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Show Me Your Way... (The musings of a priest) 
 

Before Christmas, I was blessed to have the 
opportunity to go away for a few days on retreat. 
It was the first time for several years that Iôve 
been able to do this, but itôs a valuable part of 
the life of a priest, and it can be a hugely 
beneficial experience for anyone to be fair. 
 
Having been there twice before, I chose again to go to the Northumbria 
Community, in Felton, in order to spend time searching for and listening 
to God. Itôs a very special place, immersed in the Northumbrian 
countryside, an area steeped in the rich history of the Celtic Saints. 
While I was there, I took the opportunity venture out into some of these 
special places ï St Cuthbertôs Cave, St Aidanôs Church in Bamburgh, 
and Holy Island itself, as I sought to rest in Godôs presence. 
 

As I spent time sitting with God, looking over 
Cuthbertôs Island, one phrase kept coming back to 
me ï Lord Jesus, Show Me Your Way. Itôs a phrase 
that was captured in a framed print in my room at 
Northumbria Community (a copy of which now 
resides in my study). Itôs a phrase which occurs in 
the psalms (Psalm 25:4 ñShow me your ways, 
Lord, teach me your pathsò; Psalm 86:11 ñTeach 
me your ways, Lord, that I may rely on your 

faithfulnessò; Psalm 143:8 ñShow me the way I should go, for to you I 
entrust my life), and itôs a phrase which spoke to me, a prayer that called 
to me, time and again while on retreat. 
 
God spoke to me through these words, as I walked through the cold, 
wet, muddy pathways to Cuthbertôs Cave ï just me and God (and the 
sound of birds), not another soul in sight. He spoke to me as I sat 
overlooking Cuthbertôs Island cut off by the tide, the sun rippling off the 
waves. He spoke as I walked a pilgrimage trail around Holy Island, 
taking in St Maryôs Church, the Statue of St Aidan, the Priory, the Castle, 
the shoreline, and across the water, Bamburgh and the Farne Islands. 
 
Sometimes it felt as though he was indeed speaking words to me, or 
placing thoughts on my heart. At other points, he spoke through the 
sounds and sights of the world around me, steadying the ship, bringing 
peace and restoration. Showing me his way. 
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But God can only speak to us, only teach us, only show us his ways, 
when we stop, and listen. If all we do is just continue to bounce from one 
thing, to the next, to the next, then we donôt take the time to listen to 
God. We donôt prioritise him, so he can show us his ways. It left me 
wondering what changes I need to make in order to truly live my life in 
such a way that without God, it makes no sense. What do I have to say 
ónoô to, in order to be able to say óyesô to God, óyesô to the path he wants 
me to follow, óyesô to being all in for whatever he calls me to do? 
 
As I reflected on these and other thoughts during my retreat, I was struck 
by these words from Isaiah 30. óThis is what the Sovereign Lord, the 
Holy One of Israel, says: ñIn repentance and rest is your salvation, in 
quietness and trust is your strengthéò Our strength and salvation come 
from God, but in order to receive them, we have to let him show us his 
ways, that in turn comes from repentance, forgiveness, trusting in him, 
and allowing ourselves to quietly rest in his presence. 
 
In this New Year, may we all find time and 
space to rest in the presence of God, and 
allow him to show each of us his ways. 
Grace and peace, 
 Revd John 

Valentineôs Day Quiz 
 
V What V is mentioned in Psalm 23? 
A Which A brought the first disciples to Jesus? 
L Which L walked past the victim in the Good Samaritan? 
E Which E had a vision to do with bones? 
N Which N was a prophet for King David? 
T What T is a weed and a title of a parable? 
I Which I book has 66 chapters? 
N Which N was Jesus from? 
E Which E was awakened by Samuel? 
S Jesus described himself as the good S_______ 
 
D Which D was saved from the Lions? 
A Which A was hung by his own hair? 
Y What was Benjaminôs relationship to his brothers? 
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From the Home Front 
 

