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Thy Kingdom Come ï A Call to Prayeré  

(The musings of a priest) 
 

For our Lent Course at Stranton and St Lukeôs this year, we ran óThe 
Prayer Courseô from 24-7 Prayer based on Pete Greigôs book óHow to 
Prayô (I highly recommend it!).  This dovetailed in with a desire from our 
PCC Away Day to explore more opportunities for coming together in 
prayer, and that got me thinkingé 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Since 2016, Thy Kingdom Come has invited Christians around the world 
to pray for more people to come to know Jesus.  What started as an 
invitation from the Archbishops of Canterbury and York to the Church of 
England, has grown into an international and ecumenical call to prayer.  

 

This year, I want to give each of us the opportunity, to encourage each 
other, to engage more fully with this global ecumenical prayer 
movement. 

 

Itôs quite simple really, every person, every household, every church is 
encouraged to pray each day during the 11 days between Ascension and 
Pentecost, in their own way ï that means whatever way works for you ï 
and as we saw during the prayer course, there are so many different 
ways to engage in prayer.   

 

Thy Kingdom Come encourages each of us to pray that those who 
havenôt yet heard the Good News of Jesus Christ, will hear it for 
themselves, respond to it, and choose to follow Him.   
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This Year, Thy Kingdom Come is all about the presence of God through 
his Spirit.  The God who is with us in the everyday ï in the joys and the 
sorrows of life (and everything in between) and the One who through His 
Holy Spirit, longs to reveal himself to those who donôt yet know him. 

So, throughout this time between Ascension and Pentecost, 14th to 24th 
May, we will be doing just that ï weôll be focussing on praying for Godôs 
transformative presence, power and love at work in the lives of people 
and places. 

 

Specifically, I want to encourage you during Thy Kingdom Come (and 
beyond) to Pray for Five ï to pray for five people who donôt yet know 
God, pray that Godôs Spirit will work in their lives, and pray that they will 
respond to Godôs call on their lives.  Our hope, my hope, is that as we 
pray for our five people, they will encounter the very real life-changing 
love of God in their lives and choose to follow him. 

 

Weôll launch Thy Kingdom Come at our Ascension service at St Lukeôs 
on the 14th May, weôll bring it home as we celebrate the coming of the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost on 24th May.  Thereôll also be an opportunity to 
celebrate with others from across the diocese as Sundays@6 goes on 
tour and we join the Pentecost Praise service at Durham Cathedral on 
the evening of the 24th May.   

 

So, keep an eye out for more details to followé and perhaps start asking 
God to let you know who your five are.  You could even start praying for 
them now. 
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From The Home Front 
 

During the Easter holidays, my other half joined me in Scotland (where I 
am still looking after my daughter and her boys as she recovers from a 
broken foot) and we took our grandsons to the Victorian Convict Prison 
in Peterhead, which is now a museum.  
 

The drive through the countryside and along the coast was stunning with 
signs of spring and the dramatic coastline (despite the overcast day). 
Arriving at the prison was a stark contrast ï high grey walls topped with 
barbed wire and austere buildings with small grilled windows, it was 
oppressive and depressing. 
 

We entered into the cell blocks and quickly learnt the horrors of this 
place. It was built in the 1880s as a convict prison which meant that all 
those sent there were prisoners sentenced to hard labour. Which 
involved them having to work long days quarrying granite from nearby, 
transporting it to the neighbouring harbour where they then had to labour 
to ódress the graniteô and build the harbour, its defences and jetties. 
Many of the inmates came from the gangs of Glasgow. The warders 
used swords, guns, the cat oô nine tails and the birch to control them, 
alongside solitary confinement and a hellhole called the silent cell, this 
was built with thick walls, a light hole in the roof and with a concrete bed 
- a truly awful place!  
 

Even when hard labour ended in the 1950s it was still a cold, bare place 
battered by winds straight off the sea, with no view of the outside world 
and the barest of amenities. I did remember the riots in Peterhead 
Prison in the 1980s when the prisoners rioted and a warder was held 
hostage on the roof of the cell block for several days, until the SAS were 
sent in to rescue him.  
 

