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Thy KingdoimA Cpamel téeo Pr a
( The musings of a pr

For our Lent Course o tShiranyedhgean
Prayer 0Cooms RBr ayer based& ob otdem et o

Pr a(yl highly recommend it!) . Thi s
PCC Away Day to explore more oppor
prayer, and that got me thinking

e

God withus =~

thykingdomcome.global

Since 2016, Thy Kingdom Come has in
to pray for more people to come to
on
h

i nvitati from the Archbishops of

Engl and, as grown into an internat
This year, I want to give each of
ot her, t o engage mor e fully wi t h

movement .

|& quite simple really, every persoa
encouraged to pray each day during
Pentecost, I nT tthhaeti rmeocannns wwahyat eveil w
and as we saw during the prayer cCo
ways to engage i n prayer.

Thy Kingdom Come encourages weach o
havé@nyet heard the Good News of J
themsel ves, respond to it, and choo



This Year, Thy Kingdom Come is al/l

his Spirit. The God whioin st hwa tjho ws
sorrows of life (and everything in

Holy Spirit, | ongs to réavegealt Kkinmswelh
So, throughout this time betWwWeten2as
May, we wi || biewdl ¢ i e jfwstustshatg Gon
transformative presence, power and
and pl aces.

Speci fically, I want to encourage

beyond) atyo f ann oFipveay for fi vde yped o pk
God, prayéd t8&@mitr iGodwi | | wor k i n thei
respondd&t acaGdd on their | ives. Qur
pray for our five peopl e, t hcehya nwgiiln
| ove of God in their Iives and choo
Wed | | aunch Thy Kingdom Come at &Gour
on tH®WMay46 webring it home as we <ce
Holy Spirit at'"MRgnt e&Tthseerlesn Bd an ¢
celebrate with others from across |
tour and we jJjoin the Pentecost Pr a
the eveni dagf the 24

So, keep an eye out #Barndmoprea hdaetsa islt
God to | et yooufrikvneo wa rweh.o You coul d

t hem now.

Thy Kingdom Come

14t"-24'" May 2026




From The Home Front
During the Easter holidays, my ot he
am stil]l | ooking after my daughter
broken foot) and we took our grand:
i n Peterhead, which iIs now a museum
The drive through the countryside a
signs of spring and the dramatic c
Arriving at the prislinghwagr @ay swalrlks
barbed wire and austere buildings
oppressive and depressing.
We entered into the <cell bl ocks an
pl ace | t was built I n the 1880s a:
t hose sent there were prisoners S
i nvolved them having to work |l ong
transporting it to the neighbouring
tadress t h@ngr adnuiitled t he harbour, i
Many of the 1 nmates came from t he
used swords, duinrse ttdiel scadnd t he Dbi
alongside solitary confinement and
was built with thick walls, a I|light
-a truly awful pl ace!
Even when hard | abour ended in the
battered by winds straight off the
and the barest o f amenities. | di
Prison in the 1980s when the priso
hostage on the roof of the cell bl o
sent in to rescue hi m.
To be honest t he war detrhseyhaweriet fr
attacked and had to be constantly
during the 1980s they had to remov.
cells of thod@ier tiyvviheteas tesx cr ement
cells and the prisoners.




To be held there must have been hor
bet ween prisoners and the <conditio
have felt overwhel med and despairin
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At times when the | ives of some peo
probl ems, pai n, addicti on, fear and
i n a prison, withbrdard mabeuy, and
escape, no hope. Yet this is where
and Christ burst into the |lives of
or answer Hi s call . God reaches i n
who turn to Him and ask fiewvemel gd wH
reali se this and think we are forgo
We Dbecome survivors when we &8s eGRKACE
and LOVE When we | ay our faults an
Cross, our sins are not only-droasgda d
gone forever. We are no | onger ove
eternal | i f e.
But those of us who do believe in
need to kmnaossw Rxovdd John tells wus 1iIn
article
o Prayitor pFiayefor fi@deypeokne wwiG
thaté&&pdrit will work in their 1live
God&@ <call on their | ives. OQur hope,
five peopl e, they wil |I-c heanncgoiunngt elro vteh
their |ives and @ehoose to follow hi

|l n Mayec an be a prayer mi ssionary a|l
compl ete all the detail s'!

