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Pentecost: The Birthday of the Church 
 

 Pentecost this year falls on 28th May.  But what is it and why do we 
celebrate it in the church?  Well, the word itself comes from the Greek 
meaning 50th day, which might give us a bit of a clue as to when we 
celebrate it - 50 days after Easter.  It's known as the birthday of the 
church because it is believed that Pentecost Sunday, 50 days after the 
resurrection (and 10 days after the ascension), was the day that the 
promised Holy Spirit descended upon the apostles and many others 
gathered with them.  It's roots are in the Jewish Feast of Weeks, when 
the Jewish culture celebrates the giving of the Ten Commandments by 
God to Moses, 50 days after the Exodus, hence we read in Acts 
2:1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one 
place.  
 
The disciples were doing what Jesus had instructed them to do - they 
were waiting.  And it was on this day that the Holy Spirit fell upon them. 
It's the birthday of the church because it was the day that Jesusô promise 
(in John 14) of the Advocate to be sent by the Father is fulfilled, and itôs 
from this point forward that the Gospel started to spread out throughout 
the world.  This is where and when the apostles were equipped to do 
Godôs work 
  
Itôs from this point that we start to see many people being baptised.  In 
fact, in Acts 2, just after the apostles encounter the Holy Spirit, Peter 
speaks to the gathered crowd and baptises 3000 people. Thatôs the 
power of the Holy Spirit, the power that the Spirit can have in the world 
around us.  The Holy Spirit that filled the place where they 
gathered.  The Holy Spirit that enabled them to speak in other languages 
ï both natural ones and supernatural ones.  The Holy Spirit that drew 
such a huge crowd that Peter was able to baptise 3000 people! 
 
Thatôs what Pentecost is, and thatôs why we celebrate it as the birthday 
of the church!! 
 
Many thanks, 
John 
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Mothers Union 

I was sorry to have to cancel our May meeting and hope to be able to get 
back to normal in this month of June. 
 
Apologies if you havenôt received your Durham Diocese Newsround 
Spring/Summer issue, I do hope to get them to you soon. In the 
Newsround are Durham dates for our diaries ï unfortunately Iôm unable 
to get to some of the meetings but do especially pray for those who can 
manage to go to the Festival Service on 13th June at the Cathedral. 
 
Letôs remember to pray too for our branch, for those who are unwell - for 
freedom from pain or discomfort and for Godôs peace. Pray for our 
church All Saints here in Stranton. Also for John our vicar and all those 
who minister to us.  
 
Thank you  
God Bless  
Ann Courtenay 

Birds of a Feather 

The gardens - front, back and side, are all really busy lately with lots of 
parent birds seeking food for their chicks. Fights break out quite often 
with small birds taking on starlings and even pigeons. 
 
The weather has been quite cool but still many birds turn up daily. Iôm 
very surprised at the dunnocks who get pretty fierce with chasing away 
their first chicks when fledged. The adults frequently have multiple 
partners too! 
 
The side garden is becoming rather crowded with bushes needing 
pruning but that does help to keep avian predators away. I have my 
friendôs dog (Indie) as well as my own dog (Ember), Indie is always stuck 
behind the bigger garden plants! 
 
Enjoy your gardens big or small and the wildlife at this amazing time of 
year ï God makes space for them all. 
 
Ann Courtenay  
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From the Home Front 
 
ANZAC Day (the equivalent of our 
Remembrance Day) was commemorated 
on 25th April 2023 in Australia and New 
Zealand.  
 
Whilst in Australia in February I was able 
to visit the Anzac Memorial and Museum 
in the seaside town of Albany in Western 
Australia. Not only was this port the 
arrival point for some of Australiaôs 
earliest settlers, but it was also the 
departure point for the Anzac forces in 
World War 1 heading for Gallipoli and 

France. It was a very moving experience to climb to the top of the hill to 
the Memorial and to look out over the Bay and its islands and try to 
imagine what it must have felt like for those about to leave their loved 
ones to go to war at the other side of the world. 

