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CULTURE SHBICKoritisingé th
( The musings of a pr

A few years ago, I was able to attend t
Leading Your Chur)cch wintho aGrcoomtphl e of cCo
church. Recentl vy, I revisited my notes
of the conference.
Everything we took away from the <confe
revolve arotucd!| bone ewor d
Wh at became <cl ear to us during the conf
churches is inward focusseiihe ®hutchmi Je
soci ety that exists for the benefdtThef
problem is that the focus or culture of
are member s, those who fill the pews eac
than prioritising the outsider

OF THOSE WHO ARE NOT

ITSMEMBERS

1’,)

Jesus tells the parable of-l14hetbosthowh
Kingdom of God is accessible to al& ,patvl
He wuses the example of a shepherd (God
mi ssing. The shepherd |l eaves the 99o0a0the
|l ost sheep. He prioritises the outsider
the | ost sheep he rejoices over it mor e
how God wil |l rejoice when even just a si
But does the culture of the church make
What was so surprising is the number of
even realising it!]!
The | anguage we wuse i n oduag fcehmirlcihaers wist |
wh at It means,d dubhotwhat How &ocaessible a
church, i n our | iturgy, Il n our prayers,
are not already members of the church?
reading? Or wher e Engl i sh I S not t hei
understand all the words that we use our
in their services? Do ol der hymns make
with the | anguage?



This is jJust one exampl e. Ot hers raise
wel comes peopl e. Not j ust the way peo|
whet her the church iIis a welcoming and i n
not just to those with obvious disabili:
to us? Do we represent diversity i1 n ou
the church make it iIinaccessible to some
Per haps S 0me churches focus on establ i
without first thinking what presence t he
I s the greatest need 1 n our own communi
witnesses to the Kingdom of God?
How does our culture reflect our strat
sayif®g) ture eats straddpysfoguobeealkf e&sts
t hat i@ mdatetsear what things we do dasbacli
up .
CULTURE EATS . WiSes)
STRATEGY }
FOR BREAKFAST
“
(What Drucker i s believed to have actual
1991) watsu ltbhoiose: mat t er bow dehgoéedobyt pie
doe®snquite have the same ring to it.)
The challenge placed before us was to |
does and does not prioritise the outsid
what things we do well , wh at mi ght need
mi g ht need to change altogether This ¢
than t hrieatwaay ngo build for the future,
good work in us will complete iIt1! (Phil
|&@ somet hing | hope to revisit further I
fresh |l ook at our vision, our culture an
us t o go next.

Grace and Peace

Revd John



From t he Home Fr on

After a few days of very cool weat her

started cloudy but developed into a humi
I mproved weather | rushed i nto the garde
cutting back, as my garden was so0 overgr
To finisheaofnfeda |wenlclh a couple of hours
ripening on the window | edge of my CoO
conservatory | found the blinds, wi ndows
winged and unwinged @&wtas mdThiyswaesv eorbtv i losuus
around June/ July in hot humi d weather i
reproductive cycl e. I should have known
heaps of sandy debris appearing on t he

Much as | amd& nnatwer iadlf rveooad Idy i #enant s! M
have originated from my teenage years W
Trinidad in the West l ndi es. Tthieeyw nt cso k
opportunity to bite and it hurt! | cope
they appear Il nside our house, whi ch t h
reaction iIs to eradicate them. I use wh
traps and powder to stop them invading
daily skirmishes i n | ate spring to catc
top of the proble®&®. sMawenveaernst Wies owe arhou
was jJust too much f on afer aiod ctohpee rwastuhl.t i
i neviitoaudl e¢eame the vacuumeéand out went ¢t}
I do f eel gui |l ty hdr microgp pl iuwi rbge ecsr, e abtuu rt e
shoo out flies whenever I can. Yet a n
approach. | cannot jsuos tli fcya anpye nalogtdi of nosr gri e
t he massacrée this week

J. A. R.



Peterti de Ordi nati

This weekend has been so special! Yesterday |
was Ordained Priest in the Church of England
and today | presided at Holy Communion for the
first time in my Parish. There are so many people
to thank my family and my friends and those
who have been apart of my journey in a season
of my life. Who have encouraged me to be bold
instead of staying behind the scenes. Those
who have offered me a home in the UK. The
countless people who have supported me
through prayer and generous giving to serve
missionally. | am so excited to see what God has
next!

Bet hany McNeeley arrived from Texas 11
Yout h4Chri st Team. She had such a heart
working in various Christian settings u
compl ete her curacy at Uswort h, Holy Tri
ndy Mc Al | i ster®@ fGhoumr c 8t whs
rdained a Deacon. Andy and
ed music worship online d
erving hi s curacy I n t he
i monsi de
& famd
r mer |
Il est r

,;Emma Cain fm®onhSutr clhukaend Com
wgof Hope was Ordained a Deacc
4t aking up a curacy in Yar m.



