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Musings of A Pries

Before | pen some musings, | want t
news of the appointment of Revd Bec
Charge of St Aidan and St Col umb a,

whol e of the Centr ah sHarrd | Beopoloy VEir
addition to our Group, and | ask yo
husband, Patri ck, as they prepare t
due cour se.

ohere wil!|l be one édock, one
Foll owing on from our Lent cour se,
reflecting on the Prayers of Love
was really struck by the Gospel P a s
from Johh8.10: These words are an ex
preached on thi s &paosns aSguehAlgmryi ®t1 L u k e
Jesus fisagm the Good Shepherd, I K n
sheep kn6wome 10: 14)
|l n our Gospel message, having expl
herd to the Jewish peopidl ehavesos$ heo
that do not belong to this fold. I
| T sten to my voice. So t her eo(wiolhln
10: 16)
Jesus says to the Jewish | eaders t
have just as much right to a pl ace
t hat he will seek t hhem uwsutt ctoonme f oG
peopl e. He cafmpusoraalthpewpl B kno
3 telifFer u6od so | oved the worl d th
Son, t hat whoever believes i n hian s
Whoevlkeel i eves i n Hi m. Not whi cheve
whi chever white person, or rich per
per swhoevbeerl i eves i n Hi m, shall not
There are .no Weveamn sbe rich or poor
Gentil e, heal thy or sick, tall or s
convictions as |l ong as my arm, or W
speeding ticket. We can be straigh
sex, or even choose not to be bound
gl e, marri ed, di vorced, wihabweéedngr e
on

T



Jesus says that wh oée wé o e bbeell ii eeweess i
can and wi lI be saved
Jesus alisohaswawgsother sheep that do
must bring them also, and they wil/
be one fl ock, oolme beheaepglearnrd. what Jes
there are many groups of peopl e wh
tions of Christians, many traditior
church People we may or may not
di fferent fpdmrs, omamyheckipf f erent dem
but we all bel onigwet oarteh ea lsla npea rftl oocfk
Christ, because we all beli eve i n t
The fundamentals of our faith, t he
bel i eve, are summed up in the Creed
our salvation, and we believe that,
AMThere I s salvation in no one el se,
heaven given among mortals boy whi ch
OQur salvation is in Christ, and sal
| i eve i n Hi m. Al | who choose to b
Christ. There are no caveat s.
Grace and Peace,
Revd John

St Matthew’s 23

Community Centre Coﬂee\;ffiﬁ;ﬂj

Elwick Road _st& Cake

Coffee or Tea, Cake and Company
2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Saturday 11+h May 2024

A time to spend together,
meet new people, make new friends




From the Home Front

Thi s S sunri se from

approximately 6 miles abq«
stars stil/l visi bl e! As

wi ndow this vi ew made me
i nsignificant, t he awe ¢
over whel mi ng.

Sunrise over Qu We k 8 tampdua

Remar kabl es Mountains wh e
to a golden glow and t ak
i ncreasingly Dblue sky. n
cool mountain air, watch ay
dar k of t he ni ght mad e S (
grateful for what each d br

cl ouds at t he
a

med to me | i ke S |

were the | ink be:

arth and heaven b

mesmeri sing shade

and greys which f

God féeélt very nea

Looking in the other or
stairway was a mo Vv i
Again a bibtiwa$ ¢$ecet

| ook at with its gol > 0 |

this | i ke the col umn h e

through the wil dernes LTS



So often during my time in New Zea

clouds and weather to reflect Hi s ¢

us His chil dren. |t was as 1 f the g

and now. My heart filled with joy

Hi s bl essings every day.

J. A. R.

(Go to Stranton website to view the
Mayfl ower Quli

M Whi &Mlvas t he ol dest mlaont wihioe@ vieef ¢

fat her ?

A Whi &dah a prophetess met baby Jequs

Y Whiddescribes a rich ruler who]| me

F WhaRoccurred as Jesus vVvisited Nai

L Whithad Jacob as a nephew?

O Whi ©Owas a runaway sl ave?

W Whi &Whwas from Nain ?

E Who whs father?

