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!ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎΧ ό¢ƘŜ ƳǳǎƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǊƛŜǎǘύ 
!ǎ ǿŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎ 5ŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ǘƻ 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ фллǘƘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ {ǘǊŀƴǘƻƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ LΩŘ ǊŜƅŜŎǘ ŀ ƭƛǧƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ !ƭƭ 
{ŀƛƴǘǎΦ 

Ψ9ȄŎƛǝƴƎ IƻƭƛƴŜǎǎΩ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘƛǎΥ  CǊƻƳ ƛǘǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ŘŀȅǎΣ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ ƛǘǎ 
ŦƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ ǎǘƻƴŜǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƘŜǊƻŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƘƻƭƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎǎǳƳŜŘ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦ 

/ŜƭŜōǊŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎϥ ōŜƎŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΦ  !ǘ ŬǊǎǘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘΤ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƛƊ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŀǘ tŜƴǘŜŎƻǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ϥŦƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀǊǘȅǊǎΣ 
ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ŀ ǇƻǇŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŀ ŎƘŀǇŜƭ 
ǘƻ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎ ƛƴ {ǘ tŜǘŜǊϥǎ ŀǘ wƻƳŜ ƻƴ мǎǘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΦ  ²ƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ ǿŀǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ 
ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ŀǎ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎϥ 5ŀȅΦ 

¢ƘŜ Ǿŀǎǘ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ϤмсΣмоф ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ όŀǎ ƻŦ нлмсύ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ 
ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ {ŀƛƴǘǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ Iƻƭȅ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘȅΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƻǊ 9ƳƳŀƴǳŜƭΦ  hŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ {ŀƛƴǘǎΣ мпнр ŀǊŜ 
ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎ όǎǳǊǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ōȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ {ǘ aŀǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ мрмсύΦ  hǳǘ ƻŦ 
ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΣ L ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ {ǘ [ǳƪŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴ ŀǘ мтǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ нпн ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ {ǘ 
!ƛŘŀƴ ƛǎ пфǘƘ όроύΣ ŀƴŘ {ǘ /ƻƭǳƳōŀ спǘƘ όнпύΦ  ²ƛǘƘ {ǘ !ƛŘŀƴ ŀƴŘ {ǘ /ƻƭǳƳōŀ όŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 
hǎǿŀƭŘΣ /ǳǘƘōŜǊǘΣ .ŜŘŜΣ /ƘŀŘΣ IƛƭŘŀ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎύΣ ōŜƛƴƎ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ {ŀƛƴǘǎΣ ƛǘ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǿŀǎǘ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎŀƛƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ tǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ 
¸ƻǊƪΦ  ²ƘƛƭŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ aŀǊȅΣ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎΣ [ǳƪŜΣ tŜǘŜǊΣ tŀǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ 
ǿƛŘŜǎǇǊŜŀŘ ς ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ Iƻƭȅ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎ ōŜƎŀƴ ŀǎ ŀ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ 
ƳŀǊǘȅǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ LƴƴƻŎŜƴǘǎΣ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ōȅ IŜǊƻŘ όǎŜŜ aŀǧƘŜǿ нΥмс-муύΣ 
ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǇǝǎǘΣ ǘƻ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ όǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘƻƳŀǊǘȅǊ ƻǊ ŬǊǎǘ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ aŀǊǘȅǊύΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ !ƭōŀƴΣ LƎƴŀǝǳǎ ƻŦ !ƴǝƻŎƘΣ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ŀƎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ hǎǿŀƭŘΣ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ 
.ŜŎƪŜǘΣ Wƻŀƴ ƻŦ !ǊŎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƴŀƳŜǎ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ƻƴ ŀ 
ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ƳŀǊǘȅǊǎ ς ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ aƻǊŜΣ WƻƘƴ CƛǎƘŜǊΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ¢ȅƴŘŀƭŜΣ [ŀŘȅ WŀƴŜ DǊŜȅΣ 
¢ƘƻƳŀǎ /ǊŀƴƳŜǊΣ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ wƛŘƭŜȅ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΦ  Lƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǝƳŜǎΣ aŀȄƛƳƛƭƭƛŀƴ YƻƭōŜΣ 9ŘƛǘƘ 
{ǘŜƛƴΣ 5ƛŜǘǊƛŎƘ .ƻƴƘƻŜũŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ hǎŎŀǊ wƻƳŜǊƻΦ  !ƴŘ ǎǝƭƭΣ ŀƭƭ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ƻǳǊ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ 
ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳŀǊǘȅǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ 

LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜƳ ǿŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎ 5ŀȅΣ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ 
ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ  bƻǘ ŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀƴƻƴƛǎŜŘ όŜΦƎΦ 
.ƻƴƘƻŜũŜǊύΣ ōǳǘ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜƎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ 
ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ŬƎǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀǘ !ƭƭ 
{ŀƛƴǘǎΣ ƻǊ ŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

¢ƘŜǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ флл ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ŀ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ {ǘǊŀƴǘƻƴΣ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǿƴΣ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇǇŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǳǊƛŜǎΦ  {ƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ 
ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ƳƛƭŜǎǘƻƴŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎ 5ŀȅ нлнр ŀƴŘ нлнсΦ 

DǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŀŎŜΣ wŜǾŘ WƻƘƴ 
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From the Home Front 
 

From All Saints Day 2025 to All Saints Day 2026 is a momentous year in the long 
life of All Saintôs Church Stranton ï it is our 900

th
 Anniversary Celebration. We are 

not sure exactly what year Guisborough Priory gifted the land and when the first 
church was built at Stranton ï hence the choice of this year mid the possible dates.  
 

