜΦŎƻΦǳƪ 
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WƻŀƴƴŀΩǎ tƻƻŎƘƛŜǎ 
tŀǊŀŘƛǎŜ 

 

мпт 9ƭǿƛŎƪ wƻŀŘ 
IŀǊǘƭŜǇƻƻƭ 
¢{нс ф.² 

 

tŜǘ {ƘƻǇ  
ϧ  

5ƻƎ DǊƻƻƳƛƴƎ 
 

лмпнф нтллрс 

YΦ ²Φ aƻƴƪƳŀƴ 
.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 

 
 

WƻƛƴŜǊȅΣ DƭŀȊƛƴƎΣtǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ 
wŜǇŀƛǊǎ ϧ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ²ƻǊƪ 

 

 
wŜƎΦ hŶŎŜΥ 
млп 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ ²ŀȅ 
{Ŝŀǘƻƴ /ŀǊŜǿ 
IŀǊǘƭŜǇƻƻƭ 

¢ŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜΥ  
лмпнф нттоур 

IŀǊǘƭŜǇƻƻƭ  ϧ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ IƻǎǇƛŎŜ 
 

tǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŦǊŜŜ ǇŀƭƭƛŀǝǾŜ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǝŜƴǘǎΦ  
hũŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ƘŜƭǇ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ Σ 

ŀǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƴŀǝƻƴǎΦ  
tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǳǎ ŀǘΥ 

 

!ƭƛŎŜ IƻǳǎŜ ²Ŝƭƭǎ !ǾŜƴǳŜ  
IŀǊǘƭŜǇƻƻƭΦ ¢{нп ф5! 
¢ŜƭΥ лмпнф уррррр 

 

{ǘǊŀƴǘƻƴ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ 
 

/ƻƭƛƴ . DǊƛŶǘƘǎΣ C.LL 
пф {ǘƻŎƪǘƻƴ wƻŀŘ 
IŀǊǘƭŜǇƻƻƭ 
¢{нр м¢· 

 

¢ŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜΥ  лмпнф нулппп 
aƻōƛƭŜΥ лтфоноооттф 

9ƳŀƛƭΥ ǎǘǊŀƴǘƻƴōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŎŜƴǘǊŜϪƘƻǘƳŀƛƭΦŎƻΦǳƪ 
ǿǿǿΦǎǘǊŀƴǘƻƴōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦŎƻΦǳƪ 
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YŜƛǘƘ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ 
hǇƘǘƘŀƭƳƛŎ hǇǝŎƛŀƴǎ 

 
ну ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ wƻŀŘΣ IŀǊǘƭŜǇƻƻƭ 

¢ŜƭΥ лмпнф нтрррм 

.w!.Lb9w 
/!wt9¢{ 

 
нпф ς нрм ¸hwY wh!5 
I!w¢[9thh[ 
¢{нс ф!5 

 
¢9[Υ όлмпнфύ  нтннфу 

[9¢ ¦{ I9[t ¸h¦ D9¢ ¢Iwh¦DI ¸h¦w [h{{ 
 

²ŜΩƭƭ ƎǳƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ  
ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ 
/ŀƭƭ ǳǎ нп ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀ ŘŀȅΦ 

 

a!{hbΩ{ 
C¦b9w![ 5Lw9/¢hw{ 
лмпнф уснлнм 

 

мнф tŀǊƪ wƻŀŘΣ IŀǊǘƭŜǇƻƻƭΦ 
¢{нс фI¢ 

John Harrington 
 

.wL/Y²hwY !b5 .¦L[5LbD 
 

bŜǿ .ǳƛƭŘǎΣ !ƭǘŜǊŀǝƻƴǎ 
ϧ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴǎ 

 
¢ŜƭΥ лмпнф пнллмф 
aƻōƛƭŜΥ лтфслоумнру 

 
CǊŜŜ 9ǎǝƳŀǘŜǎ 
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Bishop Sarah opens St Matthewôs Community Centre Extension 
 

Photographs showing the building of 
the extension to the kitchens and 

storage area.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Civic Mayor, Rev Norman Shave and Bishop Sarah who officially 
opened the extension.  

 
A bouquet to thank Barbara Butcher for            
all the hard work and effort she put in to 
secure the grants required to fund the 
project.  

 

 

A selection of visitors who attended the 
opening 
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Thoughts for August & September 
God sent His Son to save us through persuassion rather than through 
violence, for there is no violence in God. God sent him to call us rather 
than accuse us. He sent him to love us rather than to judge us.    
Anonymous c200 AD 
 

When we begin to follow Christ in his character and teaching, we will 
encounter many who will contradict us, many who will try to forbid us, 
many who will actively seek to dissuade us. This can even occur 
among those who are companions of Christ. Remember, the people 
who tried to prevent the blind man from calling out to Jesus were the 
same people who walked at Christôs side. Whether, therefore, it is a 
matter of threats or flattery or prohibitions, if you wish to follow Christ, 
turn to the cross, endure, bear up and refuse to give in.     
Augustine (354-430 AD) 
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St Lukeôs Garden Party 
Saturday 6

th
 July 

 

The event was opened by Mother Gemma and was 
well attended. There was lots of attractions including 
a coconut shy, facepainting, bouncy castle, balls in 
the bucket & hoopla. There were tombolas and 
raffles, stall of books, bric a brac, cakes, and crafts 
plus refreshments and hotdogs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ward Jackson CE Primary 
After a year working towards SATs and developing their curriculum 
skills Y6 children were given a fitting send off by all the other classes in 
the Leavers Worship.  Each child received a Bible from Rev Andrew 
Craig and Peter Anderson representing Stranton Church and 
Governors. The SATs results are now published and the children should 
be proud of all that they have achieved. School Staff and Governors 
wish them all blessings as they move on to their new Secondary 
schools for transition.  
 

 