To be honest the warders had it tough too ï they were frequently 
attacked and had to be constantly alert to dangers and threats, plus 
during the 1980s they had to remove filthy prisoners and clean out the 
cells of those involved in ódirty protestsô where excrement covered the 
cells and the prisoners.   
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To be held there must have been horrific as violence and abuse were rife 
between prisoners and the conditions were miserable. Inmates must 
have felt overwhelmed and despairing, no hope of escape or releaseé 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At times when the lives of some people are extremely difficult, filled with 
problems, pain, addiction, fear and despair, they must feel that they are 
in a prison, with hard labour - there is misery, and loneliness but no 
escape, no hope. Yet this is where HOPE steps in and the words of God 
and Christ burst into the lives of those who seek and listen for His voice 
or answer His call. God reaches into their pit of darkness to rescue all 
who turn to Him and ask for help. He is with us always ï even if we donôt 
realise this and think we are forgotten.  
 

We become survivors when we seek Christ because of Godôs GRACE 
and LOVE. When we lay our faults and misdemeanours at the foot of the 
cross, our sins are not only forgiven but also forgotten by God - erased, 
gone forever. We are no longer overwhelmed but saved by Christ for 
eternal life. 
But those of us who do believe in a loving saviour can help those who 
need to know God - as Revd John tells us in his Musings of a priest 
article: 
 

ñto Pray for Five ï to pray for five people who donôt yet know God, pray 
that Godôs Spirit will work in their lives, and pray that they will respond to 
Godôs call on their lives. Our hope, my hope, is that as we pray for our 
five people, they will encounter the very real life-changing love of God in 
their lives and choose to follow him.ò 
 

In May you can be a prayer missionary and leave God and Christ to 
complete all the details! 

 

J.A.R. 

. 
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Easter assembly at Throston Primary School 
 

The St Lukeôs óOpen the Bookô team continues to enjoy visiting 
Jesmond Gardens Primary and Throston Primary each month to share 
Bible stories with the pupils and staff. The team have a great time 
inviting pupils and staff to take part in these times of Collective Worship 
which bring Bible stories alive through storytelling. 
 
The team were once again invited be a part of the Throston Primary 
end of term Easter assembly. It was great to be able to join the team for 
this assembly! We shared the story of Good Friday and Easter Day 
from óThe Lion storyteller Bibleô. In between the two stories the school 
sang some beautiful Easter songs which we enjoyed joining in with. 
 
One of the new teachers portrayed Jesus in our two stories. He was a 
great sport and very much deserved the Easter egg we gave him as a 
thank you! And it was a joy to have three pupils take on the roles of the 
women at the tomb. We finished our time together with an Easter 
reflection and prayer time before the pupils sang another song. 
 
The team really look forward to visiting the schools again next term! If 
youôre interested in finding out more about óOpen the Bookô, feel free to 
chat to me or one of the team about it. Weôd love to tell you more! 
 
Revd Claire 
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Bishop Sarah installed as Bishop of Ely 
April 2026 

Sunday@6 April 19
th
 - Stranton was blessed: 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjEvNa-sc_NAhWmD8AKHcrsBQQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jenningswire.com%2Fmetaphysics%2Fpractical-spirituality%2Faura-colors%2F&bvm=bv.126130881,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCN
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Guess the Books of the Bible  

1      2   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3            4      
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Ward Jackson CE Primary Update 
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What Is Ascension Day and Why Do 
Christians Celebrate It? 

 
Ascension Day celebrates Christ's exaltation. While on earth, he was a 
servant. Now in heaven, he is the ruler and Lord of all. By entering heaven as 
the representative of mankind, he completed the work of our salvation and 
guarantees the eventual glorification of all who love Him. 
 