Being part of the 900
th
 Anniversary Team tasked with organising a wide variety of 

events and commemorations set me to thinking about my relationship and life 
within All Saints Church in Stranton Parishé 
 

I was born and brought up within the Parish in Wansbeck Gardens. I have early 
memories of watching from our attic windows as the Boys Brigade marched behind 
their bugles and drums from St Matthewôs Church Hall to Stranton for Church 
Parade. I was taken to services in Stranton from a young age by my Auntie, who 
was also my godmother and who had married in Stranton in April snow at the end 
of World War Two. I attended Sunday School in St Matthewôs Church Hall and 
recall the little book in which we put our attendance picture stamps, and singing as 
Alf Peacock played the piano. I recall being an angel (my parents were astounded 
at the casting!) and standing in front of the pulpit during the nativity performance. I 
recall the font residing at the back of the church near the entrance door.  
 

When only seven I recall my eldest brother marrying at Stranton, with my next 
oldest brother as best man and my sister as bridesmaid. As an adult I remember 
hearing our marriage banns being read and our wedding there in the late Queenôs 
Silver Jubilee Year. At that time the church doors were on the inside of the porch 
meaning the porch was not enclosed as it is now.  
 

I remember returning to Stranton in 1990 with my husband and three children 
under five -  jobless and homeless, living back with my parents after leaving 
Hampshire, our home for 13 years. The first time I walked through the church door I 
felt we had come home!  We met new friends, who have been there throughout our 
lives back in Hartlepool. Their children went to school with our children, we went on 
church holidays together, the children went to Christian camps together. We have 
supported each other with love, and practically, over the years, during the good and 
the tough times. They helped us grow in our faith and to live in the faith of a loving 
God and a Son who promises Eternal Life. I discovered the Holy Spirit and learnt of 
the gifts of the Spirit. We have sung, performed dramas, lead readings and prayers 
over many years. 
 

I watched our girls being confirmed through Stranton, then thrive in YF and 
Burbank Community Church, before going on to marry in Stranton too. Then three 
of our grandsons being baptised in Burbank Community Church and Stranton. I 
organised my parentôs funerals there and saw them into eternity.  It continues to be 
central to our lives in so many ways.  
 

What has it meant to you and your family? Do you feel connected through births, 
marriages, deaths, uniformed organisations, bellringing, youth groups? Please let 
us know and more importantly help us to celebrate Godôs House here in our 
Community and Godôs loving involvement in your livesé 
J.A.R.  
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The Rt Revd Sarah Mullally to become  
106th Archbishop of Canterbury 

 

 
 

His Majesty The King has approved the nomination of the Bishop of London, 
the Rt Revd and Rt Hon Dame Sarah Mullally, as the next Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Downing Street has announced.  
 

The 106
th
 Archbishop of Canterbury since Saint Augustine arrived in Kent from 

Rome in 597, Bishop Sarah will be the first woman to hold the office.  
She will be installed in a service at Canterbury Cathedral in March 2026.   
 

Sarah Mullally has been the Bishop of London since 2018, the first woman 
appointed to that role, and before that was Bishop of Crediton in the Diocese of 
Exeter. Prior to her ordination in 2001, she was the Governmentôs Chief Nursing 
Officer for England ï the youngest person ever to be appointed to that role at the 
age of 37 ï having previously specialised as a cancer nurse. Bishop Sarah has 
described nursing as "an opportunity to reflect the love of God".  
 

The Crown Nominations Commission (CNC) for Canterbury nominated Bishop 
Sarah following a process of public consultation and prayerful discernment that 
began in February this year. The Canterbury CNC was made up of representatives 
from across the Church of England, global Anglican Communion and the Diocese 
of Canterbury.  
 

The most senior bishop in the Church of England, the Archbishop of Canterburyôs 
ministry combines many roles including serving as the Diocesan Bishop of the 
Diocese of Canterbury, Primate of All England and Metropolitan, as well as primus 
inter pares ï or first among equals ï of the Primates of the global Anglican 
Communion, which consists of around 85 million people, across 165 countries. In 
the House of Lords, the Archbishop of Canterbury is one of 26 bishops who 
comprise the Lords Spiritual.  
 

Bishop Sarah said: ñAs I respond to the call of Christ to this new ministry, I do so in 
the same spirit of service to God and to others that has motivated me since I first 
came to faith as a teenager.   
 

ñAt every stage of that journey, through my nursing career and Christian ministry, I 
have learned to listen deeply ï to people and to Godôs gentle prompting ï to seek 
to bring people together to find hope and healing.  
 

ñI want, very simply, to encourage the Church to continue to grow in confidence in 
the Gospel, to speak of the love that we find in Jesus Christ and for it to shape our 
actions.  



р 

ñAnd I look forward to sharing this journey of faith with the millions of people serving 
God and their communities in parishes all over the country and across the global 
Anglican Communion.  
 

ñI know this is a huge responsibility, but I approach it with a sense of peace and 
trust in God to carry me as He always has.ò  
 

Currently known as the Archbishop of Canterbury-designate, Bishop Sarah will 
legally become the Archbishop of Canterbury at her Confirmation of Election at St 
Paulôs Cathedral in January 2026, with a service of installation taking place at 
Canterbury Cathedral in March.  
 