J. A. R.



Easter assembly at Thr osi

The St dOpka t hét eBoonmkconti nues t o
Jesmond Gardens Primary and Throst c
Bi ble stories with the pupils and
i nviting pupils and staff to take g
which bring Bible stories alive thr
The team were once again invited b
end of term Easter assembly. | t was
this assembl y! We shared the story
frodmhe Lion stotpt blet weeBi bhe t wo s
sang some beauti ful Easter songs wh
One of the new teachers portrayed

great sport and very much deserved
thank you! And it was a jJjoy to have
women at the tomb. We finished ou
refl ection and prayer time before t

The team really | ook forward to vi
youe i nterested i n fd@pnedni ntghdd eBeol onkd r e
chat to me or one o tbeettamtabbuy

Revd Cl aire




Bi shop Sarah i nstalled a
Apr i | 2026

Last night several of us from Durham joined
Bishop Sarah as she was confirmed as the new
Bishop of Ely at a service in London, led by the
Archbishop of Canterbury Sarah Mullally. We
keep Bishop Sarah in our prayers as she begins
this new and exciting chapter in her ministry in
the Diocese of Ely, and celebrate the wisdom
and leadership she has given us in her seven
years in Durham €@ _,

-
-

- 1
&."’-;i

—

-
-

S

Sunday @6 A"Stirlant9on was bl

Wonderful to have The Revd Dr Nick Moore with
us last night at Sundays@6!

Thanks so much Nick for unpacking the
Ascension for us.

It was lovely to see a familiar face at Stranton
and for God to bless our time with your
preaching.

#cranmerhall #ascension #praise #worship
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Let the wise Listen
to these Proverbs
and become

even wiser,

Prov 1vs

t



Ward Jackson CE Pri mar

As we come to the end of another fantastic
term, we are so proud of everything our children
have achieved. Our Easter service was a
wonderful way to come together as a school
community and celebrate this special time of
year.

A huge thank you to our amazing staff,
supportive families, and of course our incredible
children for all their hard work and enthusiasm
this term.

Wishing you all a happy, restful, and well
deserved Easter holiday! ‘¢
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MORE INFO: 01429 894006, admin@stranton-church.org.uk

www.stranton-church.org.uk
Find us on Facebook: allsaintsstranton

10AM-4PM

“The Lord is my light and
my salvation— so why should
| be afraid? The Lord is my
fortress, protecting me from

danger, so why should | tremble?”
Psalms 27:1 NLT
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St Matthew’s Community Centre at 4-5.30pm

For wore information contact
Wary Tones on DFA72 342540
See our Facebook page: Stranton WMessy Church

Lots of Fun whole

Shepherding God, help us to be more
aware of your presence with us.
As we move through life,
may we live and move in you,
Help us at each stage of our journey to
recognise your road and staff, comforting us.
Amen.




What | s Ascension Day
Chri stians Cel ebr a

Ascensi on Day <cel ebrates Christ's exalt
servant . Now in heaven, he is the ruler
the representative of manki nd, he compl
guarant ees tdleoreivfeind aatailon of all who | ov

The Christian hol i day'™afy Ashciesnlsyaank)Dawn (
Feast of the chdedrmraiteers when Jesulshi a&as cfeen
day I S one of t he ecumeni cal feasts 0
cel
obs

brations of t hePehda sesciofss ¢ e rEsqaisdrer Dayn
rved on a Thursday, the fortieth day
"No one has ascended into heaven except
Son of ~Mahhn "3: 13

When Did Jesus Ascend into Heaven?

Dan Graves explains where the Bible-iment
-whil e event we call Holy Thursday:

Forty days from the day he rose from the
iI's how Luke described the event:
Therefore, when they [the disciples and
asked Him saying, "Lord, will You at thi
And He said to them, "1t is not for you
has put in His own authority But you s
come upon you, and you shalll be witness:
and in Samaria, and to the end of the ea
"Now when he had spoken these things, wh
a cloud received HiATtostdd Mdw t Kieng Xbamgedg .
Traditions of Ascension Day

Because the date of Easter varies from
Ascension moves with it. 't al ways fall:
Easter always falls on a Sunday, Ascens|
frequently call ed 'I:AMHon Thursday. "


https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/what-is-ascension-day-and-how-can-we-observe-it.html
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/holidays/what-is-ascension-day-and-how-can-we-observe-it.html
https://www.christianity.com/jesus/early-church-history/pentecost/where-did-pentecost-come-from.html
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=john+3:13
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=acts+1

