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Why are we here? (The m

Over the | ast few weeks, I hav@avhipeamecl
heroe?

Why are you here? Why am I here? Why are
| t I's probabldyl sbemat hmegtwabki ng about q
mont hs bé&caswsetihti ng | think is really ir

I& a question that has many strands over
We need to ask our shlyv easm aghhyerreen?vi dual s h

in this community, serving in this part.i
mi ght be that we f eel deeply <called to
which is great. It might be @ hlkarnowehdve ed
was an obvious way to get i1 nvolved. May k
It M&y bseo miett Ivien gf uved been doing for y ea
havenreally thought much about it. Thes:
you explore whether there is a better wa
Then there i s t livehybiagrgee rV@E uheesrtei 70 n :

Wh a t i's the purpose of our church in th
How are we supposea@hudacns drhwe ? old sygosuid csoeur
think of this as our individual pari she:¢
one of the individual activities or ser
think of tenwimderatmuwlintail Churches Togeth
herienany strands, many areas.

Church is theiMbdyeot w@€horsthree are gat
am | widh utrhcehm can mean al | Christians r
simply be two or three of us coming toge
As the Body of Chri st we are called to
ki ngdom. There are so many different wa\)
as we seek to bring each and every persc
specifically, are we meant to be doing?
Why are you here? Why am I here? Why are
This is what gives us a sense of pur pos
bel onging and commit mednt goiThgs t bs bsomdt
praying into over the coming m®dnvhsiomsHf
church. What does He have in store for
our community/ communities in the best w
our neighbours, in a loving and meaningf
I encourage you all to explore these quce
through all of wus and he might show us t
| f He does, t hen | watng dalol hiemmart Hirso mt oyg
answer

So | ask you to think, reflect and pray
Grace and Peace,

John



From t he Home Fr on
e t h
g

Li stening to Lectio 365 earl. r
Gred gt houghts about this passage of
Anét.hese | wmyl |hadlry nngo urot ai n,

and make them joyful I n my house o0
their burnt off eriwiglsl abned atchceei prt esda cc

shall be cdlolredaldd phewpd ec
o gathers the outcasts of

f omy house
lGo r, @ h
at her bpet deBhEhssan)hrmady

S
®The R
A will g

Isaiah 56:7-8 (ESVUK)

One of the most surprising things in this passage is
that the community envisaged by Isaiah is to be
marked out by joy (v.7). Not heaviness, but
happiness. Not solemnity, but smiles. ‘Houses of
prayer are meant to erupt frequently with laughter,
celebration, singing, and exclamations of delight.
Why? Because, as Seraphim of Sarov said, “The
Holy Spirit turns to joy whatever he touches”... In
other words, any person or community truly filled
with the Spirit will overflow with the very joy that
effervesces at the heart of the Trinity.***

I |l i stened twice and read these pie
was the emphasis on happiness, S mi |
del i ght, e f-fNeQTv ehsecaevnitn ejsosy or s ol emn
Spirit I's all owed i n, everything toc
joy is the very heart of God, Jesu:
have attended churches, which are s
The Holy Spirit is nonhoahbdpwedessn a
| S found there. Needl ess to say t
congregations and no chil dren, as
nei ther wel comi ng or wi t h no hope
happiness in church when | sing pr
sent by God through members of the
are accepted for t heir energy and
creativity. |t is a place where my
it I s where | ove | staameayewyl yamomeab
J. A. R.
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Please come and join us
Saturday Fth October 2023
2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Every pevny we raise means Macwillan can help wmore people
with cawncer live life as fully as they caw

Fundraising for

Registered with MACM.LLAN
E%%%Ffj‘{%g CANCER SUPPORT
RIGHT THERE WITH YOU

Organised in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support, registered charity in England and Wales (261017) Scotland
(SC039907) and the Isle of Man (604). Also operating in Northern Ireland
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It wi || be a Faith Supper, pl ease bri
Juice wil/l be provided. Pl ease call
01429 894006 or see Trish Playfor,
Wardens and Jacqui Roger s

Donations needed for raffle prizes,
hamper and any unwanted gi fts

Pl ease | et Trish know at the office
Maureen Anderson or the Church Warde
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|& obvi dadusi tidn