I am very aware of Godôs sense of humour, but I always feel it is a 
demonstration of His love for usé As I started to write it looked as if at long 
last the freezing cold weather of early January had receded and there were 
some hopeful signs of spring on the horizon. Despite the calendar 
indicating 31 days in January, it always feels to have at least 40 days! The 
days are still short and dark, the weather cold and often miserable, 
finances have been stretched over the Christmas period and worries about 
paying fuel bills, keeping warm and eating are a niggling worry. Keeping 
safe in icy weather and a spike in winter illnesses plus a rise in deaths of 
elderly and sick relatives and friends adds to the general feeling of doom 
and gloom.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today as I started to write, despite the windchill making the temperature 
feel 0C, things were somehow feeling more upbeat. The sun had shone all 
day and the sky had been blue. We watched families, children and dogs 
have fun on the beach (albeit well wrapped up!). We managed a walk on 
the promenade and a good look around the garden. The early  daffodil, 
crocus and snowdrop bulbs have flower heads almost ready to open. The 
celandine were opening, as were my winter roses. Everything felt more 
upbeat and positive. 
 
However move on three hours after sunset and the temperature had 
plummeted to   -3C, the cars were covered in hard frost and the pavements 
were white. The next morning on our way into church the temperature was 
0C and it was trying to snow from the grey overcast sky!  
 
I feel that I need to remind myself that God is with me on these dark days, 
the days which seem to be filled with anxiety and sadness, the days when 
things go wrong or I feel óout of sortsô. I need to tune in to God ï to speak to 
Him, to let go of the bad things, but also to be more aware of the blessings, 
the kindnesses, the examples of His creativity and beauty all around us; to 
trust in His plan and to hope for all He has to give me joy in my life ï the 
big and the small. His love and grace are boundless.  
 
J.A.R. 
 



р 

Tower stonework restoration ï an update 
 

As you come into Stranton Church you will see that the 
scaffolding around the tower has been taken down after 
the completion of 16 weeks of building work, as the 
conservation and renovation work was finished just in time 
for the bells to be rung for Christmas. 
 
The tower is not the oldest part of Stranton Church, which 
is actually to be found at the east end dating back to the 
1120ôs - and in a number of Saxon era carved stones from 
an even earlier structure: but the tower does date back to 
the 14th century. Stranton Church is listed as a building of 
national historical and architectural interest (Grade II*). 
Extensive renovations were carried out in the 1970ôs that 
included a new roof and pinnacles and renovation of the West window, but a 
combination of industrial pollution, poor quality 19th century repointing and extreme 
stormy weather in recent winters had led to worryingly fast dilapidation. Problems of 
stone and pointing erosion, water penetration damage and extreme weathering of 
clock faces and hands were emerging as pressing concerns at the time when the 
bells were being refurbished two years ago. 
 
The decision to proceed with repairs was taken by the PCC this time last year and 
the specification, tendering and management of works was conducted through the 
Churchôs architect Hugh Massey, with the approval of the Diocesan Advisory 
Committee and Archdeacon. 
 
In addition to drawing down available endowment Trust funds in excess of Ã60,000 
held on our behalf for the conservation of the Church building by the Diocese of 
Durham, the PCC applied for and secured grant aid from various charitable 
organisations that support historic buildings, including Benefact Trust, Northumbria 
Historic Churches Trust, Catherine Cookson Foundation and the Durham Diocesan 
Buildings Fund. In view of our ñlisted buildingò status we were also able to secure a 
ñListed Place of Worshipò grant from the government to cover the VAT on the 
building works. The remainder of the costs were covered by some generous 
donations, some fundraising for us by Hartlepool Ladies Choir, and a dip into our 
general reserves of Ã20,000 towards total costs of Ã150,000. We take this 
opportunity to thank all our benefactors, including our bellringers who helped to tidy 
up and clean the bell fittings afterwards. 
 