 
 
The Christian holiday of Ascension Day (14

th
 May this year), also known as the 

Feast of the Ascension, celebrates when Jesus ascended to heaven.  This feast 
day is one of the ecumenical feasts of Christian churches, along with the 
celebrations of the Passion, Easter, and Pentecost. Ascension Day is generally 
observed on a Thursday, the fortieth day after Easter. 
"No one has ascended into heaven except He who descended from heaven, the 
Son of Man." ~ John 3:13 
 
When Did Jesus Ascend into Heaven? 
Dan Graves explains where the Bible mentions Jesus' ascension and the once-in-a
-while event we call Holy Thursday: 
Forty days from the day he rose from the grave, Jesus ascended into heaven. Here 
is how Luke described the event: 
Therefore, when they [the disciples and the risen Christ] had come together, they 
asked Him saying, "Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?" 
And He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father 
has put in His own authority. But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has 
come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, 
and in Samaria, and to the end of the earth. 
"Now when he had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up and 
a cloud received Him out of their sight..." (Acts 1: 4-9 New King James Version). 
 
Traditions of Ascension Day 
Because the date of Easter varies from year to year, the celebration of the 
Ascension moves with it. It always falls on the fortieth day from Easter and, since 
Easter always falls on a Sunday, Ascension Day always falls on a Thursday; it is 
frequently called "Holy Thursday." 

https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/what-is-ascension-day-and-how-can-we-observe-it.html
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/what-is-ascension-day-and-how-can-we-observe-it.html
https://www.christianity.com/jesus/early-church-history/pentecost/where-did-pentecost-come-from.html
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=john+3:13
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=acts+1
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Ascension Day celebrates Christ's exaltation. While on earth, He was a  
Now in heaven, He is the ruler and Lord of all. By entering heaven as the 
representative of mankind, He completed the work of our salvation and guaranteed 
the eventual glorification of all who love Him. 
 
Just as Jesus went up in the clouds, He will return the same way. Again Luke 
described the scene: 
 
"And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold two men 
stood by them in white apparel, who also said, 'Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, 
will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.'" 
 
What Does Jesus' Ascension Tell Us about Jesus' Humanity? 
 
Randy Alcorn discusses how the ascension highlights the way in which Jesus was 
fully God and fully human: 
 
One remarkable thing about the ascension is that it affirms Christôs physical body 
went into Heaven following his resurrection. This is what the creeds call his ñself-
same body,ò stating that likewise our self-same bodies will be restored in our 
resurrection. Some Christians imagine that Christ shed himself of his humanity and 
returned to being a completely spiritual being when he went back to Heaven. But 
this is false. The ascension creates a paradigm shift. The truth is not that Jesus 
became a baby at Christmas, and then 33 years later came the resurrection and 
ascension and then he stopped being a man. The resurrection demonstrates the 
incarnation is not temporary. But still, it could be wondered if having defeated death 
in the resurrection, when it came time to going back to Heaven, Christ might have 
said, ñtimeôs up, no sense in being a man any moreò and shed himself of a body 
and retake the form (or lack of form) inherent in being the second member of the 
Trinity. 
 
He could have ñdissolvedò or ñdisappeared,ò but instead, he physically ascended to 
a place from which he will physically return to earth in the same physical body. So, 
Jesus became a man (first coming, incarnation), defeated death and assumed his 
eternal body as a man (resurrection) and went back to Heaven as a man 
(ascension) and will return as a man (second coming; and as our first fruits raising 
our self-same bodies as bodies like his). He will reign over the New Earth as the 
God-man. He has become a permanent member of the human race. 
 
So if youôre ever wished you could walk the earth with Jesus, like his disciples did, 
good news...if you know Him, you will. You will have a new (raised) body, and it will 
be a New (raised) Earth, but it will really be you, it will really be Jesus, and it will 
really be Earth. No sin, no death, no curse. I will be me without all the bad parts, 
and the Earth will be Earth without all the bad parts.  
Christianity.com Editorial Staff 
Christianity.com 
 

https://www.christianity.com/author/christianitycom-editorial-staff/
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Are you planning a special celebration or party  
and looking for a venue? 

 

Have you thought about  

St Matthew's Community Centre? 
 