( The musings of a priest
This morning | was speakabhibé®npamab
the vineyard owner I n Matthew 20. '
al ways found easier t a8 ufnadceer sit ta,n d me
parabl eais as eabvious and straightfor
mi ght hope.
|l ndeed, the disciples oftiewme tkhmnoouvg ht
because they were forever asking Je.
Jesmespamée obvidud.t Psn
We | | ac® ualoty At conversation over
church membed savedr thewyte fully un:q
The one where al/l the different wor
paid the same at the end of6& trhev dray
| ate for anyo®de gemeseskt ycodl t me a n
those in heaven who have never give
final moments, yet at the | ast, the
I nto the Kingdom.

The |l esson for mei dan dasfsoumealtlhaaf el
obvious to ewerfPonée. speaksnn metaph
I cl ear i n what I say? Something f
What about you? Do we speak <clearly
and insider knowledge in how we spe.
Il n the engineering world before | !
TLAs (Three Letter Abbreviafft ems{) heé:
di fferent meanings for di fferent p
happemnenoctuall y knew what the | et
Jesparables are someti mes the same.
di fferent peopl e, and someti mkesyrealu
understand what Jesus was getting a
and endure his frustration, as dhne i 6
obvi 6us?

And so it is when we talk to other:
onl vy as mat ur e Christians, wi t h 1
understand what they mean.

So t hi nk about not j ust wh at we

understandable and accessible to ot
by what we say? Do we hit t he mar Kk
use a metaphor)?

Grace and Peace,

John



For the first two weeks i n August i
f orll5 year ol dd& ChurScth LRickoem& pmr @ me 4 €
to Friday, with a great team of | e:
attended each day and for those wit
grandparents stayed wattbc@lheaemt Ato w:
have a hot meal toget her . For the
and games When one dad was asked |
was sidnplwas 6bhel Bdahts particularl
me a | As for the children 1t was no
seconds or even thirds Overal/l t
chil dren having fun whil st | ear nin
environment. The team worked extrenm
| am so grateful to everyone for al
j ob So a huge vote of thanks to al
without whiicthaivte dawplpemed.

Bl essings

Hayl ey Liversidge

Community Children & Families Worke
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God 1s holding your
"So do not fear, for | am with you
God. Il wi || strengthen you and he
righteousoright hand.

| saiah 41: 10 N

When we say "yes" to Jesus and folll
a parent you want to keep your chil
hold their handé. alLwaysel okhest dan
Il ndependent and wil | try and wriggl
as a parent you sgqueeze a |ittle ¢t
God has been talking to me | ately
read a verse saying He holds me wi
Him so big and my hands are so0 s ma
me , gently squeezing my hand for r
sees me going down the wrong path.
iEven there your hand will gui dedo me,
Psalms 139:10 NIV

of | ate | have been asking God to
for my | ife and | have had this wri
constantly remind me that He will I
"You wi |l show me the path of 1ife;
Your right hand are pleasures forev
The verse say& prhmeasencne Gosd t he onl
experience full j oy, the |jJoy that
Jesus has all the pleasures and tr
would I go anywhere else |l ooking fo
Hol ding hands with someone iIs quite
town and gr@abhaondeand wal k with the
hold hands with people that you alr
Jesus |l ongs for us to be intimate \
Him | ove us and be close to us. Ev
He wants wus to cuddle up to Him an
our situation and allow Him to rese
Have you ever just sat and asked Je
| f Jesus is holding our hand it mea
So | i nvite you to use your God g
Jesus i s next to you. Now twurn to J
What emotion is His face showing? \
to Him? What i s He wearing? Sit for

It feels to be close to HiIi m.
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| woul d encourage you t
Hi s presence hol ding Hi
ons I

I nstruct. for your i e .
God promises us that He will never
God never | ets go of your hand.
Ang Hal l
Al | Hal |l ows Eve Qui z
A I n whwaats t he term Christian first used?
L Name an Ol d testament? book beginning Witl
L Name another Old testam2nt book beginnin W i
H Wh aHwr odnene men&? t ekel
A Whi dwas Moses brother?
L Name a New testamentlL?ook beginning with
L Whi ¢was a nephew of Abraham?
@) Whi ©Olwas a runaway sl ave?
w On whavta snene men@rti ¢k eln?
S Nam8who was the first Christian martyr?
E Whi Ebhecame a queen
Vv Whi ¥hs the patron saint of Bee Keepers, bhe
14February?
E Whi Ewas the father of Sammuel ?

