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What do you want? 
 

The Gifts of the Holy Spirit are:- wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miraculous 
powers, prophecy, distinguishing between spirits, tongues, interpretation of 
tongues.

 
(These are listed in 1 Corinthians 12). This chapter finishes with verse 31 

Now eagerly desire the greater gifts. 
 

God clearly says ï ñWhat is your desire?ò. If we are growing in our relationship with 
God, if we are starting to work out óHe wants me to change, He wants me to 
mature, and He wants to give me gifts and abilities that will make a difference in my 
life!ô, Then God will give us the tools to do just that.  
 

If God said to you today ñWhat do you want from Me? Or, What can I give to you 
today?ò - what would your answer be? This is not such a silly question because in 
Mark 10 we see that Jesus says; 
 

ó51 
ñWhat do you want me to do for you?ò Jesus asked him. The blind man said, 

ñRabbi, I want to see.ò 
 
ñGo,ò said Jesus, ñyour faith has healed you.ò Immediately 

he received his sight and followed Jesus along the road.ô 
 

You might even think that is a silly question to ask a blind man! But the question 
then reveals how this blind man had faith that Jesus could give him his desire. The 
faith is a part of the healing in itself. The blind man then chooses to follow Jesus.  
 

So I ask again, ñWhat would you like God to give to you?ò 
Stop and think about this question and then ask God what you desire. I have had 
time to dwell on this for myself and my answer is ï óI want to see into the spiritual 
realm.ô At Jesusô baptism the heavens opened and Godôs voice was heard, the Holy 
Spirit was seen. People got a glimpse into the spiritual realm. Another example is 
when Elisha saw the angels and chariots protecting him from the army which was 
there to kill him. He prayed for his servantôs eyes to be opened and they were and 
the servant saw the chariots. I too want to see the chariots and angels in the 
spiritual realm, this is my desire.  
 

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God 
said, ñAsk for whatever you want me to give you.ò é 

ñ
Give your servant a 

discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and 
wrong.ò 1 Kings 3. 
 

Our third example is well known, and we know that God gave Solomon wisdom 
beyond anyone else! This example also reminds us that God did say to Solomon, 
ñBecause you didnôt ask for wealth or health or death to your enemies 
(Paraphrasing), I will give you what you want.ò This highlights the motivation behind 
what we are asking for? This is a challenging question, which we may need ask to 
ourselves?  
 

And Finally ï I pray that God will give you the desire of your heart. Once you have 
received it, the next part of your homework is to ask God, 
ñWhat do you want from me God?ò 
 
Be Blessed 
Rev Clive 
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Mothers Union 
 

At our June meeting we were able to say óHappy Retirementô and 
Farewellô to Julie Shave ï Julie has played her guitar at our gatherings 
for many years now and will be much missed. We had a shorter meeting 
than usual in order to eat cake, drink tea and chat. Julie was presented 
with an indoor plant and a card filled with many good wishes and thanks 
for being so much a part of our meetings. 
 

I was unable to get to Durham Cathedral for the June Festival Service, 
but will be sent the highlights of our speaker the MU Chief Executive Bev 
Julien and then I can share them with you.  
 

Looking back to last autumnôs MU Connected magazine ï I found it so 
helpful during the time of Covid - that I decided to reread it.  The pre-
Christmas edition is still valid today with items on being stewards of 
creation and being more aware of how we use our resources. 
 

Katie Piper writes on how her faith helped her recovery from the abuse 
she faced in her life. Another item tells of how MU groups helped 
prisonersô families during the Covid time plus a lovely piece on MU 
members in Cornwall who knitted teddies to show children that while 
every human being is different, God values us and loves each one of us 
the same. 
 

In Mothers Union and in our Christian lives we are all different, but loved 
equally by our heavenly Father. 
 

Happy retirement Julie and Norman. Best wishes from all of us at MU. 
 
God Bless 
Ann Courtenay.  
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From the Home Front 
 

 

Coming       and going                                          
 
June has been quite a month reallyé  it started with celebrations for Queen 
Elizabethôs Platinum Jubilee ï tea and street parties, parades, bells, church 
services, beacons, prayers. Meeting with neighbours to celebrate was a 
fantastic event in my street ï despite the cold weather! The organising and 
fund raising around the street enabled contact we have never had before, it 
was wonderful to chat and eat together.  
 