Ascension Day celebrates Christ's exalta

Now 1 n heaven, He S t he rul er and Lol
sentative of mankind, He compl et ed
the eventual glorification of all who 1| o

t as Jesus went up i n the <c¢louds, H
cribed the scene:

nd while they |l ooked steadfastly towar
ood by them in white apparel, who al s
zing up into heaven? This same Jesus,
|l so come in |i ke manner as you saw H
at Does Jesus' Ascension Tel/|l Us about

y Al corn discusses how the ascensi or
y God and fully human:

e remarkable thing about t hea apshcyesnisciaoll
nt i nto Heaven following his r estsrerlefc:

same Dbetyting that -ksiakewibsoai esr wsél f be
resurrection. Some Christians i magine th
returned to being a completely spiritual
this is false. The ascension creates a
became a baby at Chri st mas, and then 33
ascension and then he stopped being a m
Il ncarnation is not temporary. But still,
i n the resurrection, when it came ti me |
saifidi &@e up, No sense i n mandgshedahi magl
and retake the form (or | ack of form) i
Trinity.

He coulii baweénmlad appabaurted,nst ead, he phys
a place from which he wil/l physically re
Jesus became a man (first coming, i ncar
eternal body as a ma n (resurrection) 8
(ascension) and wi |l return as a man ( Se
our -sseemhed bodies as bodies I i ke his). He
Godanan . He has become a permanent member
So ideyewer wished you could walk the e:
good news...if you know Him, you will. Y
be a New (raised) Eart h, but It owi | re
really be Earth. No si n, no deat h, no ¢
and the Earth wil!/ be Earth without all/l
Christianity.com Editori al St aff
Christianity.com


https://www.christianity.com/author/christianitycom-editorial-staff/

Are you planning a special celeflgra
and | ooking for a venue?
Have you thought about
St Matthew's Community Centrle?
We have 2 |l arge halls which can accommod]at e
as well as 1 |l arge and 2 small kitchens| fo
One hall is even big enough tod house Ja b
ideal for children's parties
We al so have our own private car park and gome
al fresco fun for your guests.
I f you would |Iike further informatifn
Trish Playfor (00429 78390460 b6@&)WNi0Mg of fice jhou
and we wil!/ be happy to hel p.
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Victoria House
FUNERAL SERVICE

—

Carl Mean Apolena Wilson Andrew Evans Andrew Gardner

Dip FD, MBIE  Dip FD, MBIFD MBIE Dip FD
TELEPHONE: (01429) 234777 * 26 VICTORIA ROAD, HARTLEPOOL TS26 8DD

WWW.VICTORIAHOUSEFUNERALSERVICE.CO.UK
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Our Stranton care team has been
providing award winning quality

home care since 1989. HY i?\él'flzNJ\ | w2 | 'z
ftY nmMnH® HTTpp

We offer you a one to one live in care ¢S
service which enables you or your
loved one to remain at home with
compassion and dignity.

To find out more, call:

0808 180 1033 or visit:
inghands.co.uk




| F NIOf SLJ2 2 f g S5AadNR®O

N
S

t N2 JARSAa FTNBS LI ftAlagdy OF NE
h G NBE |

NE 2F @2tdzydl NB KSt LIl

Fa I NB R2yloe2yad

tfSlha G O

(0p))
O
N
<
c

GNY yi2y . dza A

1 002dzyiil yOéz ¢l Eloaz2y

ng {20102y w2l R
| F NI f SLI2 2 f
¢C{HpPp mC.

f SLIK2y SY AMOHD
2YOS ol RYAY XAl
A0NY yl2yodzaAy

'WZPQY“?Ef MOVI NG HOME?
t I Ny RA
Does your propertly
mnTt 9t éAOfl
| NI £ S L2l ENERGY PERFORMANC
¢{HC .2 CERTI FI CATE?
t S { K2 LW Then call Andrew |Ra
9 Energy Education|N
523 DNPR2Y On 07831 314375
AMOHG HT A enertegglyucati on@bbmone

M p



Answers to
Books Qui

Jonah
Romans
Ezr a
Ezki el
Rut h
Proverbs
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St Matthew’s
Community Centre

Elwick Road $0 waw
i Commany

Coffee or Tea, Cake and Company
2.00 p.m. o 4:00 p.m.