Communi ties of Ho

OPl ay and Praise toddl er s e slsli:olms
at St ®atCitChew
0Si& Kitchen Monld2ay0 0lpOm OaCta@stCQMat t

Mi ne and Yours a6t tghe uWe IMo,n-@WPO
at St ®atCiChew

OStranton Toddl er-81TO6andagt $BS 00 a
OA Bit of God Time Tuesday &: 00pm
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Central Group Qui"z Se

Teams from Str@&@ntand, S8t Aewlkeup Bn
Ro oms and gave t heir brains and n

§>

guestions set by Jordan. A fun =eve
faith buffet. A keenl|l yOGdaomghits hc oGn a
wi nning. Al | proceeds from the evel
Ai d&anKi tchen,
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dam has transformed the | ocal env
Tay® oDam, It i s exceptionally beauti f
Water is stildl needed though, well s s
t he hospital war ds now have runni ng

accommodati on.

There will always be things to do and
of it, and we trust and rest with thi:
|l f you are interested in finding out
pl ease visit the website www. kil i mati.
| f you would I|Ii ke to buy a bear, or
Cleveland pub on the third Wednesday
wor kshops, and visits to organisation
You can find us on Facebook under Bea
pattern from www. kilimatindetrust.org.
Ji || Barrett

Al | Hal | ows Eve Qui z]| A
A I n what A was the term Chr iAsnttiiaonc hf i § st

L Name an Ol d testament book Leegicrinicupp w
LName another Ol d testament bLoaorke nbteagii pomis

H What Hnewreotnee n®? t ekel Hand
A Which A was Moses brother? Aaron
LName a New testament book begikreni ng wi't
LWhich L was a nephew of Abr dmdm?

O Which O was a runaway sl aveée@hesi mus
W On whatimeM evame nri ¢keln? Wa | |

S Name S who was the first CBlhtephiean mar

EWhich E became a queen Est her

V. Which V is the patron saint of Bee Kee
14 February?

E Which E was the father of Bhkkmanmah?




Are you planning a special celeflgra
and | ooking for a venue?
Have you thought about
St Matthew's Community Centrle?
We have 2 |l arge halls which can accommod]at e
as well as 1 |l arge and 2 small kitchens| fo
One hall is even big enough tod house Ja b
ideal for children's parties
We al so have our own private car park and gome
al fresco fun for your guests.
I f you would |Iike further informatifn
Trish Playfor (0429 n&g9 o0006)ce hour sf,
or Carol Laud (01429 290290)
and we will be happy to help.
{ UsSg@s )f a b/ 'J'"'iifﬁ‘)'i]ﬁ'"'J’])’3]]3]"“)’)5)’)5)“)“")’)’]’)’]I)"I)'3))'3])’3))’3])’3])’)’5)}')’]}')]"')']'Ji')']Ji)'ﬁﬁ]ﬁ]ﬁ]]}']]}]]}i]))
w2z 2Uy 3 [ 7Y & N .,,1 ¢
A X A @(‘ A DOCTOR
oT DNBUl 1OSYHss  couMERCIALA DOMESTIC
| F Nt SLI2 2 ¢ ™\ CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
¢{Hp p[o A
¢StY nAnMODHP| HHMT YN
CIEY nawMmn ch Hy e TELEPHONE
a2zo0AftS nT | n NMCNH pCcEppM
0N y P Mobile 07770 451111 [
aSYOSNI 2F UKS &/
CSRSN} o2y ¥ wz220y3
/[ 2y GNJ OG0 ANA

Victoria House

FUNERAL SERVICE

—

onal guidance oJ

AR ail

Carl Mean Apolena Wilson Andrew Evans Andrew Gardner
Dip FD, MBIE Dip FD, MBIFD MBIE Dip FD