Biography:   
Born in Woking in 1962, Bishop Sarah became a Christian at the age of 16. Before 
being ordained, Bishop Sarah worked as a nurse in the National Health Service, 
which she has described as "an opportunity to reflect the love of God".   
 

She specialised as a cancer nurse and, at the age of 37, became the Government's 
Chief Nursing Officer for England, the youngest person ever to be appointed to the 
post. Bishop Sarah was made a Dame Commander of the Order of the British 
Empire in recognition of her outstanding contribution to nursing. She was ordained 
in 2001 and served her curacy in the Diocese of Southwark, initially as a self-
supporting minister, before leaving her government post in 2004. 
 

In 2012, she was installed as Canon Treasurer at Salisbury Cathedral and three 
years later took the role as Suffragan Bishop of Crediton in the Diocese of Exeter. 
On 12

th
  May 2018, Bishop Sarah was installed as the 133

rd
  Bishop of London at 

St Paulôs Cathedral, the first woman to hold the role. Bishop Sarah is married to 
Eamonn and they have two grown-up children, Liam and Grace.  
 

Appointment process ï key dates:  
Following the announcement, the next stage of the appointment process is the 
Election by the College of Canons of Canterbury Cathedral, which will take place 
before Christmas. 
 

On 28
th
January 2026, there will be a Confirmation of Election at St Paulôs 

Cathedral in London, at which Bishop Sarah will legally become the Archbishop of 
Canterbury.  
 

In March there will be an Installation (sometimes referred to as an óenthronementô) 
at Canterbury Cathedral, which denotes and marks the start of the new Archbishop 
of Canterburyôs ministry.  
 

A comment from the Rt Revd Sarah Clark, Acting Bishop of Durham: 
"I welcome with great joy Bishop Sarah Mullally as the 106

th
  Archbishop of 

Canterbury in what is both an exciting and historic appointment. In the Diocese of 
Durham, our prayers are with Bishop Sarah, her family and friends, as she 
prepares to embark on this significant journey. She will be leading the Church of 
England and the Anglican Communion at a time when we are facing many 
challenges, and when our society here and in the wider world is in need of peace 
and unity. Bishop Sarahôs appointment will bring renewed hope and 
encouragement to our Church. I am so grateful to God for the outcome of this long 
discernment of who is called to be the Archbishop of Canterbury for a time such as 
this." 
 
First published in full on: 3

rd 
October 2025 

. 
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Happy Birthday to you - All Saints Stranton! 
 
Weôre very excited to launch a year of 
celebration this All Saints Day for the 900th 
anniversary of All Saints Stranton! Weôd love 
you to all be a part of our celebrations!  
 

There will be updates each month in Signpost 
from us as a team inviting you all, and your 
friends and neighbours, to activities and 
services taking place. There are music 
concerts, community fun afternoons and maybe 
even a tower abseil on the horizon! 
 

Itôll be great to find out more about your 
memories of our beautiful parish church! If you have any photographs of 
the church that can help with our forthcoming history exhibitions, maybe 
weddings or baptisms, feel free to chat to one of the team or email Revd 
Claire or Revd John. 
 

On Saturday 1st November, celebrations will kick off with the joyous 
sound of a Quarter Peal rung by some of our regular bellringers, from 
6pm. The church will be open and weôd love to welcome you to look 
around the church and enjoy a cuppa, cake and some chat, as you listen 
to the bells being rung.  There may also be an opportunity to go up into 
the ringing room, once the ringing has finished.  
 

On Sunday 16th November, weôll be launching an exciting new monthly 
evening praise service called óSundays at 6ô from 6-7pm. The service 
will include times of worship with contemporary music, opening up Godôs 
Word and prayer ministry. We look forward to welcoming guest 
preachers to support us in this new initiative. 
 

On Sunday 22nd November, the Boys Brigade will be having their 
Christmas Fayre. Do look out for Trishôs crafts which will be raising 
money for our 900th anniversary celebrations. A big thank you Trish for 
offering to give to us in this way! 
 

If youôd like to find out more about what is being planned for the rest of 
our celebrations or would like to support us, please do get in touch. It will 
be lovely to hear from you! 
 

We look forward to sharing more with you in next monthôs edition! 
 
900th Anniversary Celebration Team  
Revd Claire, Revd John, Jacqui Rogers, Diane Greenwood, Cheryl Mills, 
and Maureen Anderson. 
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Harvest Festival  
 

Our Harvest Festival was held on Sunday 28th September. Members of 
the Sunday Congregations were treated to a ñBacon Buttyò treat 
between the services. At 11:00 am the Brownies, Guides and Boys 
Brigade Paraded their Colours before and after the Service. Tyler 
Anderson from Boys Brigade read one of the Bible passages and the 
Boys Brigade performed two harvest pieces on the Boom Whackers.  
 
A fitting thanks to God who provides for our needs. Thanks also to all 
those who decorated the church to make it so welcoming and festive for 
the families and members who attended. Thanks to everyone who 
donated food and money which went to support Hartlepool Food Bank.  

 
 

Uniformed Organisations Colours were Paraded.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tyler Anderson read the lesson  Boys Brigade played the Boom Whackers 
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 Harvest Gifts & FairTrade display 
 
 
 
 

Harvest Festival at Elwick Grange Care Home 
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wƻƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ 
DǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΣ 

.ǊŀƴŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦ 

!ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ {ǘǊŀƴǘƻƴ 

13th October 2025 
 

A copy of a letter sent to PCC members earlier this month. 
 