St Matthew’s 22

Community Centre Coﬁ‘ee\;--%”j
Elwick Road ;& Cake
N -/\r—/\:—n- )

Coffee or Tea, Cake and Company
200 p.m. to 400 p.m.

Saturday 7+h September 2024

A time to spend together,
meet new people, make new friends
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Summer Hol i day
Whi 8Bnointed David?
Whi A captain, did David a
Whi 8Mivas t he son of Jonat ha
Whi ¢Mkvas Stephen the first
Whi € prophet is the only
Whi &was a covenant made be
Whi ¢éilwas married to Herod A
Whi ©O©hs the direction Chris
Whi ¢ths 40 days and nights
Whi tthas 66 chapters?
Whi &©hs patron saint of Wal
Whi abBpoke about a plumb I
Whi hs a Northumbrian monk
(Il's this possible without

es?
ne?
wh o
Goog
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Hartl|l epool Ladi es Choir
Appeal Concert

Hartl epo@lholiadiwas formed in 2002 un
Gi bson and seeks to support charit
across the town. Donations of over

Tower Appeal.

They performed a selection of song:
music from shows, movi es, cl assical
as diverse as Hall el ujah, Lul l aby ¢
When Wil | | See You Again and Bring
The Choir always welcomes visitors/
al ong any Thur sday evening t o Gr a
Grange Road Met hodist Church) Commt
7:30 til!l 9: 00 p m. You wi |dld ubded ymaydoeu
with someone to make you feel at ea
you want to




Ward Jackson Primary Summer

Jebiions s i by Dieie D W Aurora class had a fantastic time at Summerhill
@playouthartlepool focussing on maths in

outdoor play. Enjoying nature and applying Cquntry Park and Visitqr Centre today..The
maths skills at the same time, all through play children developed their team work skills by
#wardjacksonway building a den together. They then played

woodlands games, all with natural materials,
learning that fun can be had without electronics
or plastic. We finished with a play in the park
after lunch. A full filled time had by everyone! &
#wardjacksonway

"

Blanchland class had a fantastic opportunity to
go sailing around the Marina. They learned all
about the area and the skills needed to sail.
Thank you so much to the Yacht Club for an
excellent morning. & #wardjacksonway

e, Voot




Ward Jackson Sports Day 2024! ¥ The Thank you to everyone who came to make our

children had a great day. It was lovely to see lots Summer Sizzler a success. We braved the ever
of great encouragement and kind words of changing weather and enjoyed time together as
praise given to each other throughout each a community. Thank you to Laurel Catering for
activity. Well done everyone, we are so proud of the food and parent, Siobhan, for the Ward

the sportsmanship on show all day. & Jackson cakes! Amazing! #wardjacksonway

#wardjacksonway

Staff Feaér.ewel | s

Saying goodbye to two of our most treasured
staff members. Mrs. Lesley Carroll has been
here 27 years and Mrs. Sharon Constantine a
decade. They have supported thousands of
children and their legacy of positivity and
compassion will last many lifetimes over. Thank
you both for everything. Love the whole Ward
Jackson family.

Mrs Hunter is | eaving Ward J
ishe will be greatly mis

The children enjoyed a special treat from Mrs
Carroll, Mrs Constantine & Mrs Hunter! We will

miss you all! @ @



Organ Recit al Saturday

Dani el Cook i s Mast ergs ri
Organi st of Dur ham C&= [
recital s, concerts angs 'S
being a conductor, te ng
came back to Dur ham, [ p I
organi st at Westminst s ~ d

Director of Musi c. Hefl . pynaag 4 (e

i n services, concerts=S SSGRIEN C T
and the USA, also in & P al
the Royal Al bert Ha l e c
Hyperi on Recor ds. Be ani
Organi st and Master : st
Dav@ dCat hedr al and Ar tg t o
Dav@ dCat hedr al Festiv Wi
Radi o and Tel evision @ n

performing with the DB _ D
previously Assistant Director of Mu
Cathedr al

Af ter being introduced to the Orga
Peacock, Dani el recei ved his ear |
Cat hedr al wi t h Keith Wright. Fol l o
Worcester Cathedral, he studied at
he studied with Nicolas Kynaston, .
taking mast er cl asses @&itlheradiany o
i ncludi A" aMaei eAl ai n, Li onel Rogg

graduatedcwassh homesars in July, 200
finali st I & tlhnet eSthaAl oamal Organ Cc
across t he UK, Europe and Austr al
cathedrals in Britain, t he Royal Al
at the City of LonGZloGatFesdi alal Fe St i
Brass in The Hythe Festival and The
t he Mar sh Hi s work as an accompani
Ot her projects have included a perf
of Ol i vier Messiaen iIin six recitals
rel eased in 2018, and CD recording
Charl es Stanford, Her bert Brewer,

Wal ter Al cock and Wi lliam Harri s.



St Matest hGommmuni ty Centr

A huge thank you to al/l t hose who
areas aroundé® SConvhaunihteyw Centr e. A
' al | the users of the