We have 2 large halls which can accommodate up to 140 persons 
 as well as 1 large and 2 small kitchens for your catering needs. 

One hall is even big enough to house a bouncy castle ð 
 ideal for children's parties. 

We also have our own private car park and some outdoor space if you fancy  
al fresco fun for your guests. 

 

If you would like further information please call: 
 Trish Playfor (01429 894006)  or 07305 550009  during office hours,  

and we will be happy to help. 
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MOVING HOME? 
 

Does your property need an 
 

ENERGY PERFORMANCE 
CERTIFICATE? 

 

Then call Andrew Rogers at 
Energy Education North 
On 07831 314375 

 

energy.education@btconnect.com 
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Answers to Bible  
Books Quiz 

 

 1.  2 Chronicles 
 2. Jonah 
 3. Romans 
 4. Ezra 
 5. Ezkiel 
 6. Ruth 
 7. Proverbs 
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Gardening News ï Spring 
 

At the end of my winter article, I hoped that by the time I wrote this one it wouldnôt 
be ñwet, dark, freezing cold and blowing a gale.ò  Mid-April, we are now enjoying 
lighter nights and generally drier and warmer weather, though I am finding that the 
wet winter has seen off several of my plants and, of course, there is always a gale 
when you live next to the North Sea! 
 

We have progressed through the winter and spring flowers ï snowdrops, crocuses, 
hyacinths, primroses, daffodils and others. As we know from Ecclesiastes, ñThere is 
a time for everythingò and every plant has its season. The few daffodils that are left 
are mostly past their best and somewhat bedraggled ï not a good look for a daffodil 
ï but we can currently enjoy tulips, forget-me-nots and bluebells.  We have spanish 
Bluebells in our back garden, which always flower earlier than the english bluebells 
in our front garden and come in pink and white too (why?).  The spanish ones were 
donated by a friend from his own garden and the english ones were gifted to us by 
my brother-in-law, who made a bulk order and gave us half.  Ours have flourished 
and spread, but unfortunately the ones he planted in his own garden were much 
less robust and did not do well!  Last year I dug up some of the spanish bluebells in 
our garden to donate to a friend and hers are now multiplying in her garden in 
Manchester.  I am about to do the same for a friend who lives in Darlington. 
Gardening can be expensive, but some of the best performing plants are free!  
 

A major decision now has to be made about the timing of our annual visit to the 
bluebell woods near Swainby ï if too early, they wonôt be fully out and, if too late, 
they will be past their best and not the vivid blue that is the mark of a bluebell in its 
prime.  Of course, itôs illegal to pick flowers such as bluebells in the wild, though 
you sometimes see people doing just that, usually (I suppose) through ignorance.  
It isnôt a good idea to pick flowers that have been planted in public spaces either, of 
course, but I did once see two little girls picking armfuls of daffodils in Vicarage 
Gardens on Motherôs Day ï I assumed that their mothers were going to be the 
lucky recipients!   
 

I am looking forward to seeing our lily of the valley flowering, usually in late April 
and May.  They do have a tendency to spread and are getting a bit too big for their 
boots as they are taking over in some parts of the garden, growing not just in beds 
but through pebbles and between paving stones and even in the hallowed grass!  I 
am trying to curb their enthusiasm, but I love their beautiful, white, bell-shaped 
flowers peeping out shyly between the leaves and they have the most amazing 
perfume.  Lily of the valley is one of the few flowers that I cut, so that I can enjoy 
their perfume inside and out ï it hits you as soon as you get anywhere near them.   
 

I am waiting to see which plants have made it through the winter, especially some 
new ones that were planted last year and so are particularly vulnerable.  I keep 
gazing wistfully at the spot where I planted two alstroemerias, for the first time, last 
year, but so far thereôs no sign of them, so I fear they are no more. Iôve had the 
same problem with hellebores in the past, so have taken to planting them in pots, 
which seems to be working better.  Maybe I will have to do the same with 
alstroemerias. 
 