Dear PCC members, 
Alongside the Steering Group, the Area Dean, and members of the 
diocesan team, we have been reviewing the priorities for our Mission 
Project for the remaining 15 months of funding, with a view to making a 
tangible impact on our town.  For some time, the project has been 
operating out of St Columba's, reaching out into a lot of different areas 
of our communities.   
 

Since Patrick was appointed, with an aim of transforming the work of 
the project, we have found a clear need for revitalisation in the Rift 
House area of our town.  Revd. Becky has been working with the 
diocesan church growth team on ideas for planting a new worshipping 
community into this area, building on the work that Patrick and Hayley 
have been doing in the Rift House Community. 
 

We now have a clear way forward for bringing faith into the Rift House 
area, with measurable targets to aim for, which will show the ultimate 
success of the project in Hartlepool. 
 

We think this is a fantastic opportunity for the Central Hartlepool Group 
to come together and share in the regeneration of a Christian presence 
within Rift House, with St Columba's as the worship centre at the heart 
of this community. 
 

To enable this venture, a number of things will be changing.  Some with 
immediate effect, others in the next few months. 
 

1. With the focus being on regeneration in the Rift House area, Revd. 
Becky will be taking on the Clergy Lead/Clergy Facilitator role for the 
mission project, facilitating the day-to-day activities of the project.  This 
will release Revd John from project responsibilities to focus on mission 
within St Luke's and Stranton. 
2. To facilitate the focus on Rift House, Hayley will be withdrawing from 
some of her current project activities across the group, but will be 
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maintaining links with our local schools through continuing support to 
assemblies and church visits.  There is a possible opportunity for St 
Luke's and Stranton to keep some of the additional links going (e.g. 
Lunch clubs) if they want to take this on.  Revd John is exploring this as 
an option. 
3. With Revd. Becky taking on more of the project responsibilities and 
focussing on a church plant in Rift House out of St Columba's, we will be 
releasing her from the 9am Sunday service at Stranton to concentrate 
on St Aidan's and St Columba's.  Revd John will work with the church 
wardens to revise the service pattern across the two parishes.  This 
creates the added opportunity for sermon series to be rolled out a little 
easier across two parishes and not three, and will also free up St 
Aidan's administrator from coordinating the rota for the whole 
group.  Revd. Becky's last Sunday at Stranton on a regular basis will be 
Sunday January 11th 2026. 
4. The Steering Group will continue to oversee and direct the project 
activities, with Kathrine (St Aidan's administrator) taking on the HR 
aspects of line management of Patrick. 
5. The Central Hartlepool Group will continue to work together, in 
support of one anothers' mission and ministry, through social events, 
opportunities to worship together outside of main Sunday services (e.g. 
occasional afternoon / evening / midweek services). 
 
We also have an opportunity to work together in reaching into an area of 
our town with very little Christian presence, we continue to share in the 
joys of the project activities such as weekly meditations, pub theology 
etc., and could see the development of St Columba's as a 'resource hub' 
for the whole of the group to come together for Lent/Advent courses and 
other events, as well as the possibility of discipleship courses, PCC 
away days and so on making use of the facilities available.  
 
While these are decisions that have been taken by the Steering Group, 
in their role of looking after our Mission Project, we're aware that these 
changes have a number of knock-on effects into the parishes.  If you 
have any questions, concerns, or observations on any of this that you 
would like to share then there will be an opportunity for discussion at our 
next PCC meeting.  In the meantime, please feel free to get in touch 
with one of us. 
 
Very best wishes, 
John & Becky 
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Nine Hundred Quiz 
 
N  Which N was a cupbearer? 
I   Which two I's were the sons of Abraham?  
N  Which N was a disciple? 
E  Which E was the first garden? 
 
H  Camillus de Lellis is the patron saint of H? 
U  Which U was the 10th King of Judah? 
N  Which N was a Galilean Village? 
D  Which D was a female Judge? 
R  What R delivered food to Elijah? 
E  What E Life does Jesus offer all believers? 
D  What D is a region south of the Sea of Galilee? 

 
 

 
The One  

 
    
 
 

The epitaph on the soldierôs grave 
Said óHe was only one, 
But he was our only oneô. 
A poignant note from parents 
Mourning their dead son. 
A heart rendering message 
A loving tragic tribute 

To their only well-loved Boy 
 

Another Father knows their feelings so well, 
His Son had to go on a painful rescue mission 

All because of your transgressions. 
To pay your debts for your forgiveness 
To take the weight of stress you caused 
Plus, to give you the chance of life eternally. 

 
Two sons who paid the ultimate price. 

One buried in a foreign land 
With symbol of the One on his grave, 
A reminder of the One who can save, 
To offer life beyond the earthly grave. 

George Bainbridge 
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Ward Jackson CE Update 
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{ǘŜǾŜƴ aŎ/ƻƴƴŜƭƭ 
wƻƻŬƴƎ /ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊ 

 

от DǊŜǘŀ !ǾŜƴǳŜ 
IŀǊǘƭŜǇƻƻƭ 
¢{нр р[9 

 

¢ŜƭΥ лмпнф ннмтуп 
CŀȄΥ лмпнф нумслф 
aƻōƛƭŜ лтурл фнрмуо 

 

aŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 
CŜŘŜǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ wƻƻŬƴƎ 

/ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎ 

лмспн рссррм 

Are you planning a special celebration or party  
and looking for a venue? 

