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From Heaven [ He] Came.
but t oé serve
( The musings of a pr

|l n BukPassi on Gospel whi ch we heard
a dispute arose among the disciple
greatest (LA k,e vRer2ed Jesus tells th
our worldly view on its head and se
as He, came from heaven as a hel pl
God, t he Servant Ki ng (as t he SO
countercultural fashion. And there
the servant heart of Christ, Tdm omao
®r ot her, Si ster, | et me s eratal aysotui,n
Crowrnsit$ emgd or d, I give my |if e, a

world in need. To e your hands and
Lulde Gospel got me thinking about é
pari shes, and how so few people act
many gaps that we need to fill espe
have (or coul d have) Church War de
treasurers), Pari sh Safeguarding

Secretaries, Deanery Synod Werpk ersse,n
Wor ker s, Pastor al Vi sitor s, Prayer
Smal | Group Leader s, Rea-gdeopl e, nCtE
Assi stant s, Musi ci ans, Wel comer s,

Screen Operator s, Cleaner s, Caret altk
who prepare people for Baptism and
Arranger s, Prayer Mi ni stry Teams, [
Hospitality and Soci al Event Team
Editors, School Governors, and the
Now there could be many vadi athl eea 9
i n regul ar and vi®sialdso|lwatyed ryh af piddneey |
already overcommitted el sewher e,

unpredictable shift patterns, per ha
perhaps you have your owr haebaolutth tecr
guilt anyondbubhtotsesviamgut asking
where they might be able to serve,
those who might hlaew et mion &g mme tan d f H:
c hat about t hat t oo. God can use a
people to do great things for his Kk



The® ea phloadsel oves a oheersfteims géf v e
second | etter to the Corinthians:

decided in his heart to give, not r
| oves a cheerful gi ver " (2 Cor 9 :
Corinthians to give financially +to
sense of duty or obligati on, but be
to give, happily not reluctantly.

| think the san® Ipatitneri pdpep liineisatud

wants us to serve happily, cheer ful
sense of duty®&omwhgblli gatyi am.d lethc ou
out their gifts, wh at It I's that t
sing rather than just tr yiiinfg Gyeooui mi n
wrong role at the dwrmenghapgmme, diyiolueg
ful fillidngmake ywouwnr hear't sing. B
opportunities for people to serve v
within our outreach into the commun
al most certainly be some way i n whi
the church, somet hing that excites
your heart to.

So the challenge iTWhaeraicésohgaoaksWhat
t hat makes our hearts sing for Jes.!
the kingdom of God within the I ife
I | eave you with some more wor &e f
may the words | say and -$tbhegté&imgs
smil|l e étloetyomyohgfei g t o you

Grace and peace, Revd John
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Commi ssioning of Rebecca B

Jordan Thornhill , Jacquli Ro
Pam Stockton on compl
the Wings for Worsh

e
I p

This course iIs designed to equip p
assist-euahaoinstic aspects of a comn
at services i n their | oc al pari sh,
Priest in Charge.

Every member of the church is calle
di fferent gi fts are given for di ff
beli eves that these people have be
this particular ministry.




You are Loved Beyond Me

P

Each seed was ©planted| .
the same ti me.

Each seed pushed t hr d |
rathNo two plants | ooks

A long spindly green g s h
shoot . A tiny dot of]p I n
Li ke my sweet pea shofg a
di fferent rates.

Not one seed or fl ower D et
ot her .

They each push t hr ou (EVASRsEs

winds, rain and heat and yet grow a
The Christian journey is not a cont
God is not | ooki ndpeat, wiwbo ptalbs th
about WwWheuboves the hardest, who 1iIs
God on His throne is and iIis booming

AYou are | oved beyond measur e,
You are my &@eeasaneed You to shine,
You are mine.

There is no ed for comparison

You are all I que.

There i ed to strive f my a
t

0
| give you. A wh a

S r
You @ama | |
i th ®d»esus precious bl

ne
un
nNo ne
rn wha

Paid in full w
I

Wal k t al i n the knowledge that yol
and champi on.