Saturday 2nd May 2026

A time to spevd together,
meet vew people, make new friends

M C

2 Chronicl ¢s



Gardeni ngSpewsng

he end of my winter article, I hope:
t, dar k, freezing oMil-dlprainld, bweo wa rne n
ter nights and generally drier and v
wi nter has seen off several of my pl
Il ve next to North Seal!

t he
ssed throughismhewdr opsr an
mroses, daffodils aiffdheatehaea
gwdrhy ngl ant has i1Its season
t their beimntotamd goome Wwioatk
rrent-rnegn oensj ocayn dt ublliupesb,e | fl osr. g
r back garden, which al wa
r
|
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| itto pick flowers su
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e but I di
n h
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|l ooking forward to seeing our I Y
do have a tendency
re taking over in so
bl es and bet ween pavi
curb their ent husi a
ng out shyly between
y of the wvalley is one of
litn shiidtes aynodu ocaust soon as you
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am wai ti
new ones
gazing wi
year , but & o
same problem
whi ch
al stro

m
g to see which plants have m;:
a were planted | ast year an
t where | pl e
, s o0 &le fheaadr t
s i n the past
better. May
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at the back of our garden. At

me
eon friend iIs stildl a daily visit
ce

d most of hMiTs time | ooking for f



RSPB arfeeadws
en birds vi

S because t r
s di sease w C
 eronns have dnhaeai
a ' n

taf
pendent some t
b

I rds, I have
year running
birds. |d@ am
dra@i mt Wad u lbden
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eds dropped t t
nt to be overrGuen svédrr
nancially viabl el

e end is@& npaghi ¢(!dadn bDubi dh cwint hout me |
rieties of bl ossom o#hiwved buéeedbewhich:
ar , wi t h flowers ranging from white,

0SS O0m, bei ng white (agai n, why?1!1 ), I s

add to tMNeercondautsi ancl|l ouefersli ndMayt os
May, but to the blossom of the Hawthorn

to clarify further, n case a@anhyYyudkeens Hm¢
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physical abus but t Items of <c¢clothing

Now that that is al | orted, Il think it
cusp of the gardening season, and maybe
to need d®i egmehkbreg to | iven you up an
ahead:

fiGardening adds years
explained by my giadd
qguality of |l i fe by r
pur posef ul physi cal a
wi t h natur e, potent.i
pl i shment . It is
u

o yoour tloi fpeutand Ic
|BgdngngfecantIy
ucing stress, i m
I Wbietiyn.g thtr oegharm
I Iy | owering cor
consdi dered a top

t
é€n
e d
ct
a

enjoy | ooking eatl plhantusr,geb wtr daone
dirty, how @&bduti bMrt eWdrod ¢ vineer tdla f f o d

, when on my couch [

® SO~ QO

tohee rr ayroiung t o get bus
joy the spring flowers an
ummer gardening season take

Pam Stockton

My



Boys Br i

Hol y Week

On Palm Sunday we held a Bacons BQdmmunBr
Centre and t en travelled down to Churc
received their Palm Crosses. The NCOs t

Passion Story &rGmspel Matthew

The Junior and Anchor Boys took part 1in
ni ght s) with the NCOs hel ping to suppo
running of the night.

Il n the | ead up to our Open Night our dev
OQurOpen Nwiglhlt be hel d "WwanptFr7.dla5pml 5 ns St
Community Centre.

Each section wil/ put on a Boys Brigade
wi | | receive a badge or a Boys Brigade i
We wi | | also find out who is the Junior
Champi on

Promotions from the Juniors to the Comp
one of the highlights of Open Night

OQur | nspecting guests wi || I ncl ude Rev
Rebecca Bell. At the time of writing our

Summer Activities
The Anchowi IBoybse visiting Seaton and tou

wi | | have a Superher@meGommuriitt mtCert rMa.t t
The Juwi bksbe visiting Jump 360, Cri mdon
touring Stranton and | ooking at its grav
and hopefully we wil/ have®aCNemunGuy I©a

The Compiahly be BBQin
Dene and enjoying th
Edi nbur gh.

SUMMER FAYRE

g at the Blue Lagoon
e build up to our Ca

We are holding the Sumrm®wnferaoym eb203® oSha tau r
St Ma6t lCowmmuni ty Centre EI wick Rd.