 

Have you thought about  

St Matthew's Community Centre? 
 

We have 2 large halls which can accommodate up to 140 persons 
 as well as 1 large and 2 small kitchens for your catering needs. 

One hall is even big enough to house a bouncy castle ð 
 ideal for children's parties. 

We also have our own private car park and some outdoor space if you fancy  
al fresco fun for your guests. 

 

If you would like further information please call: 
 Trish Playfor (01429 894006)  or 07305 550009  during office hours,  

and we will be happy to help. 
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YŜƛǘƘ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ 
hǇƘǘƘŀƭƳƛŎ hǇǝŎƛŀƴǎ 

 
ну ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ wƻŀŘΣ IŀǊǘƭŜǇƻƻƭ 

¢ŜƭΥ лмпнф нтрррм 

.w!.Lb9w 
/!wt9¢{ 

 
нпф ς нрм ¸hwY wh!5 
I!w¢[9thh[ 
¢{нс ф!5 

 
¢9[Υ όлмпнфύ  нтннфу 
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²ŜΩƭƭ ƎǳƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ  
ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ 
/ŀƭƭ ǳǎ нп ƘƻǳǊǎ ŀ ŘŀȅΦ 

 

a!{hbΩ{ ϧ a9¸b9[[ 
C¦b9w![ 5Lw9/¢hw{ 
лмпнф уснлнм 

 

мнф tŀǊƪ wƻŀŘΣ IŀǊǘƭŜǇƻƻƭΦ 
¢{нс фI¢ 
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WƻŀƴƴŀΩǎ tƻƻŎƘƛŜǎ 
tŀǊŀŘƛǎŜ 

 

мпт 9ƭǿƛŎƪ wƻŀŘ 
IŀǊǘƭŜǇƻƻƭ 
¢{нс ф.² 

 

tŜǘ {ƘƻǇ  
ϧ  

5ƻƎ DǊƻƻƳƛƴƎ 
 

лмпнф нтллрс 

IŀǊǘƭŜǇƻƻƭ  ϧ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ IƻǎǇƛŎŜ 
 

tǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŦǊŜŜ ǇŀƭƭƛŀǝǾŜ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǝŜƴǘǎΦ  
hũŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ƘŜƭǇ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ Σ 

ŀǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƴŀǝƻƴǎΦ  
tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǳǎ ŀǘΥ 

 

!ƭƛŎŜ IƻǳǎŜ ²Ŝƭƭǎ !ǾŜƴǳŜ  
IŀǊǘƭŜǇƻƻƭΦ ¢{нп ф5! 
¢ŜƭΥ лмпнф уррррр 

 

{ǘǊŀƴǘƻƴ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ 
 

!ŎŎƻǳƴǘŀƴŎȅΣ ¢ŀȄŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ tŀȅǊƻƭƭ 
 

пф {ǘƻŎƪǘƻƴ wƻŀŘ 
IŀǊǘƭŜǇƻƻƭ 
¢{нр м¢· 

 

¢ŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜΥ  лмпнф нулппп 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ ƻŶŎŜΦŀŘƳƛƴϪǎǘǊŀƴǘƻƴōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

ǿǿǿΦǎǘǊŀƴǘƻƴōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦŎƻΦǳƪ 

MOVING HOME? 
 

Does your property need an 
 

ENERGY PERFORMANCE 
CERTIFICATE? 

 

Then call Andrew Rogers at 
Energy Education North 
On 07831 314375 

 

energy.education@btconnect.com 
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A Heavenly Letter 
Dear Child 
 

I see you in your pit. 
I hear your moans and groans. 
I know the depth of your pain. 
I feel your disappointment. 
When you cry out my name. I hear you. 
I come to you. I sit with you in your pit of despair. 
I am so close. 
I am your comforter. 
People will try and speak words of comfort or give you platitudes. 
They try to bring you comfort with their well-meaning words. 
I comfort your heart. 
I am the one who will give you true peace. 
Itôs okay to lament. 
I need my children to be real and honest.  
Pour it all out onto me. Even the words you canôt articulate I hear the 
sighs.  
I can take it all. I have broad shoulders. 
I see your helplessness. 
Hope comes when you come into my presence. 
I am your hope. 
 

ñI called on your name, Lord, from the depths of the pit.ò 
Lamentations 3:55 NIV 
 

ñYou came near when I called you, and you said, ñDo not fear.òò 
Lamentations 3:57 NIV 
 

Ang Hall 

Nine Hundred Quiz Answers 
 

N Which N was a cupbearer?      Nehemiah 
I  Which two I's were the sons of Abraham?   Ishmael and Isaac 
N Which N was a disciple?      Nathaniel 
E Which E was the first garden?     Eden 
 
H Camillus de Lellis is the patron saint of H?   Hospitals 
U Which U was the 10th King of Judah?    Uzziah 
N Which N was a Galilean Village?     Nazareth 
D Which D was a female Judge?    Deborah 
R What R delivered food to Elijah?    Ravens 
E What E Life does Jesus offer all believers?  Eternal 
D What D is a region south of the Sea of Galilee?  Decapolis  
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Our shared harvest 
 

I am just back from our annual harvest assembly at St Aidanôs School. I was 
bowled over by the generosity of the families who had given unstintingly to 
provide for those in need. It was a vote of confidence from them for the work we 
do as a church at our Thursday Kitchen, and a sign of trust that we will make 
good use of what they give us. In the assembly I talked about something which 
Rev. Martin Luther King said: óBy the time you have eaten breakfast you will have 
depended on more than half the worldô. We thought about all the countries and 
all the workers in them who we have to thank for our breakfast ï tea growers in 
Kenya, coffee farmers in Brazil, peanut producers in the USA and sugar from 
India, and we thought about how God made us to be dependent on each other as 
part of his plan for us. As we see flags going up on our streets celebrating being 
English and British, letôs not forget that our country is dependent on others to be 
able to live its life to the full, dependent even for things as basic as our daily food. 