Where you are on your journey with
to be

Take a moment to speak these verses
i praise you because | am fearfully

are wonder ful , 0 know t hat ful | we l
Psal ms 139: 14 NI V

iHow precious to me are your though
t h eom!
Psal ms 139: 17 NI V.

Ang Hal l



Ward Jackson CF Primary E

What an amazing achievement we were able to
celebrate in school this morning. 28 children
completed our March Reading Challenge. They
have all read every day for the whole month -
that's a lot of reading! We think they’re amazing
& #wardjacksonway

What a wonderful Easter service today at
Stranton All Saints Church. A huge well done to
all our children who read, sang and danced -



http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjEvNa-sc_NAhWmD8AKHcrsBQQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jenningswire.com%2Fmetaphysics%2Fpractical-spirituality%2Faura-colors%2F&bvm=bv.126130881,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCN

V
E
D
A
Y
M
E
M
O
R
I
A
L

Wh i
Wh i

Wh i
Wh i

VE Day Memor |

a l Qu

YA saint has his'feast day

Etwvas a queen?

Owas raised from t he
Atvas Mobsreost her ?

Benjamin way

Wh
Wh

Wh
Wh
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Mhvas Mossiesst er ?
Ewas Jacob's
reMas ehso t o
Olwas a minor
KRWwas great

Jesus tri al was
WhaAi s the fifth book of

Wh i

ch book was written

St Matthew’s
Community Centre
Elwick Road

Coffee or Tea, Cake and Company
2.00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Saturday 3rd May 2025
Saturday Fth June 2025

A time to spend together,
meet vew people, make new friends

dead
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Centr al Hartl epool Gr ourg

nday Meditati oMonday 7:00pm to&8:0
ranton Toddl erTsueTsedary Ti me LNAFam td&@ 11
I ritual Oasis Wednesday8:30am to 2&000p
i dayl nDrQapf e 10: 00am to 12:&0pmi
Il day Meditation 2:00pm to 3:00p@™
e Fireplace 3:30pm 63

Pub Theology Group.
om Wedn'espraiyl 9weekly gat hering at 7. 0C¢
b (TS24 7QT near Stranton Church). We
you enter the main door of the pub.
ur f ace

Morning Prayer
om Mon'dapr 218, we wi | | be starting Mor
yone who would | i ke to attend. Furt he
t-sheets

Cel | Group

vd Becky wil/ be starting up cel |l g
e Lent Cours®, amoSt Cokelnp a s‘tW\Aawlnogpeonr
ople from across the whole group. | f
ntact Revd Becky.

"I used to pray that God
would feed the hungry,
or do this or that, but
now I pray that he will
guide me to do whatever
I'm supposed to do, what
I can do. I used to pray
for answers, but now I'm
praying for strength. I
used to believe that
prayer changes things,
but now I know that
prayer changes us and
we change things."

~ Mother Teresa

¢



and Festo Kanungh:¢:
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us as a place to |Iive and although
there I s already a cost to thinking
curacy. Pl ease join us in thanking
this place and for the friendships
already made. Pl ease pray that t hey
S having driving | essons, i's doi
Al ongsi de his CMS hour s, he contin
where he has settled in wel/ and he
to this store has brought a change
suits us a Ilittle better. Pl ease | ¢
rhyt hms, pl ease pray for Festo as h
a positive result from it. We hope
| t S not easy as the flights <cos
holi days as we are sure everyone |
A6, 000 for the five of wus to trav
negotiation with the schools but ¢t
ti me we will pay A480 in fines and
pray for us as we make these diffic
With |l ove from the Kanunghas

Me mor i al Qui z
saint has'his fe¥stctodae
S a queen? Est he

rai sed from t h®odea
a@bsr oM ohseer s? Aar on
was Joseph's vy . young

wadsi dvtossre s Mi ri a
as Jacob's twin? Esau
Moses go to aft eMi

w
d
was a minor PropheOBadi
was great grandmot Rat hof
I al was ' becausle lietg a
A I s the ' '
book was