Our pigeon friend is still a daily visitor and has taken to canoodling with his mate on 
the fence at the back of our garden.  Apart from this new turn of events, he seems 
to spend most of his time looking for food.  We are still feeding the birds at the 
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moment, but the RSPB are now advising people to ñfeed seasonally, feed safelyò, ie 
not to feed garden birds via bird feeders from the beginning of May until the end of 
October.  This is because there has been a decline in some garden birds due to ña 
highly contagious disease which can spread where birds gather in large numbers 
such as bird feedersò.  The pigeons have their own bowl, so Iôm not sure where we 
stand with that.  They certainly wonôt be happy if we stop, but I suppose they have 
to grow up and become independent some time. 
 

As a by-product of feeding the birds, I have unwittingly been growing wheat, which 
is growing for the second year running beneath our bird feeder, apparently from 
seeds dropped there by the birds.  I am, however, nipping it in the bud as I donôt 
want to be overrun with wheat.  Iôve seen óClarksonôs Farmô ï it wouldnôt be 
financially viable! 
 

The end is nigh (donôt panic!), but I canôt finish without mentioning the many 
varieties of blossom on the trees which are short-lived but beautiful at this time of 
year, with flowers ranging from white, through palest pink to dark pink.  Orange 
blossom, being white (again, why?!), is not so common but has a lovely perfume.  
To add to the confusion, ñNeôer cast a clout till May is outò refers not to the month of 
May, but to the blossom of the Hawthorn tree (also known as the May tree) and just 
to clarify further, in case anyone is unfamiliar with this saying, ócloutô refers not to 
physical abuse, but to items of clothing!    
  
Now that that is all sorted, I think it is time to take my leave, so, as we stand on the 
cusp of the gardening season, and maybe thinking of all those jobs that are going 
to need doing, hereôs something to liven you up and encourage you for what lies 
ahead:  
 

ñGardening adds years to your life and life to your yearsò or to put it differently, as 
explained by my good friend Google, ñGardening significantly boosts longevity and 
quality of life by reducing stress, improving cardiovascular health and offering 
purposeful physical activity.  It enhances mental well-being through engagement 
with nature, potentially lowering cortisol levels, and fosters a sense of 
accomplishment.  It is considered a top longevity exercise.ò   
 

If you enjoy looking at plants, but donôt feel the urge or are not able to get your 
hands dirty, how about Mr Wordsworthôs tribute to the daffodils in his famous poem: 
 

ñFor oft, when on my couch I lie 
In vacant or in pensive mood, 
They flash upon that inward eye 
Which is the bliss of solitude; 
And then my heart with pleasure fills, 
And dances with the daffodils.ò 
 

So, whether youôre raring to get busy in your garden or just sitting thinking about it, 
enjoy the spring flowers and this little bit of respite before the demands of the 
summer gardening season take over. 
 
Pam Stockton 
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Boys Brigade 
 
 
 
 

Holy Week 
On Palm Sunday we held a Bacon Butty Breakfast at St Matthewôs Community 
Centre and then travelled down to Church for a family service where our Boys 
received their Palm Crosses. The NCOs took part in a dramatic reading of the 
Passion Story from St Matthewôs Gospel. 
 

The Junior and Anchor Boys took part in Easter Eggheads (Monday to Thursday 
nights) with the NCOs helping to support the games, crafts and the general 
running of the night. 
 

In the lead up to our Open Night our devotions are based on the Armour of God. 
Our Open Night will be held on Friday 15

th
 May at 7.15pm in St Matthewôs 

Community Centre. 
 

Each section will put on a Boys Brigade activity and at the end of the evening they 
will receive a badge or a Boys Brigade item. 
We will also find out who is the Junior Boy of the Year and who is the Company 
Champion. 
 

Promotions from the Juniors to the Company and NCO promotions will also be 
one of the highlights of Open Night. 
 

Our Inspecting guests will include Revd John Bell (Our Chaplain) and Mrs 
Rebecca Bell. At the time of writing our other guest has not been confirmed. 
 