We are privileged to have an attractive building for worship and to have very active 
bellringing taking place in our tower, both of which draw visitors and local people to 
our Church, which we see as an abiding place of worship in a continuity of faith 
over many centuries of service to the local community. This year we will be 
celebrating the 900th anniversary of the earliest record of the Church lands being 
dedicated to Christian service by Robert de Brus. 
 
We hope you will be able to join us in this 900th Year of Celebration of Faith. 
David Craig 
 

. 
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Joan Donnelly  
 

 
 

Some may remember my mother Joan Donnelly, who was for many 
years an active worshipper at Stranton Church. Sadly she died on 9th 
January after a very short illness, only a few months short of her 100th 
birthday. A service has been arranged for 13th February at Edgar 
Newman Crematorium in Kettering. We give thanks, now that her race is 
run, that she is with her Saviour and Lord. 
 
If anyone would like to pass on any memories of Mum, please feel free 
to contact me, Rev Mark Donnelly on mdonners58@gmail.com 
 
Every blessing in Jesus. 
 
Joan latterly lived in The Sycamores before moving to live with one of 
her sons in Kettering, probably over 15 years ago. Joan was a spirit filled 
lady who we were privileged to take to Churches Together Lent Courses 
and to Sunday services. Her quiet faith was inspirational to us as young 
Christian parents. A faithful servant of the Lord.  
Editor 

mailto:mdonners58@gmail.com
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The Gift of 2025 
 

 
 

You have been given a huge gift, itôs the gift of 2025. Itôs gift wrapped with a 
bright beautiful bow. You gently untie the bow and the sides of the box falls 
open. A sense of anticipation floods you, along with wonder and a touch of 
apprehension of what this year will bring. 
 
The gift is now wide open, its vastness is overwhelming. You see that  itôs a 
multi- faceted gift, it has so many parts to it. You cannot see its end from its 
beginning. In the centre of the gift is the one who was with you all through 
2024. He is shining radiantly. His arms are wide open and He calls you to 
come to Him.  As you walk towards Him, He asks you to take His hand.  
He says to you ñDo not look too far ahead, keep holding my hand, bathe in 
my lightò 
 
He continues to whisper words of encouragement to you. 
ñWe are going to walk through this gift together, no looking back now.ò 
ñIôll show you the wonder of each new day, if you let me.ò 
ñI will guide you and keep my loving eye upon youñ.  Psalm 32:8 
ñI will lead you and prompt you in when you should be saying óYesô and when 
you should say óNoô.ò 
ñAs you walk closely beside me, just holding my hand. Your old companions 
of anxiety, fear, doubt and people pleasing will dissolve.ò 
 
The gift of 2025 is like a blanket of white snow which has  never been trodden 
on, itôs brand new, so go into this gift with fresh eyes. Itôs a new beginning, so 
allow yourself a fresh start, but give others that gift too. ñLet go of past hurts, 
let go of unforgiveness. Take no burdens from last yearò. 
 
The giver of this gift loves you so much and promises never to leave you or 
forsake you He says to you; 
óSee I am doing something brand new, something unheard of. Even now it 
sprouts and grows and matures. Donôt you perceive it? I will make a way in 
the wilderness and open up flowing streams in the desertô.  Isaiah Ch 43:19 
 
Ang Hall 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjEvNa-sc_NAhWmD8AKHcrsBQQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jenningswire.com%2Fmetaphysics%2Fpractical-spirituality%2Faura-colors%2F&bvm=bv.126130881,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCN
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Central Hartlepool Group New Year Meal 
 

Around 50 congregation members of Stranton, St Lukeôs and St Aidanôs 
with St Columbaôs met in the upper room at the Golden Lion pub to enjoy 
food and fellowship. Revd John, Revd Becky and Revd Andrew all 
attended.  
 