Bewar e t he Yabbut s

YABBUTS ar e monstrous i ttl e beasti e
conversations t hat t ake pl ace ald 0
purpose is to sap the team of i1 ts uni
creative approaches as soon as they a
They do this by @@rbabbgug asaodema&i ng
| i ke

iWABBOWe tried that three years ago

WABBbOWe&y e never done it | ike that b

iWYABBO®OtThe Diocese would never go al o

iYABBO®OtThe members would never buy in

WABBOThey (The THEWhwo toawmstr ol the C

wod | et wus

IWYABBUOITt mi ght not work

iWYABBUOITt dwowor k here et c, , et
Be aware that when these YABBUTS cr aw
or swoop down i nto cihbnVeo&gkamommstr oué
they adopt the appearance of a cut e,
hel pful, contribution to the discuss
recognised and neutralised straight
deadly, negative missions.
The flow of |l deas fATbBosni shahmowge svef rcan
wo rok dHow an we make otamids awdr ke r edaso
work and therefore iIis not worth tryin

We are faced with major changes to
things and must change to take on bo
mean we have to throw out the basic t
but reflect the world we |Iive i n and
out si de.

g we must understand there

I n
B a fr e meinebtear svhat happemed to t
T y




Are you planning a special celeflgra
and | ooking for a venue?
Have you thought about
St Matthew's Community Centrle?
We have 2 |l arge halls which can accommod]at e
as well as 1 |l arge and 2 small kitchens| fo
One hall is even big enough tod house Ja b
ideal for children's parties
We al so have our own private car park and gome
al fresco fun for your guests.
I f you would |Iike further informatifn
Trish Playfor (00429 78390460 b6@&)WNi0Mg of fice jhou
and we wil!/ be happy to hel p.
{ UsSg@s )f a b/ 'J'"'iifﬁ‘)'i])'fi'"'J’I)’3)]3?"“)’)’5)')5]“)"")’J’]’)]I)"I)'3])'3])’3])’3])’3))’)’5)'}')’)}')}"")']I')"J"Ji)'iJi)?'Ji)'i','iﬁ]]'}])i]]}'ﬁ))
w2z 2Uy 3 [ 7Y & N .,,1 ¢
A X A @(‘ A DOCTOR
oT DNBUl 1OSYHss  couMERCIALA DOMESTIC
| F Nt SLI2 2 ¢ ™\ CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING
¢{Hp p[o A
¢StY nmMnud| HHMT YN
CIEY AnAMnOH Cb Hy h,.---_-ii TELEPHONE
a2o0AftS nr ln  MAup nmenH peEppM
0N = Mobile 07770 451111 [
aSYOSNI 2F UKS &/
CSRSN} o2y ¥ wz220y3
/[ 2y GNJ OG0 ANA

Victoria House
FUNERAL SERVICE

—

onal guidance oJ

AR «in

Carl Mean Apolena Wilson Andrew Evans Andrew Gardner
Dip FD, MBIE Dip FD, MBIFD MBIE Dip FD

TELEPHONE: (01429) 234777 * 26 VICTORIA ROAD, HARTLEPOOL TS26 8DD

WWW.VICTORIAHOUSEFUNERALSERVICE.CO.UK
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\ Helping Hands

e
Doyf)uneeda J YSAGK 2|'f1§f
al2 ) Infe Tide hLIKGKEFEE YAO H LI

Our Stranton care team has been
providing award winning quality

home care since 1989. HY i?\él'flzNJ\ | w2 | 'z
ftY nmMnH® HTTpp

We offer you a one to one live in care ¢S
service which enables you or your
loved one to remain at home with
compassion and dignity.

To find out more, call:

0808 180 1033 or visit:
inghands.co.uk
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The origins of the Pray:
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B I B L E