R Whi &hs thboskxbh the New Test aimfen

éach and every single
day. I choose to feel

- 'eel grateful I'choose
’:Tﬁ‘“to be excited. choose

to be thankful I choose
to be happy..




Do not be discourag

We are t al dwoirnd Goodt t o be discouraged,
ifhe Lord himself goes before you and

you nor f dros amkod yeeu.afraid; do not be
Deuteronomy 31:8 NIV

| n t his wor |l d, w e wi || aOwray 9 r dyaerre
unanswer ed.

Unkind words are spoken over uscoundgdgen
Your business is not going well . You
Whadi scour ages me, may Dnestcodr agemeady:
di fferent for each individayal tpatsadam
weapon that the enemy wuses against {
ene@my tactic iIis to take our eyes off

di scouraged about.

When we c¢choose to stay in an attitud
greyer. OQur God becomes small er, and
may | ook hopel ess.

How then dbewem&Odi scouraged? Or how
from not being discouraged?

| f t he® eweapon of choice is disco@®r a
armour agagnatitide iememy haBGe peiotpl werh
thankful, especially in the midst of

How do we | ive a thankful | 1 f eWwde nwa

I' s breaking Whenat bend | livee? spsr atyheadt ayboou
been healed? When your family are st
When gyeuf eeling i1isolated? When your he

This i1s not a case®Refoiquetingt D& Lae
case of finding somethingi hoehehtb&ahnl

|I& not @#Bldaywintkg,you God Ilol&awsvea Yilahmagn K | ynes
the kindness of friends who shol& wmpt
sayififigank you God thaoi@ shaayiénggn&@ mo 0 e

¥ e eatoedieHya.vi ng an attitude of gratit.
on the very thing the enemy wanted yo
Ann Voskamp wroted®mae boblb&usdahld egieft sb
shehall enges us to write down three t
day. actually practiced this for a colL
things differently. Even in the worst
When | stopped doing it, my worl d | oo
| i fe through negative glasses instead
Jesus always gave thanks to His fathe
When He had 5000 hungry people in fr
two fish He |ifted the bread up above
were those 5000 peopl e, we | | fed, b u

Cc


http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjEvNa-sc_NAhWmD8AKHcrsBQQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jenningswire.com%2Fmetaphysics%2Fpractical-spirituality%2Faura-colors%2F&bvm=bv.126130881,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCN

Giving thanks in this <case for wh a't
enough!

A great verse to |live by 1is:
Mo not be anxious about anything, b L
petitiohankvs gihpwirmgent your Anedq utehset sp et:
God, which transcends all under standi
minds in Christ Jesus.
Phil i pp7aNIsV4: 6
When we thank God in the midst of di s
Lord thank you for your | ove.
Thank you for your Kkindness.
Thank you for your patience.
Thank you that |i ncaenach nnde vb edaauyt vy .
| can find something to be thankful f
Amen
Ang Hal |l
Communities of Hope HAF Hol

Easter holiday fun organised by Hayley with

Communities of Hope at St Luke's with

volunteers from Stranton and St Luke's. Pictured

is Viv leading a music session with the children
Many thanks to all those who hel pe

food preparation and serving.
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. l'We were saddened to he:;
S DPom Hutchi An™Mamchon Pam a
have attended Bur bank
and Stranton Church f ol
was we | | Kk nown for h
coordinated out fits and
dand rode horses unti |l S
(had dogs for mo st o f h
Andrew Craig presided o
and t heir sons John an
t hose who had cared for
year s, especially Li nd
deci ded t hat donations
should go to&GtBecAktlgei.

o In Loving Memory of
257 ) R = 9) 2 ¥
Dol < Teree SHhoetctsiriser
A :
g}//}l

11th December 1045 - 26th March 2024

Stranton Grange Crematorium Chapel

Thursday 18th April 2024
at3.00 pm

earth. We are the
earth's

" it. And when "Ly
- we're done with
it, it should be left

......
- AR =T



CMSAndy and Kati Wal sh

Dear friends,

Weddl | i ke to update you about our funding
i n our previous |l etter. Firstly, t hank
response t o Towe arcgueot grateful Secon
generously agreed to match all new gi ft
Augusto if you start a new regular gi ft,
of f donation via our webpage (churchmi s
your gi ft wildl be matched up to the wvalu
Since our | ast updat e be&erdﬂap:pylssiomeasnn
we&vy e gained approval from a senior j ud:
aut horise a sentence reduction for t ho:
training @ceo urrusnen i weg . Thi s pproval cover
i ncluding both male and female prisons a
a | egal application for t his endor seme
ongoing delivery of the course throughou
authorisation, it became much easier to
prison Il n 2023, we concluded with 142
foll owing the efforts of the team | ed b
the prison system in Florian-polis.