Summer Activities 
The Anchor Boys will be visiting Seaton and touring Stranton Church plus they 
will have a Superheroes night at St Matthewôs Community Centre. 
 

The Juniors will be visiting Jump 360, Crimdon Dene, the Blue Lagoon plus 
touring Stranton and looking at its gravestones, followed by a visit to McDonalds 
and hopefully we will have a Nerf Gun battle at St Matthewôs Community Centre. 
 

The Company will be BBQing at the Blue Lagoon, swimming, visiting Castle Eden 
Dene and enjoying the build up to our Camp at Bonaly Scout Centre near 
Edinburgh. 
 

SUMMER FAYRE 
We are holding the Summer Fayre on Saturday 20

th
 June from 9.30 -12noon at  

St Matthewôs Community Centre Elwick Rd. 
Admission is Ã1.00 (which includes a drink). 
We are now collecting for Bric a Brac for the Fayre and any Tombola prizes would 
be greatly appreciated. 
 
To keep up with updates of all our activities please visit our Facebook page. 
 
George Bainbridge 07816 445829 
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What Is Pentecost and Where Did It Come From? 
 

Jesusô followers were gathered together for Pentecost, and the Holy Spirit 
ñfilled the whole house where they were sittingò. ñAll of them were filled 
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit 

enabled themò (Acts 2). 
 

 
 

What is the Origin of Pentecost? 
Pentecost was the celebration of the beginning of the early weeks of harvest. In 
Palestine, there were two harvests each year. The early harvest came during the 
months of May and June; the final harvest came in the Fall. Pentecost was the 
celebration of the beginning of the early wheat harvest, which meant that 
Pentecost always fell sometime during the middle of the month of May or 
sometimes in early June. 
 

Why Is Pentecost Important to Christianity? 
Modern Christians observe Pentecost as a holiday, not to celebrate a wheat 
harvest, but to remember when the Holy Spirit invaded the Church. 
 

1. On Pentecost Sunday (24
th
 May this year), the Holy Spirit filled the Church 

with power and added 3,000 new believers. The account in Act 2 reports that, 
after Jesus ascended into heaven, Jesusô followers were gathered together for the 
Feast of Harvest (aka Pentecost), and the Holy Spirit ñfilled the whole house 
where they were sittingò. ñAll of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled themò. 
This strange occurrence drew a large crowd, and Peter stood up to speak to them 
about repentance and the gospel of Christ). By the end of the day that the Holy 
Spirit came, the Church grew by 3,000 people). This is why Christians still 
celebrate Pentecost. 
 

John Gill expresses the significance in his commentary: 
ñThrough this baptism of the Holy Ghost and fire, the apostles became more 
knowing, and had a greater understanding of the mysteries of the Gospel, and 
were more qualified to preach it to people of all nations and languages.ò 
 

2. The Holy Spirit was prophesied in the Old Testament and promised by 
Jesus.  Jesus promised the Holy Spirit in John 14:26, who would be the Helper 
for his people. 
 

ñBut the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will 
teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.ò 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/gills-exposition-of-the-bible/acts-2-3.html
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=john+14:26
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This New Testament event is also significant because it fulfills an Old Testament 
prophecy in Joel 2:28-29: 
 

ñAnd afterward, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will 
prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions. Even 
on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days.ò 
 
The Significance of Pentecost Today 
Phillip Nation 
 

The significance of Pentecost to the church is something that we need to walk 
through carefully, and we shouldn't ignore, because Pentecost was a Jewish 
celebration. And so in our modern day of the New Testament church, we don't 
celebrate Pentecost in the way that the Old Testament Hebrews did. 
 

But Pentecost was the moment in history after Christ had ascended. And he had 
promised during the gospel narratives, during his earthly ministry, that he would 
leave, but that he would send the comforter, he would send the holy spirit. And it 
was at that moment in Pentecost where the spirit came, and he empowered the 
early believers, specifically the apostles that were left, and Peter, who is almost a 
comedic personality in the gospel narratives. 
 