We bade farewell to Rachel and Seth Price who had been with us in 
Stranton for almost 2 years as part of Rachelôs ordinand training within a 
parish. They have been a real blessing to many in services, forest church 
and numerous other areas of church life. We have felt the loss of their 
leaving. 
 

June is ending with another farewell on Norman and Julieôs retirement after 
ten years with us ï this time with tea and cake, ceilidh and supper, a joint 
church service, speeches, gifts plus tears and sadness.  
 

During the month there has been a birth and a death, illness, hospital stays 
and recovery within my circle of friends. My other half went to Spain to 
celebrate a friendôs significant birthday, and he went without me ï he had not 
been on holiday without me since before our wedding! He still managed to 
enjoy himselfé. 
 

Life is full of comings and goings. Some are every-day, temporary - even if 
unexpected. Others are life changing, requiring adjustments or complete 
changes, as people move into or out of our lives, whether itôs retirement, 
moving, birth or death. Comings and goings cannot be avoided, they will 
happen. But when God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit come into our life we can 
be sure they never go! We can ignore them, turn away from them, pretend 
they have left ï but they are still there. Maybe on the edge or in a shadow, 
but no matter where you go, what you do or say, how you behave they will 
not leave you and they are never far away. They are with you because they 
love you unconditionally and they are waiting for the time you invite them 
back to be your Father, Saviour Friend and Guide. I am so grateful that the 
Trinity comes and never goesé. 
 
J.A.R.  
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Farewell Ceilidh Evening on Saturday 18
th
 June 

 

After a long wait, due to Covid, we managed a Ceilidh led once again by 
Sunnyside Up Ceilidh Band. It was a fun evening for young and old, 
regulars and new comers. A bring and share supper was enjoyed as we 
certainly burnt off some calories! 
The photos tell it allé. 
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Central Churches Group Farewell Service for  
Rev Norman and Julie Shave  
on their retirement ï 19

th
 June   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Congregations from Stranton, St Aidanôs and St Columbaôs and St 
Lukeôs gathered for Norman and Julieôs farewell service in Stranton 
Church. After ten years in All Saints Stranton and latterly in The Central 
Group of Churches Norman, with Julie by his side, has led his flocks to 
fulfill the Lordôs work.  

 
Norman preached about Barnabas ï the 
encourager, and he reminded us throughout 
the sermon to remember the poor.  

 
 
 

One last Norman action song with the 
children leading. 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

Norman and Julieôs ten years here have been óinteresting timesô! 
Stranton has had physical changes ï new servery and accessible 
facilities built, new hand rails, ongoing repairs, new lighting, an audio 
visual system installed, Not forgetting a new vicarage too.  
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Leaving gifts included a pair of garden 
seats with joining table and bird feeding 
stations, plus a picture of Stranton Church, 
also a cheque for them to spend on what 
ever they may need in their new home.  

 

A book of memories was presented 
including photographs of events and 
people over the years. So many asylum 
seekers, baptisms, Ward Jackson School 
occasions and ceilidhsé. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunflowers from Sunday Club to brighten the garden in their new home. 
 

 
 
Church wardens from all three churches say farewell. 
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A full church in full voiceé 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
A retirement liturgy to end the service. 
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Coffee Cake & Company Jubilee Afternoon Tea 
On Saturday 4

th
 June in St Matthewôs Community Centre 

 
A personal appearance by HM Queen Elizabeth! 

 
 

A wonderful array of food for all the guests 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    Anticipating what was to come ï Cheryl, Doreen and Sue  

 
 
A tricky royal quiz helped to get 
everyone talking. Thora, Richard and Mike thinking hard! 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Even the St Lukeôs quiz setters 
had to think hard ï we really had 

    to know our royal family in detail! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Huge thanks to all those who helped prepare the food, 
set up the hall, serve and clear away ï you did an 
amazing jobé. 
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St Lukeôs Jubilee Tea Party 
 
Held on Thursday 2nd June the afternoon 
was well 
attended. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
A Queen Elizabeth ll rose was 
planted in the church garden 
by the eldest and youngest 
guests at the tea party.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A delicious tea was followed by a royal quiz. 
 

 
 

Thanks to all who provided this fantastic spread and 
Union Jack cake. A fun afternoon celebrating the Queenôs Platinum 
Jubilee in style. 
 
 
 
 