As we approach the end of our I ni t iodad |
grateful ®&ofathefubndss in guiding us at
time goes onms tHoewepreirson tsystem that we
and to remain with, seeing It as a path
for years to come. This area seems to b
even th®®ughsotthe toughest to ma k e pr o
Navigating the challenging environment o
wor king cul tur e, Preaching the gospel

barriers to any form of engagement beyor
am | eft waiting in a corridor for over

management of a security incident.

The | ack of cl ear understanding of t he
believers with structured Bible classes
further compounds these chall enges. | n

necessary support and/ or any goodwi || C
from the outset. We often encounter scej
me mber s, particularly prison guards. Qu
towards individuals who are often deeme
could be discouraging. However, we try t
group®e wbeen reaching out t o, prisoners
and accept the gospel, yet our efforts i
such an envireonhmeat nedvet hat to take an
demands patience, resilience and prayer
where Jesus speaks of visiting those i
emphasises the I mportance of <caring for
for hi m. We hope and pray t hat our on
transformative power of the gospel, wil/

M



i n prison. Over time, we aim to gradual/l
to bring about further positive chamege
continuing to-tperrany vfiosri oonu.r | ong

We ask for prayers, especially regardinc
to stay engaged with the cipardh Bafhtl @r coc
prisons. |l n one of our most joyf ul mo me
| ead worship while others are being bapt
course | B tphhe smean on Wednesdays and Fri d:
Saturdays, with 12 men in each <cl ass S
gospel I-onp ean spermison i n Pal ho- a, an outer
wda e unabl e to progress further wi t h C
of fender s, at the moment. However, due
wo me&n pri son, we were able to negotiate
tentative start dat e ssitstfear wAprli It a2k0e2 <
cour sda e fumebl e to be present .

Weob e eagerly anticipating our first ret
partners, I n & Mayr,e cwohmenreec twewi t h our suppo
have a paecnkoendt ht hsrcehee dul e vi siting our s
training sessions, and reconnecting with
we express our gratltudec“nefoerxcailtleoyotucr s e
person in the coming weeks

War m gar ds,

Andy and Kat.

Appoi ntment of Priegqt
of St Aidan and St | Cq

We ar e del i ghted t o announce tlhat
Assi stant Curate of Ockbrook and B
Der by, has accepdedfBeshop 8Sppahnt
Charge of the parish of St Al daln
serving all the churches of t he C
Ssubj ect t o t he usu@l sthear adnacteey . |
arranged, but we | ook forward to] th
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hj‘l worship s prayer « family

ALL SAINTS CHURCH

CHURCH ROW, HARTLEPOOL, TS24 7QT

3-9PM

BURN 5247
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Mayfl ower Qui z Answ

M was the ol debtut mdnedhbetuoe
? Met husel ah
A , a prophetess meatnhababy Je
Y describes a rickouaber who
F occurred as Jesuf&suwiesial e dd N