He is the one who constantly puts his foot in his mouth, constantly is having to be 
corrected by Jesus, but is in the inner circle. And because of grace and mercy, he 
is chosen to be the one who stands up in front of this throng, probably thousands, 
maybe tens of thousands of people to proclaim the gospel, there in the midst of a 
Hebrew celebration that was intended to remind the Hebrews of how God had 
always protected them. 
 

And here Peter stands up and says, "And let me tell you about the Messiah, who 
is the eternal protection for all of humanity. Let me tell you who he is." And so 
Pentecost becomes this marker in history to really what many people would say, 
"And that's the moment that church is born." 
 

That is when thousands come into the faith. And it goes from this little sect of 
believers who followed a Jewish rabbi from Nazareth who died and rose again, 
and suddenly the church breaks forth into the culture. Suddenly it is that 
unstoppable force that no one can really deny any longer. Pentecost has taken on 
a new significance for us. It, at one point, is just a historical memory. Now it is the 
living reality of the moment that the spirit of God seemingly burst forth. 
Christianity.com Editorial Staff 
Christianity.com 
 
 

 
 

https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=joel+2%3a28-29
https://www.christianity.com/author/christianitycom-editorial-staff/
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Sutton Veny and the Anzacs 
No, not the name of some long forgotten pop group! 
This brief note tells of a link between a Wiltshire village, set in the Wylye 
Valley to the south west of Salisbury Plain and the Australian Forces of 
the First World War. The Australian and New Zealand Army Corps ï 
ANZAC. 
 
I was aware of the location as it was on ñmy patchò when working briefly 
for the West Wiltshire Council, but it came more into prominence with me 
following our last visit to see family in Australia in 2019. 
Inevitably our first stop on any visit to a new location was at the local 
Tourist Information Centre, and it was here that I chanced upon a book 
extolling the virtues and history of ANZAC Biscuits. This had been 
researched and written by Allison Reynolds, a culinary historian whose 
family originated from the area around Sutton Veny before emigrating to 
Australia. She had maintained some contact with the Sutton Veny 
School. 
 
Salisbury Plain had been used for military activities for many years and 
during the Great War Sutton Veny Camp had provided temporary 
accommodation to upwards of 30,000 men at various stages, and at one 
time part of the camp had been used for German prisoners of war.  
Today there is very little evidence of this vast army village. However 
there is still a very visible and poignant reminder.  
 
Part of the camp was devoted to hutted, rather than tented, 
accommodation for soldiers recovering from injuries suffered at the battle 
front, mainly France. Sadly, towards the end of 1918 an influenza 
epidemic struck and nearly 200 patients including some medical staff 
died. They are buried in the churchyard to the side and rear of St John 
the Evangelist Church and is managed by the War Graves Commission. 
Inside the church there is a side chapel dedicated to the ANZACs with a 
scroll of honour and the names of all the soldiers buried in the 
churchyard and taking pride of place a carved memorial in the shape of 
the regimental badge. 
 
St John the Evangelist is not the original parish church building; that was 
St Leonardôs, set lower down in the valley and which had suffered 
serious structural problems.  
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In 1868 a new church was built on the current site. Designed by J L 
Pearson the well known  Gothic Revival architect who was subsequently 
responsible for the design of Truro Cathedral and St Johnôs in Brisbane. 
I took the attached photographs on a visit to Sutton Veny on the day 
before ANZAC Day, when it was quiet and peaceful and there were 
plenty of spaces to park. An ANZAC Service is held every year at the 
church on ANZAC Day. 
 
I sat in the peaceful surroundings and soaked up the atmosphere of this 
lovely building thinking of those who had gone before and had not made 
it home back to the Antipodes. 
 
And a quiet walk around the peace and tranquillity of the WGC 
churchyard with all those memories it holds for so many families. 
Jeff Parson@2025 

 

St John the Evangelist, Sutton Veny 
 

 

  

 Australian Commonwealth Military  
       Force badge 

 

 

Commonwealth War Grave 
Cemetery, Sutton Veny. 
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