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

DI I SOPEOWE v nihsras s i b e S s s et John 14
WhHen en AU o nains susasaisnucnsua Psalm 27
WHEN YOU NANE SR o.covosuovan somsisiaesisssiidsssabvasisn Psalm 51
VISR YOU NAVE WOV . cocisioonisoiscsiossmnsisnssssvaniision Matthew 6:19-34
WHER VORLAFO I QAN o i pisssisivesisissiimsvatsiis Psalm 91
When God SeemS far QWay........ccocccveeeeceesieeeeeeescsennssenens Psalm 139
When your faith needs stirring............cccooeveeeeennnee. Hebrews 11
When you are lonely and fearful..............cccccevvevveeeennnnen. Psalm 23
When you grow bitter and critical.............cccovveeeevvnenee.. 1Cor. 13
When you feeldownandout...............ccccceeeeeen.e. Romans 8:31-39
When you want peace andrest......................... Matthew 11:25-30
When the world seems bigger than God ....................... Psalm 90
When you want Christian assurance...................... Romans 8:1-30
When you leave home for labor or traveil..................... Psalm 121
When your prayers grow narrow or selfish.................... Psalm 67
When you want courage fora task............ccccceeeneeeecnnnen. Joshua 1
When you think of investments/returns.........ccceeeveeeerenns Mark 10
How to get along with fellowmen...........ccccceeeeecveeenne. Romans 12
For great invention/opportunity...........cccccececceeeeeeecnnnn. Isaiah 55
For Paul's secret to happiness......... R col. 3:12-17
EVOLI WaNEX0 D UREY. . .ol dsssi s John 15
If your pocketbook iS emMPLY........cceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e Psalm 37
If your losing confidence in people.........c.ccccceeeeeveeeeccnnns 1Cor. 13
1€ peable SEEM UNKING...c...iiimimmmississsisnaseiss John 15
If discouraged about your WOork............ceeeeeeeeeeeccvnnnnenees Psalm 126
If you find the world growing small, and you great.....Psalm 19

AVAILABLE 24/7 | PHONE SERVICE NOT REQUIRED
DIRECT PETITIONS HEAVENWARD




Magni ficat 1 n the

Found a Bible in the foodbank queue,
someone left it wedged in the radiator.
Fell open to Mary's song—

The 'Magnificat’, they call it.

Sounds posh.

But it hit different.

Like prophetic fire packaged in a lullaby.

She's a girl—

young,

pregnant,

shamed,

unseen by priests,
invisible to Caesar.

And still she sings.

Not soft.

Not safe.

But fierce,

like she's seen through the lies of empire
and lived to tell the tale.

'He has scattered the proud.
Good.

Because the proud don't see me.
Not the bank manager.

Not those who hoard wealth.

Not the judge who fills out the form
and moves on.

'He brings down the mighty from their
thrones.

I've seen thrones—

not gold ones,

but high-rises full of profit

built on broken backs,

courtrooms where the suits smile
while we get time,

boardrooms where they hoard.

£ *
" d
At X070
'.*? D“L

@

e
W

tre

Fun

Mary's not playing.

She's preaching.

Like Hannah before her,

like the midwives in Egypt,
like that woman in Revelation
screaming against the Beast.

And here | am,

in a cold flat with mould on the ceiling,
shaking through another night,

and | wonder—

'Is she singing for me?’

Because if God lifts the lowly,
| qualify.

If God feeds the hungry,

my belly's ready.

If God remembers mercy,
I've got a list of things

| can't forget.

They sing this song in cathedrals—
robed choirs, golden processions.

But | think she sang it in a whisper,
mud on her sandals,

blood in her veins,

a heartbeat like revolution.

If that's true,

then maybe

this old book

ain't a fairy tale after all.

Maybe
it's a manifesto
from the margins.

Maybe

God's already here—

in the cracks,

in the cold,

in the cry of a girl

who dared to hope

in the shadow of empire.

And maybe
socanl.

- Rev'd Jon Swales, 2025

GUTTER

—a reflection from &
the margins

Gut
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through these brief notes vy

iYes we do this or thadt wor kweorée éwletdh @ ¢
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or |
f all this iIis to remind ours
e of why we do it, realise wher
It together in a more cohe
nated so that we can all sing
We ar ntinually Ch
arrest I's trend? Whadi shitaivedtvier d as ot D e

reminded that the
t | S
with other churches or similar organi sat

One way in which we can put the Church ¢
the road iIis to take a more pragmatic a
adoptibwmygi Aeckeet hods, I n thisMaakéetcogar s

Oh my goodness me! I have committed the
into t'@ent2ry by talking ogestdegthéi ngs
if aihdipe ando .hme@ yfeace idt ,hawee dmunc h of a
through @6f fwmeecdme world and use wor
Wil |l iank B(oaonddé wdbhdEhsy should the '
busi ness anet hods ?