 
As the children left the school hall at the end of 
the assembly one little boy said proudly to me óI 
brought that pancake mixô and pointed out a 
little packet arranged on the stage. He looked 
at it longingly and I got the distinct impression 
that he would have liked to have kept it to eat 
himself, but that he was even more glad to 
have shared his booty with others. While 
Hartlepool is turning out young people like this 
we wonôt go too far wrong. Thank you St 
Aidanôs School and all its families. 

Revd. Becky 
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Daytime Advent Course 
 

 A Christmas Carol - A study course lasting 5 weeks from 18
th
 November at St 

Columbaôs at 10:30am for 10:45am start (refreshments available), finish at 12 noon. 
 

We will be reading (or listening to) parts of the story then sharing our views on some 
questions. The reading is optional as many do not enjoy reading aloud to a group of 
people. 
There are many film versions, and I am sure we all have our favourites!  
There are theatre performances at Billingham Forum Theatre the week before the 
Advent course with ticket prices from Ã18.50.  
Watching the film or theatre production would be an ideal way to prepare for the 
course and for the Christmas season. 
 
For further information contact: 
Revd Becky 01429 671358        Patricia Watson 07708131650 
 

Patricia Watson  
 

Daytime cell group 
 

This takes place on a Tuesday with 10:30am for a 10:45am start. It finishes promptly 
at 12:00 noon.  
 

After initial chats, we offer prayers as requested by group members. At present we 
have five regulars, all our Group churches are represented. After prayers there is 
information about the book we are reading. It is a reading group rather than Bible 
study. As we read from different versions of the Bible we are able to compare the 
language used in each version.  
 

Myself and others facilitate the sessions and we jointly agree the book we are 
reading next and the reason for the choice. eg after Jonah we read Nahum as it 
explained what was happening in Nineveh. Micah and Habakkuk followed because 
they had things in common with Nahum.  
 

At present we are reading I Peter. Prior to this we read James, as a change from the 
Old Testament. James isnôt often used in our Sunday readings and thereôs so 
much in it about living to love God and our neighbours as ourselves.  
 

So far, we have read/will be reading: 
Advent 2024 Women of the Nativity, Lent 2025 Women of Holy Week,  
Advent 2025 (beginning 18th November 2025)  A Christmas Carol 
 
Books of the Bible: Ruth (1st time), Esther, Hosea, Ruth (2nd time), Jonah, Nahum, 
Micah, Habakkuk; James,1 Peter. 
 
Please consider joining us for Advent. The book we are using is called óBook and 
Bible study Guideô based on the Charles Dickens Classic óA Christmas Carolô, prices 
vary depending on the supplier although they average about Ã10. Please do not be 
put off by the cost of the book as youôll be able to share or, if you prefer, just listen. 
Reading aloud is optional and no one minds if you would prefer to just listen! 
 
Patricia Watson 
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  Food Bank Update 
 

The Autumn Budget must deliver urgent action on hunger 
 

New research shows that 14.1 million people ï including 3.8 million 
children ï faced hunger in the UK last year because they didnôt have 
enough money for food. Without urgent action to boost incomes in the 
Autumn Budget, this severe hardship risks becoming the new normal for 
millions of households. 
 
Hunger in the UK is Trussellôs landmark study, delivered in partnership 
with Ipsos, on the scale, profile and drivers of food insecurity and food 
bank use across the UK. Itôs a title that describes the harsh reality facing 
one in six (16%) households, or 14.1 million people, going without 
enough food because they cannot afford it. More worrying still, this is a 
significant increase compared to our first round of research in 2022 when 
we found one in seven (14%) households, or 11.6 million people were 
facing hunger in the UK. 
 
Millions of people are being left with no option other than to turn to food 
banks, and millions more are going hungry without even seeking help 
from charitable food providers, often because they feel that others need 
help more.  
Young children are particularly badly affected, with one in three (31%) 
children under five growing up in a food insecure household. Disabled 
people are disproportionately impacted too. More than a quarter (27%) of 
disabled people experience food insecurity and nearly three quarters 
(74%) of people referred to food banks in the Trussell community are 
disabled. The likelihood of having experienced a change in life 
circumstances such as job loss, bereavement or a new health problem is 
higher for people referred to food banks in the Trussell community. And 
for people who can work, this is no guaranteed route out of hardship. In 
fact, nearly a third (30%) of people referred to Trussell food banks are in 
working households - up from 24% in 2022.  
 