The evening was organised 
by Helen Rochester and 
Kathrine Batty, with a 
Hartlepool themed quiz 
provided by Julia Taylor, 
many thanks to them for all 
their hard work. There was a 
choice of starters, main 
courses and desserts which were all delicious and with the prompt 
service all arrived at the appropriate temperature. A convivial evening 
was enjoyed by all. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A raffle with a wide array of prizes raised over Ã116 for the St Aidanôs 
Kitchen. The quiz was won by the pictured Stranton table.   
 
J.A.R. 
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Central Churches Mission Team Children & Families Work 
 

Christmas may seem a long time ago now, but looking back to the end of 2024 it 
was a very busy and blessed time for 
the outreach to children and families. 
 

The Christmas Tree Festival  saw about 
100 children plus staff come to St 
Columbaôs to look at the trees and 
learn about the Christmas Story. One 
afternoon a group of adults and 
children came to see the trees, make 
decorations and enjoy festive 
refreshments. Most stayed the whole 
time and there was a lovely community 
atmosphere. 
   

350 children plus staff from Stranton 
Primary School came to Stranton Church for a Christmas Celebration. Also 300 
children plus staff came to St Lukeôs Church for a Christmas Service. One 
teacher commented at the end, óI feel as if Iôve really had my Christmas now, Iôve 
been to church.ô 
 

There was a Christingle Service held at St Aidanôs Primary School for children 
and families of their Year 3 class. 
60 Christmas hampers were packed and delivered to St Aidanôs, Jesmond 
Gardens and Ward Jackson Primary Schools. They were delighted to receive 
them and distributed them to families in their schools. Each hamper contained 
church information and the Christmas Story. 
The end of term Toddlerôs party was great fun, particularly when the children had 
a visit from Father Christmas and received presents! 
On Christmas Eve there was a Pop Up Nativity in which all members of the 
congregation participated. I enjoyed playing the part of a mouse detective, 
dressed up - all part of the work. 
 

So what now in January? The work continues to blossom. 
Assemblies are booked at Ward Jackson, St Aidanôs, Jesmond Gardens, 
Stranton and Rift House Primary Schools. The two weekly RE Clubs at Stranton 
and Jesmond Gardens Primary School have started up again. RE lessons for 
the whole of KS2 at Rift House Primary School are booked. 
Thursday mornings I continue to attend St Aidanôs Kitchen, providing hot drinks 
but particularly talking to the young families that come and hearing their stories. 
As I write we are working on a new initiative to reach out to young families with 
the Gospel. Watch out for more details as they emerge. 
My sincere thanks as always to those who make this ministry possible by 
volunteering and through prayer. Please continue to pray for this work and 
consider if you want to join in if you donôt already. 
Blessings, 
Hayley Children & Families Worker 
Central Hartlepool Group Mission Team 
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Central Hartlepool Mission Project Christmas Hampers 
 

Sixty hampers containing Christmas treats were distributed between 
three local primary schools. Each school gifted hampers as they felt 
appropriate to families.   
Many thanks to the volunteers from Stranton and St Lukeôs who bought 
and packed the hampers and to Hayley for distributing them.  
 

Hampers were collected 
from St Matthewôs   
Community Centre by 
Jesmond Gardens Primary    

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Staff receive the hampers  
at St Aidanôs CE School. 
 
Ward Jackson CE Primary were delighted to  
receive their hampers. 

 
        .  
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The Pop Up Morning Service Nativity  
 

Kate was narrator and members of the congregation 
stepped into all the roles as the story unfolded.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Can you recognise all the cast of the Nativity? 
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Christmas Eve Family Service Pop Up Nativity  

 

Who do you recognise? Are some folk being typecast? 
    