o o0

| f we are that sguéami asmdalbouwtd iatmolt dter
of Marketing but also bear i n mind the f
Mar keti ng I s t he management process w h
supplies customer requirements efficient

Perhaps in a Church or wvoluntary seittheaer
process by whi ch organi sati ons assess
commuimity

Mar kemusg¢g not be adneusgedalmghtorugh t he | &
place i n a Marketing exercise. We adver
specific thing at a baekefsergdgomembi agdl ¢
but, i f worked through, much more powerf
Mar ketiisngabout telling people about t he
benefits of the products and/ or services
|l n our case it I's @adowuitceshte jpudtvi $ hen S
Services but where we are and what we dc¢
and aspiratciuen o meiftsht hoeur capabilities of
t hem.,

M ¢



What i s a service?
There are a number of definitions of a s
A service is intangible and perishabl e.
created and wused simultaneously (or neeée
retain the actual service after it is p
retained.
You cannot touch it or feel It or store
l i mited at the point of deliv8uy; hppef at
wi || be a pleasant experience
There are a number of relevant el ements
which goMamketitwmegr Mi according to whichev
to, one of which is noted here but there
The 4 Ps Product Pl ace Price Pr omot
Produtwhat i s on offer?

|l s there another similar product on

What i1is the Iikely competition?

What idg stthectoifveonuerssproduct ?

Will we offer a range of different

Wi | | our product gwal?0ft yan accept abl
Pl aceWhere will the service be delivered

What i s the catchment area?

| s the place conducive to the provi

for our product ?

|l s the place welcoming?
PriceWhat wil/l be the basic cost or pric

Will there be different costs for d
PromoWhamn use wil/l be made of advertisin

Will we use public relations or sal
We can | ook at the above in many differ
| ocally in our own Churches or in the wi
The above notes are a much simplified, b
concelfMarbéandgwhich with a |ittle common
fortitude, can be used to our advantage.
And f i mland ySeriwmi ce 0, Adkaarnit @Mlebmmreenda htofwhTrcint |
believe should always be our watchword
AiThat precise instant when the customer
of your business and on the basis of tha
qguality of your service and potentially

E Jeff Parsons 2025 i n conversat



We have now completed the spring sess
The Jumiawres | earned tdédhapkekea $Ssegeral m

i ncluding a triangle, a house tabl e,
fully working esoghengobndehol d! The si
has 1 mproved each week

The Compadlyave progressed in drill fr
manoeuvres to complex moves such as r
(University Challenge standard) . Bot h
which this year has been very good.

Anchdrasve a regul ar numberemwf
tic

opyeygsdda@tlz
ky crafts

spot the difference and s

each particular night.

Devotiohs the run up to Easter the JL
Jesus and the Romans (The <centuri on
centurion at the Cross).

Future Pl ans

Oon MayWwel6are holding our Open Night w
parade and will receive the badges an
the BB Session.

Doors are open from 7.00pm al/l are wa

Saturday'NUsaneur28Summer Fa&r €oammubBtt Ma
-you know the one with BARGAI NS GALORE

SaturdayT»luByhgl Bt MaTithewUP. Morni ng

July -2Jluslty'1 286 our Summer camp at Bir
Scarborough.

Longer termWButurecreating a mission
Company we can become more invol v@&d
Community Centre.

George Bainbridge



CELERRATE!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
to

May
Bar bar a Busby\'\dppg

Sarah Cart wri rﬁﬁby ‘."
EIl speth Craig ‘
Eve Coil s &
Andrew Rogers

Mi chael Thompson
Kat h Wei mer

VPPV PIIPIPPIIPIPPIPIIPIVPY
Special 90th M
Birthday L 2

Maj ori e Ash

¢¢¢eeeeeeee

Weddi ng Anni ver

Andrew & Louise Robe
David & Megan Rober t's

@2dz KIS az2YSOUKAYy3 (2 O
FRYAY X & ONGdINDKyD 2 NE @

2N LIK2YyS ydnannc @

lff SYGNASE G2 0SS Ay o6