TELEPHONE: (01429) 234777 * 26 VICTORIA ROAD, HARTLEPOOL TS26 8DD

WWW.VICTORIAHOUSEFUNERALSERVICE.CO.UK
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b Established for over 75 years

Athinson Print

& Printability Publishing

hwy h Proud to support Stranton Church News
H Tl qj]H p :M W W Please get in touch with your Print requirements

| I we¢[ 9t h [ DISCTOPRESS - PG & MAC « COMPUTER T0 PLATE « FULL GOLOUR PRINTING
| o LAMINATING  PRINT MANAGEMENT o DIGITAL COPYING & PRINTING
¢{HC d! 5 « FULL FINISHING SERVICE « PUBLISHING & RETAIL

10/11 LOWER CHURCH STREET HARTLEPOOL TS24 7DJ

¢CO[Y onmnH|p Tel: (01 429) 267849

www.atkinsonprint.co.uk » enquirles@atkinsonprint.co.uk
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' Helping Hands

Est. 1989

Doy_ouneéda ! YSAGK 2|'f1§f
Helping Hand ? hLKGKEE YAO KL

Our Stranton care team has been
providing award winning quality

home care since 1989. HY + A002 NR I w2 | :FZ
PP

We offer you a one to one live in care ¢Sty nMmnH Cb HT

service which enables you or your
loved one to remain at home with
compassion and dignity.

To find out more, call:

0808 180 1033 or visit:
inghands.co.uk

M p



Wh at | S t he Fc

Hartl epool Foodbank
Hartlepool Hartl epool “6t chaschee®:
effective at extendincg
to some of the most v
our town with support
Church commidan t li & o oaln
founding me mber of H i
Council , we have st
Hartl epool Borough Counci | and ot her 0
poverty, many of which refer people to t
What 1is it seeking to do?

We aim to reduce t he need f or f oodbank

altogether, by hel ping people to take cc
through working with initiatives such a:
people with holistic support, and by e
awareness of the causes anadVer eameedi a&lss 00
| ooking forward to Oxford Road Bapti st
(early e year ), addomganihzat it@ng hteh att

1l dhe 1S ft(o)od poverty.
S I mmedi ate needs?

The | ast 1 mont hs have however been ver
stil | needing Chamgesadidn ewslefd@oeil s abpdowt
and t he "cost of l i ving crisis" have
emergency food relief, and have also i1
itswefhave already spent more than three
budgeted t o buy Ifnootdhet hslsoryteatrer m t hi s
abat Weg.have responded by increasing our
our warehouse operation.

Vol unteer s!

These and our new strategic direction
voluntaer wel | as helpers making food pa
need at | east another van driver and ano
Churches' continuing support

We woul d | ove otuo d$ti m&sgtwhieenhAl dlhoughui oh
donations, of both food and funding, are
l i ke an employee or trustee to come anda
bel ong to or support?

Above all, pray for -and eomg&kganwi ohrusl.
For more informatwew. famidl ¢ podlonfad @d bank
For enqbioute®ecoming more involved
volunteefombgartl epool, Tébephbhané&. 0t 42ak598



http://www.hartlepool.foodbank.org.uk/
mailto:info@hartlepool.foodbank.org.uk

Greetings church family f

Thank you for all your prayers for
We have al/l settled into a new rhyt
Things we have | earnt so far..

L Withernsea seagulls are |l ouder!

L Withernsea has 1 tsyoouwnc awe alkt éh ea o lsd
drive ten minutes&ddwnltmg moad and
L Everyone is friendly and wants t
shops, you may be out a whil e!

L A® atsmall fhiovand waos ogeaen wlidata ytou j
the city or rely on Amazon.

Church is going well. God has been
others in the town to pray.

He has | ed us to two | ovely | adie:
Wednesday night to pray. They have
year s We have joined them and t he
others are coming to worship togeth
Angel a has made good friends with &
to pray around the town and for the
Clive met with two men (one a Chri s
owner ) to pray -tariosundbded heo t Gawd i nc
conversations.