 
The Museum enabled its visitors to experience a personal journey 
through the war by allotting you an individual soldier on your entry ticket. 
As you progressed through the building and the events of the war, by 
placing your ticket on a contact point, the life of your soldier unfolded in 
words and pictures. My young soldier was Otto. I discovered all about his 
family - where they had emigrated from and where they had settled in 
Australia. Also insight into Ottoôs close family, his education and working 
life. I found out through family letters, newspaper articles and battle 
diaries all about his voyage to Gallipoli, the landings and the fighting. 
How he was wounded, recovered and was then posted on to France. He 
fought in more battles ï always downplaying the fighting, injuries and 
death going on around him when he wrote home to his family. Otto was 
captured in Northern France and sent to a prisoner of war camp in 
Eastern Germany. He was malnourished, and sick from his unhealed 
wounds received during his capture. However he remained a POW for 
several years and communicated with his family, but three weeks before 
the war ended he contracted pneumonia and died. He was in his early 
twenties. I remember tears falling as his story unfolded and when I found 
out about his death. The futility of war and manôs inhumanity to man, 
mixed with such bravery and feats of endurance led to a tsunami of 
emotions.   
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This wonderful sculpture 
showed the bond between 
cavalry men and their horses. 
But these hardworking loyal 
animals were all euthanised at 
the cessation of fighting ï of 
the hundreds of horses 
transported from Australia to 
Europe only one horse 
returned to Australia ï that 
belonging to the General in 
charge of the Anzac Force. 
 

 
I watched this butterfly land and rest 
on the handrail leading up to the 
memorial. When it took flight it was 
caught in a current of air and blown 
straight out across the bay. Life is 
fragile and we never know when or 
where the crosswinds of life will take 
us. I  felt that my faith in God and my 
Saviour Jesus has been, and will 
continue to sustain me through the 
good and bad events in my life. In 
Him can I trust when there is nothing 

else left ï His unconditional love is freely given from birth to death, no 
matter who or where we are.  
J.A.R. 

Inflation Quiz 
 

I  Which I is a colour seen in a rainbow? 
N  Which N was a cupbearer to a king? 
F Which F was a procurator of Judea? 
L Which L tricked Jacob into marrying? 
A  What A meant Father? 
T  Which T is a port in Lebanon? (Luke Ch.10 ) 
I  Which I has 66 chapters? 
O  What O is a mount? 
N  Which N was a disciple? 
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Rev Cliveôs final service 23
rd
 April 2023 

 

One final magic trick to illustrate a sermon ï 
turning water into wine! 
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The Hall Family move into Clarkson Court seven years ago 
and leave in May 2023 ï the boys are now young men and 

Clive a fully fledged vicar. 
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Installation of Rev Clive Hall at St Matthewôs 
Withernsea 22

nd
 May 

Clive was installed at St Matthewôs Withernsea by Bishop Eleanor, 
Suffragan Bishop of Hull, on a beautiful sunny evening in a church filled 
with deanery clergy, Methodist and UCR ministers, the Mayor, members 
of the community, St Matthewôs congregation members, and a large 
contingent from Hartlepool (including three Stranton Vicars!).  
It was a joyous and spirit filled  service ï a mixture of formal and 
informal; singing was led by the deanery choir and everyone joined in 
enthusiastically.  
Clive led prayers which were inspired by views from the top of the white 
lighthouse almost next door to the church. A lovely time of fellowship 
followed during the buffet.  
It was wonderful to see Godôs plans for Clive and Ang come to fruition. 
They are already feeling at home having been made very welcome by 
the residents of the town. Both are looking forward to doing the Lordôs 
work in Withernsea.  

 
Bishop Eleanor makes the 
Declaration and Oaths 
 
 
Bishop Eleanor anoints 
and blesses Clive 
 
 

 
Clive is presented to his new 
congregation  

 
A rousing welcome from one and all brings smiles 

 
     Cutting the welcome cake 
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Hartlepool supporters 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev Norman Shave, Rev Mike Gilbertson, Rev Clive Hall and  
Rev John Bellï 20 plus years of clergy at Stranton 

Inflation Quiz Answers 
 

I  Which I is a colour seen in a rainbow?    Indigo 
N  Which N was a cupbearer to a king?    Nehemiah 
F  Which F was a procurator of Judea?   Felix 
L  Which L tricked Jacob into marrying?    Leah 
A  What A meant Father?       Abba 
T  Which T is a port in Lebanon? (Luke Ch.10 )   Tyre 
I  Which I has 66 chapters?      Isaiah  
O  What O is a mount?       Olives 
N  Which N was a disciple?      Nathaniel 
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Thank You 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hi All 
 
Thank you so much for a great send off and for a lovely  joint service 
plus all your kind gifts. 
 
We are beginning to settle into our new parish and the house is starting 
to feel like home. 
 
With your generous gift we have been able to buy some lovely garden 
furniture and a three seater swing which when we sit on it, it makes us 
feel relaxed! 
 
It was wonderful to see such a large group of our church family travel 
from Hartlepool, Chester le Street and Chester to support us at Cliveôs 
installation. Their presence was a real blessing to us both.  
 
God bless you all 
Rev Clive and Angela Hall 