son
L had Jacob as a haplhew?
O was a runaway slOaes? mus
W was from Nain ? Wi dow
Who was M''s fatherPnoch
(Taken up to heaven
R i bobkhkeosi xhke NewWomasmtsament
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Are you planning a special celeflgra
and | ooking for a venue?
Have you thought about
St Matthew's Community Centrle?
We have 2 |l arge halls which can accommod]at e
as well as 1 |l arge and 2 small kitchens| fo
One hall is even big enough tod house Ja b
ideal for children's parties
We al so have our own private car park and gome
al fresco fun for your guests.
I f you would |Iike further informatifn
Trish Playfor (0429 n&g9 o0006)ce hour sf,
or Carol Laud (01429 290290)
and we will be happy to help.
{ UsSg@s )f a b/ 'J'"'iifﬁ‘)'i]ﬁ'"'J’])’3]]3]"“)’)5)’)5)“)“")’)’]’)’]I)"I)'3))'3])’3))’3])’3])’)’5)}')’]}')]"')']'Ji')']Ji)'ﬁﬁ]ﬁ]ﬁ]]}']]}]]}i]))
w2z 2Uy 3 [ 7Y & N .,,1 ¢
A X A @(‘ A DOCTOR
oT DNBUl 1OSYHss  couMERCIALA DOMESTIC
| F Nt SLI2 2 ¢ ™\ CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
¢{Hp p[o A
¢StY nAnMODHP| HHMT YN
CIEY nawMmn ch Hy e TELEPHONE
a2zo0AftS nT | n NMCNH pCcEppM
0N y P Mobile 07770 451111 [
aSYOSNI 2F UKS &/
CSRSN} o2y ¥ wz220y3
/[ 2y GNJ OG0 ANA

Victoria House

FUNERAL SERVICE

—

onal guidance oJ

AR ail

Carl Mean Apolena Wilson Andrew Evans Andrew Gardner
Dip FD, MBIE Dip FD, MBIFD MBIE Dip FD

TELEPHONE: (01429) 234777 * 26 VICTORIA ROAD, HARTLEPOOL TS26 8DD

WWW.VICTORIAHOUSEFUNERALSERVICE.CO.UK




b Established for over 75 years

Athinson Print

& Printability Publishing

hwy h Proud to support Stranton Church News
H Tl qj]H p :M W W Please get in touch with your Print requirements

| I we¢[ 9t h [ DISCTOPRESS - PG & MAC « COMPUTER T0 PLATE « FULL GOLOUR PRINTING
| o LAMINATING  PRINT MANAGEMENT o DIGITAL COPYING & PRINTING
¢{HC d! 5 « FULL FINISHING SERVICE « PUBLISHING & RETAIL

10/11 LOWER CHURCH STREET HARTLEPOOL TS24 7DJ

¢CO[Y onmnH|p Tel: (01 429) 267849

www.atkinsonprint.co.uk » enquirles@atkinsonprint.co.uk
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' Helping Hands

Est. 1989

Doy_ouneéda ! YSAGK 2|'f1§f
Helping Hand ? hLKGKEE YAO KL

Our Stranton care team has been
providing award winning quality

home care since 1989. HY + A002 NR I w2 | :FZ
PP

We offer you a one to one live in care ¢Sty nMmnH Cb HT

service which enables you or your
loved one to remain at home with
compassion and dignity.

To find out more, call:

0808 180 1033 or visit:
inghands.co.uk
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Ward Jackson Primary

A wonderful Easter service today at Stranton All A huge well done to all our amazing children
Saints Church. Well done to all our children who who completed the Ward Jackson Reading
spoke, read, sang and danced. Challenge. We are amazed by the dedication
#wardjacksonway and hard work shown by them all. At Ward

Jackson we know how important reading is for
learning and we always strive to be the best
readers we can be. Keep reading! LLI

Aurora class had a great time at Summerhill
Country Park and Visitor Centre. They
developed team work skills by working together
to build a den in the forest. They then learned to
climb on the climbing wall - it was hard work but
really fun!




Onward Chri sti an Sol

favourite hymn was writt emuil
his Sunday School annual vil
pari sh churcad, HeabuWak&8ti ek
set the words to a mel ody
e
r

(7))

& —

Symphony i n D, No. 15. How
the familiar tune St Gert
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St Matthew’s s“nday

Community Centre 12th May 2024
Elwick Road
e i 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
l\o\,e,

9’(,0‘(\6
singd

Lots of Fum for

ot all +he Family

Prayers of Love and F

Foll owing our Lent Cour se, Revd Jo
about the Prayers of Love and Faith
made on whether to offer these pray
Opportunities to Ser\
| f you would Ilike t& kaldp Youth wor
Music Group, oOor in any other way, P
we | ook to grow these and other are
Communities of Hope
(Hel p niesepdecadk t o one of the team t
support us)
OStranton-Toedday s91000aemm até& SEC Ma't
OA Bit of -Gwalsdayne2: 0 pm a& St Ai de
OFri dayl Dr-Bpi day 2102:0000 aprm &t St Ai d

My



Boys Bri

Open Night
We are holding our Op'&ma yNiaghtSté&nMa
Community Cent9.e Ofprnroom 7. 15

OQur Speci al |l nspectors are Rev John
Mi Il Il s of Stranton Gui des.