At the heart of this very troubling problem is a social security system 
which is failing to provide enough security when people need it. Over half 
(52%) of people receiving Universal Credit experienced hunger in the 
last year, and almost a quarter (23%) had to access a food bank or other 
charitable food provision. Universal Credit isnôt doing the fundamental 
job of protecting people from going without the essentials. 
 

https://www.trussell.org.uk/news-and-research/publications/report/hunger-in-the-uk-2025
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Food bank need is not about a lack of food, itôs about a lack of income. 
On average, households referred to food banks are left with just Ã104 a 
week after housing costs to cover food, energy bills, travel, toiletries, and 
other essentials. This is only 17% of what the average UK household has 
left after paying their rent or mortgage. In this context, the UK 
governmentôs forthcoming Child Poverty Strategy is a golden opportunity 
to reduce the number of children facing hunger and living in severe 
hardship. There are sensible funding proposals and routes to maintain 
fiscal credibility while still delivering ambitious changes to turn the tide on 
hunger, including much needed updates to our social security system. 
We must also remember that severe hardship in the UK is costing our 
public services, the economy, and the public purse to the tune of over 
Ã75 billion a year.  
 
óHunger in the UKô should be a benchmark for the UK governmentôs 
manifesto commitment to end the need for emergency food.  
Going without food and other essentials should not be a routine part of 
life. The government must use the Child Poverty Strategy and Autumn 
Budget to go further with changes that people will feel before the end of 
this Parliament, and deliver on the promises made to voters on food 
banks, child poverty and living standards. This means: 
¶ Scrapping the cruel two-child limit. This would lift 470,000 children out 
of hunger and hardship and is a cost-effective way of reducing child 
poverty, with the additional spending required being almost entirely met 
by Ã3.1 billion in fiscal and economic benefits. 
Introducing a full protected minimum floor in Universal Credit as a low-
cost step towards an Essentials Guarantee. This should limit all 
reductions to UC, including reductions made due to the benefit cap. This 
could be set initially at 15% below the standard allowance and would 
provide people with more security and certainty about how much they 
will receive each month. 
Uprating Local Housing Allowance in line with the cheapest 30% of local 
rents. Two fifths (41%) of people referred to food banks had experienced 
some form of homelessness in the past year, and this has risen from 
36% in 2022. The policy of freezing support with housing costs for 
private renters risks driving even more people into hunger and 
homelessness and must end. 

The Chancellor has said she wants the Autumn Budget to be about 
delivering óopportunity for allô. This will only be possible with urgent 
action to reduce the levels of hardship in our communities.  

https://www.trussell.org.uk/news-and-research/publications/report/cost-of-hunger-and-hardship-final-report
https://www.trussell.org.uk/news-and-research/publications/report/cost-of-hunger-and-hardship-final-report
https://www.trussell.org.uk/news-and-research/publications/report/cost-of-hunger-and-hardship-final-report
https://www.trussell.org.uk/support-us/guarantee-our-essentials


нм 

 

 
 
 

Bacon Butty and Harvest 
Festival Service 

 
 

On 28
th
 September we held a Bacon Butty Sunday in St Mathewôs CC between 

the morning services. 
 

This enabled BB, Guides and both Congregations to enjoy a very tasty Bacon 
Butty and a Cuppa - it was very well supported. 
Then we made our way down to church for the Harvest Festival Service where our 
Anchors and Juniors played óAll Things Bright and Beautifulô and the chorus of óWe 
Plough the Fields and Scatterô on Boom Whackers. 
Corporal Tyler Anderson read a passage from the bible and our Colours, along 
with the Brownies and Guides, were presented to Rev John. 
Our very colourful Autumn displays by all Sections were placed on the south side 
of church - photos are on Facebook and in Signpost. 
 

All our sections are now planning to make a Remembrance Day Display for 
church.  
 

Our other activities in each Section have included various games, crafts, marching 
and drill. We have promoted Casey Cornforth and Lucas Hansford to Lance 
Corporals - they are now working towards further promotions. 
In addition, we have restarted our Band on Friday Nights. 
 

Fund Raising 
 

On Saturday 22
nd

 November we are holding our Christmas Fayre at St Matthewôs 
CC from 09:30 ï 12 noon. 
Bargains Galore are guaranteed! 
 We are collecting Bric a Brac (No clothing please) and if you would like it 
collecting, please contact George Bainbridge on 07816445829. 
 

A chilly way of raising Funds! 
On Boxing Day we are offering our Company Lads a chance to raise some funds 
by taking part in the Boxing Day Dip at Seaton Carew. 
 

Again, if you would like to raise funds for us contact us on 07816445829 
 

New Members 
We still have room for new members in each Section: 
 

Anchors 6:00-7:00pm every Friday Night 
 

Juniors 6:30-8:00pm every Monday Night 
 

Company 7:05 ï 9:00pm every Friday Night (Band Practice - from 6:15pm) 
 
All at St Matthewôs CC and Subs are Ã2.00 per night 
 
George Bainbridge 
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Boyôs Brigade 
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Gardening News ï Autumn 
 

We are once again coming to the end of the gardening season, after our hottest 
summer on record.  This has meant frequent watering, bearing in mind the need to 
preserve our limited water supplies.  We have taken to collecting tap water whilst 
running water for washing up and then recycling the water afterwards to water the 
pots and baskets (as recommended by Monty Don on Gardenersô World).  As a 
result, the hanging baskets are only now fading and the potted plants are mostly 
still going strong.  Some of the roses have had a very welcome late flowering.  One 
in particular stands out in my garden and that is a David Austin Olivia Rose, which 
has been covered in flowers in recent weeks, probably because I pruned it quite 
hard after its first major show of flowers in June/July (again, as recommended by 
the venerable Monty).  
 