Thi s week we started our own prayer
Withernsea town iIs surrounded by f
harvested and have started to ploug
has said that is the same in the sp
Prayer S pl oughi ng t he ground as
produce

Wit hout prayer there IS nNo purpose.

God bless you al/l
Rev Clive and Angel a Hall
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04 " Woodturning workshop, Hartlepool

»;';;;“;‘» 22 Aug - &

Woodturning are you inquisitive to not only find out what
it is, or would like to have a go. Well here is your chance
of FREE TUITION if you live in the tees valley and aged
19+ then get in touch. See flyer for more details.
#woodturning#tutoring#hartlepool#woodturningworksho

phartlepool

INTRODUCTION TO
WOOD TURNING

Individuals aged 19+ are
welcomed along to try out one
free wood turning session

Available each TugsSday between

26th September - 12th December 2023 *
Hartlepool Enterprise Centre

9.30am - 12noon

Free of charge

x{. JOBS o
.i‘* & SKILLS .{* HARTLEPOOL

*4: OTHE HUB ** COMMUNITY HUBS

My

FjHARTLEPOOL
=2 BOROUGH COUNCIL




A
we

CampLowest Temperature Evah!

temper®&tQu-i¢ aofas at the Snow centr
Vo

sited whil st at our camp at

Yor kshire.

Ot her activities the Lads took par
games, camp fires plus Vvisits to a
Nati onal Mi ni ng Museum and paintbal
A good time was had by all

SQ Cl :ﬁ& 4th Hartlepool Boys' Brigade Medi a
DI a| 2 1h-6&

Hey everyone! We've had an amazing first day at
our annual summer camp in West Yorkshire! &

After settling in, we wasted no time in kicking off
the fun with some team games on the field.

After enjoying our burgers, we set off for the
highlight of the day - conquering the thrilling
Ninja Warrior course in Leeds!

We're currently playing board games (can
anyone beat Mr B at draughts?!) drinking hot
chocolate and enjoying some of Jack's
homemade Golden Syrup cake «»

Can't wait to see what tomorrow brings! Stay

tuned for more updates as we make the most of
this unforgettable BB week ", - 4

M ¢






.« Day 2 at 4th Hartlepool Boys Brigade
Summer Camp: Exploring Manchester and
Snowy Adventures! = &, o

After a good breakfast, we set off early to
Manchester, and what a day it was! Our first
stop was the Imperial War Museum, where many
of our lads got their hands on wartime-style
whistles - a decision that may have tested the
sanity of our leaders! &

Next up, we took a walk to Old Trafford, the
home of Manchester United, and you could see
the pure joy on some faces, though some of us
might not have understood the attraction as
much! & &

But the real highlight of the day was our
adventurous trip to Chill Factor! & = The snow
sports activities were a blast, and even the
freezing temperatures couldn't dampen our
spirits as we enjoyed every second on the
slopes!

After a delicious evening meal, we headed down
to the field for more fun activities! Frisbee,
Smite, and even crafting our own rockets kept
the excitement going! 7 &

And the night's not over yet! We're gearing up
for supper and more games.

We're having a blast, making unforgettable
memories, and can't wait to share more updates
with you! Stay tuned for Day 3 of our summer
camp adventure! .,
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@ ¥ < Day 3 at 4th Hartlepool Boys Brigade
Summer Camp: Conquering Heights and Waters!

Greetings everyone! What an action-packed day
we've had! It was all about facing challenges and
having a splash-tastic time! Let's dive into the
highlights! & o2

We kicked off the day with an adrenaline rush as
we tackled various high ropes challenges!
Abseiling down, rock climbing up, and
conquering a high-level assault course - we
really pushed our limits & ..

After dinner, we headed to the lake for even
more adventures! First up, raft building -
teamwork at its finest! Our innovative creations
floated on the water, and we laughed and
cheered as we took part in some games and
challenges v «<-

Then came kayaking, where we paddled our way
- through the serene waters, enjoying the scenic
| beauty around us! ¢« @

Back at camp, not even the rain could dampen
our spirits! We embraced the weather and
engaged in our annual Potted Sports
competition! { &

Stay tuned for more updates as our summer
camp adventure continues!