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Valentineôs Day Quiz Answers 
 

V What V is mentioned in Psalm 23?      Valley 
A Which A brought the first disciples to Jesus?    Andrew 
L Which L walked past the victim in the Good Samaritan?  Levite 
E Which E had a vision to do with bones?     Eziekiel 
N Which N was a prophet for King David?    Nathan 
T What T is a weed and a title of a parable?     Tare 
I Which I book has 66 chapters?       Isaiah 
N Which N was Jesus from?        Nazareth 
E Which E was awakened by Samuel?      Eli 
S Jesus described himself as the good      Shepherd 
 
D Which D was saved from the Lions?     Daniel 
A Which A was hung by his own hair?       Absolom 
Y What was Benjamin relationship to his brothers?   Youngest 
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лмспн рссррм 

Are you planning a special celebration or party  
and looking for a venue? 

 

Have you thought about  

St Matthew's Community Centre? 
 

We have 2 large halls which can accommodate up to 140 persons 
 as well as 1 large and 2 small kitchens for your catering needs. 

One hall is even big enough to house a bouncy castle ð 
 ideal for children's parties. 

We also have our own private car park and some outdoor space if you fancy  
al fresco fun for your guests. 

 

If you would like further information please call: 
 Trish Playfor (01429 894006)  or 07305 550009  during office hours,  

and we will be happy to help. 
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Wedding of Lizelke Klindt and James Shelton 
 

We were privileged to be invited to the wedding of 
Lizelke Klindt and James Shelton on the Saturday 
before last Christmas. We hope many of you will 
remember Lizelke from her time with Stranton 
Church and the Central Hartlepool Group as a 
Ministry Experience Volunteer (ñMEVò) in 2021. 
Lizelkeôs placement with Stranton Church 
coincided with the lockdowns of the COVID-19 
Pandemic, which meant two particular things for 
us and for her: it placed constraints on which 
activities Lizelke could be involved in leading and 
supporting ministry, although she did some 
preaching in Stranton and was involved in the 
introduction of online streaming of worship, as 

well as participating in weekday outreach activities with the Group Mission 
Project. It also meant more fundamentally that Lizelke was unable to return to 
her family in South Africa as planned, at the end of her placement and so 
became instead part of our househould ñfor the durationò - which was a great 
blessing for us in sharing fellowship and faith journeys in those strange and 
difficult times: the enforced delay did also mean that Lizelke had time and 
space to complete her doctoral thesis for Durham University ñUnveiling the 
True Colours of Red Quasarsò, which she had commenced in 2016 and was 
able finally to submit in early 2022. 
The acknowledgements and thanks in her thesis include ñHartlepool Church 
Family and friends, in particular Revd. Norman and his wife Julie for their 
support and prayers.ò The preface includes her statement ñFinally, my PhD 
journey has not ended with me being a step closer to wearing a space suit, but 
it has brought me so much closer to the destiny God has dreamt for me all 
along. I set out on this journey when God called me to England with the words 
from Psalm 27:1, ñDominus Illuminatea meaò which means, ñThe Lord is my 
lightò, and along the way I have learned to look at the Cosmos not only at multi
-wavelengths to unravel the mysteries of red quasars, but also at the 
wavelength of ñfaithò so I could come to know its Creator more deeply. 
Therefore, every word that is written in this thesis, I have written for the glory 
of my Heavenly Father! ñ 
After a brief stay in South Africa, Lizelke came back to the UK for ministry 
training at Ridley Hall Theological College in Cambridge where she is now in 
her final year and to be presented for ordination as Deacon in June. Her 
husband James is also a member of Ridley Hall already serving as a curate in 
East Anglia. James grew up in Norfolk and was previously among other things 
a sports commentator for Radio Norwich. His particular interests include 
pilgrimage journeys. We hope their future pilgrimage together may at some 
time include a visit to Hartlepool! 
Please pray for Lizelke and James in their life and ministry together. 
Angela and David Craig 
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Ward Jackson CE Primary Update 
 

Wow  - what a performance by Ward Jacksonôs very own Christmas 
choir.They were amazing! Thank you to all our families, friends and 
shoppers for supporting our wonderful performers. A special thank you to 
our staff for all their hard work ï the children did us proud.  

 
 

 
 
            
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