We have recently returned from our usual autumnal visit to Scotland, where we 
once again visited Blair Castle, home of giant redwoods, which we have visited 
many times. 
This year we have discovered a new (to us) beautiful Japanese garden near 
Stirling, which was still full of colour, with red, orange and yellow Acers, as well as 
many other ornamental trees, ferns, water lilies and some late flowering 
hydrangeas.  This part of Scotland has obviously not suffered the droughts that 
other parts of the UK have experienced.  We walked round the gardens in the 
pouring rain - to begin with we were the only ones in the gardens apart from one 
wet but hardy gardener - before joining everyone else in the coffee bar.  We canôt 
complain about this though, because we  had good (even on occasions, sunny) 
weather up till that point. I remind myself that, without the rain, we wouldnôt have 
the stunning scenery, with lochs, rivers, mysterious Scottish mists, velvet 
mountains (when the mists arenôt hiding them), trees and plants.  Even the country 
roads are lined with trees, often forming an arch over the road.  
While we were there, we visited Scone Palace (and Glamis Castle, where the late 
Queen Mother grew up and where you can see two small childrenôs chairs 
positioned in front of the fireplace, where the young Princesses Elizabeth and 
Margaret used to sit when they were visiting their Scottish grandparents. 
 
Back in my own garden, we are now busy tidying up and cutting back overgrown 
bushes, trying to make maximum use of the limited remaining garden bin 
collections.  This summer, as well as our magpie friend, Jet, we have been joined 
by another feathered friend in the form of a pigeon.  He came to us in unhappy 
circumstances.  He appeared in late August, when he took up residence for several 
days in our back garden.  We finally came to the conclusion, after watching him try 
to take off, that he had a flight problem, ie he couldnôt fly.  We fed and watered him 
and rang the RSPCA, who told me that he had probably left the nest too early and 
didnôt have the strength to fly back up.  This meant that he was very vulnerable, 
especially as a local cat had clocked his whereabouts and kept returning and 
having to be chased away.  After a few more days, I rang a local vet, who would 
have taken him off us, but said that the pigeon would probably have to be put to 
sleep.  This had now become a life or death decision on behalf of our feathered 
friend!  At this point I consulted óOurô Angela (churchwarden/retired vet), who wisely 
suggested that we should keep feeding him for a few more days and encourage 
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him to fly.  To add to the drama, that same day we spotted a sparrowhawk in the 
garden, along with a tell-tale pile of feathers on the lawn.  Naturally, we feared the 
worst, but the pigeon reappeared the next day, totally unconcerned, as if nothing 
had happened.   
The pigeon story continues. At this point in the proceedings my brother-in-law 
intervened and offered to look after said pigeon if we could catch him! The plan 
was to leave a pet carrier on the grass with the door open and a trail of pigeon 
food leading into it.  Clearly, the pigeon would then, of course, enter the pet carrier 
and an observer (me) would close the door on him. To this end I got up early the 
next morning and spent an hour observing, ready to rush out into the garden, 
secure the door and save the day.  The pigeon, however, did not understand his 
role in this plan and failed to make an appearance.  That is an hour of my life that 
I will never get back! 
You will, I am sure, be pleased to know that this story has a happy ending. The 
sparrowhawk was never seen again, the cat didnôt get lucky and the pigeon 
learned to fly!  Since then, he visits us every day, possibly because we are still 
feeding him, but I like to think that he looks on our garden as his home.  We can 
distinguish him from other pigeons, as he has a distinctive, clumsy looking walk, 
especially when going downhill, eg on a roof (I can only describe it as a plod) and 
his feathers are not as smooth and as well coiffured as his friendsô.  He has also 
got to know us and allows us to get quite close to him.  
 
I promised to research some time ago the subject of prayer gardens.  A prayer 
garden is described by Google as ña dedicated outdoor or indoor space created 
for quiet contemplation, reflection and spiritual connection, fostering a sense of 
peace and reverence é often designed with symbolic elements to inspire faith 
and provide a connection to the divineò.  The key characteristics of a prayer 
garden are: it is a quiet and reflective space; it focuses on a connection with 
nature, linking spiritual reflection with the beauty and order of creation; it has 
symbolic features such as statues, fountains or inscriptions from scripture; and, it 
can be tailored to the needs and beliefs of an individual or community. 
This links very closely with the explanation of the ethos of a Japanese garden, 
which was described in the garden that we have just visited as being ñdesigned to 
help us escape the everyday world and connect with natural wondersò.  
Everything is positioned with care and purpose and everything has meaning.  
There is a major focus on water (ponds, water features, streams) as a life-giving 
force and zig-zag paths ñmirror life as we navigate our way through challenges, 
changing direction as we goò.   
I think most believers (of whatever religion) would agree that nature, from wild, 
rugged landscapes to formal, man-made garden spaces offers us a spiritual 
connection with the God who created this wonderful world.   
Alas, my next and final trip of the year is unlikely to yield much in the way of 
garden news, as we are going south this time, to visit friends, and the main focus 
of the visit will not be gardens but cars - a visit to the British Motor Museum at 
Gaydon, Warwickshire followed by a Grand Prix weekend ï you win some, you 
lose some! 
 
Pam Stockton  
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Boy Brigade Christmas Fayre 
 

On Saturday 22nd November  
we are holding our Christmas Fayre  

at St Matthewôs CC  
from 09:30am - 12noon 

Bargains Galore are guaranteed!! 
We are collecting Bric a Brac (No clothing please) and if you would like it 

collecting please contact George Bainbridge on 07816 445829 
 

Toys 

Bargains Galore�³ All Welcome  