The Lads are starting to practi
to receiving their awards and

e —
>0
D @
©

Our Anchors and Company preparing for our
Open Night on Friday May 17th

We held a Bacon Butty&SECilddyratbo$t
i n the run up to Easter Eg

ggheads
The Anchor and Junior Boys enjoyed
Holy Week full of activities includ
crafts and | ots of fun.
The NCOs and ol der Lads hel ped and

We have a King wh o(sseunnga nieo i|itdihea tetsuirse
we do with thé)drunken sail or

M



Future Events
May ‘"7 Open Night

June'"15Summer Fayre (Bargains Galor
We are collecting Bric a Br a:s

June'"29St Matt lKCownmunity Centre The
Up . ( Plus goodies for all Vol
Ot her wvolunteemwoseweih¢omae xt
Jul y-2%2Camp at Hesl e
(We have 15 L
We have room for ne
new member s.

y Woods Scout C
ads going so fa
w

starters I n e

To check our very | atest activities
George Bainbridge
07816445829

You never really know the true impact you
have on those around you. You never know how
much someone needed that smile you gave
them. You never know how much your kindness
turned someone's entire life around. You
never know how much someone needed that
long hug or deep talk. So don't wait to be
kind, Don't wait for someone else to be kind
first, Don't wait for better circumstances or
for someone to change. Just be kind, because
you never know how much someone needs it.



BENEDICITE ST. MARTINS

O give thanks to God who is good
Whose love endures forever

Sunrise and sunset, night and day
Sun and raln - blessing on a drought fllled land
Give to our God your thanks and praise

Hills and valleys, limestone and cliffs ;
Give to our God your thanks and praise

Wheat and barley, grass and kaiz
Hay and straw, winterfeed and oals

Give to our God your thanks and piaisa

Trout and salmon, cockabully and swimimer

Sand and gravel, gold and wilic.

Give to our God your thanks ¢ prajse

Ewes and lambs, cows and col

Hens and working dogs, meat « < v/ool
sralse

Give to our God your thanis o

Our church community and committee members
Clergy and Lay Ministers, families and friends
Give to our God your thanks and praise

Maori and Pakeha, women and men

All who Inhablt this valley with us
Give to our God your thanks and praise

All shearers and farmers, feachers and nurses,
stock agents, sharemilkers, gardeners
Give to our God your thanks and praise

All children and bables, parents and grandparents
Students and young parents, working people or retired
Give to our God your thanks mmi 2
R e LRl
Found this prayer in an empty church where no
Hi s people to

God was waiting foé.

Gri ef i s ?

This is what grief is.
A hole ripped through the very fabric of your

being.
The hole eventually heals along the jagged
edges that remain. It may even shrink in size.
But that hole will always be there.
A piece of you always missing.
For where there is deep grief, there was great
love.
Don't be ashamed of your grief.
Don't judge it.
Don’t suppress it.
Don't rush it.
Rather, acknowledge it.
Lean into it.
Listen to it.
Feel it.
Sit with it.
Sit with the pain. And remember the love.
This is where the healing will begin.



CELEBRATE!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

to
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El speth Craig R\ihday
Eve Coil s mwm.
Andr ew RogersJE!’L
Mi chael Thompson

Kat h Wei mer

Happy™B4Q thday
Sarah Cartwrigh

\AAAAA A A A A A A A A A AL A A Al A Al

Wedding Annivergsar

L 4
4
4
4 May 4

v v

: Andrew & Loui se &ob
hd David & Megan Rgbe
4

: v

\AAAA A A A A A AL A A DD

@2dz KIS az2YSOUKAYy3 (2 O
FRYAY X & ONGdINDKyD 2 NE @

2N LIK2YyS ydnannc @

lff SYGNASE G2 0SS Ay o6