Admi ssion is A1.00 (which includes a dr.i
We are now collecting for Bric a Brac fo
be greatly appreciated.

To keep up with updates of al/l our actiywv

George Bainbridge 07816 445829
M b



Wh at | s Pentecost and Wher e

Jesdfol | owers were gathered together for
if il 1l ed the whol e ouseo vAHfdr eo ft hH dhye mweavree
with the Holy Spi i and began to spea

hou
rirt
enabl ed(tAtem 2) .

What is the Origin of Pentecost?
Pentecost was the celebration of the be
Pal estine, there were two harvests weach
mont hs of May and June; the final har ve
celebration of t he beginning of t he
Pent ecost al ways fell sometime during
sometimes in early June.

Why I s Pentecost | mportant to Christiani
Modern Christians observe Pentecost as
harvest, but to remember when the Holy ¢

C

On Penteco$™MaSuntagy ¢24ar), the Holy

power and added Bheoe®O@8caoewntbeilnmeAket
r Jesus ascendéfdolilnawe rhse aweerne glaetshuesr
t of Har vest (aka Pentetobed) .t handvh
e t hey owlelriite osfi ttthenng were fill ed with
k in other tonguesoas the Spirit ene
range occurrence drew a | arge cr
epentance and the gospel of Chri
came, the Church grew by 3,000
ate Pentecost.
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Gill express@es hiBecoimgeint acgnce

hrough this baptism of the Holy Ghost
owi ng, and had a greater under standi n
re more qualified to preach it to peor

The Holy Spirit was prophesied i n t1l
sukesus promised UlhhédnHJdUwBRASpiwoiutl di e
rr-his peopl e.

ut the Helper, t he Holy Spi
teach you all things and bri
H N

D S

¥ TN S XgGEC omy s Tose
oo:-

rit, whom t
ng to your r


https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/gills-exposition-of-the-bible/acts-2-3.html
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=john+14:26
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https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=joel+2%3a28-29
https://www.christianity.com/author/christianitycom-editorial-staff/
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4th Hartlepool Boys' Brigade X
s 30m - O
We're Recruiting! Join 4th Hartlepool Boys'
Brigade

Is your child in School Years 2—-3? We'd love

PR RN

them to be part of our amazing group! -

When: Every Friday (term time)€@ ) Time:
6:00pm — 7:00pm

At Anchors, your child will enjoy:

€ . Fun team-building games€ @ Creative
craft activities@ @_ Simple cooking sessions €@
I _ Confidence & self-esteem building€ @,
Exciting sports challenges€...and so much
more!

It's a great place to make friends, build
confidence, and have fun in a safe, welcoming
environment ¢

“ Get in touch to find out more or to sign up!
We are here to help.

#Hartlepool #4thBoysBrigade #Anchors
#KidsActivities #AfterSchoolFun

The 4" Hartlepool Boys Brigade is a
fully volunteer led Christian youth
organisation founded in 1929. Our
program of activities includes games,
crafts, sports,” team and individual
challenges and outdoor adventure
activities. Find us on Facebook (or
scan the QR Code) for more
information
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Anchor Boys (School Years 2-3)
Meet Every Friday in Term Time 18:00-19:00

Junior Section (School Years 4-6)
Meet Every Monday in Term Time 18:30-20:00

Company Section(Secondary School)

Meet Every Friday in Term Time 19:15-21:00 pordere Compéf?g

:‘t‘“)" 243 Years 4 3 J
| WE MEET AT Q
ST MATTHEW'S COMMUNITY CENTRE

‘.‘ 'ﬁ 1y Aty

All at St Matthews Community Centre on Elwick
Road, All £2 Per Person Per Session
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Psalms:34:5 NLT

Prayer of Intercession

for the Third Sunday of Easter

Holy One,
you meet us on the way.
Receive our prayers for the world you love.

Where people are crushed by violence, propaganda,
or the abuse of power,
bring protection, truth, and courage that interrupts harm.

Where households are stretched thin

by rising costs, insecure work, or unstable housing,
bring fairmess in policy,

and mutual care in neighbourhoods and communities.

Where people carry grief that is unseen,
or feel stuck in the long aftermath of loss,
bring tenderness, patience, and companions who stay.

Where churches have caused harm through exclusion or control,
turn us towards accountability, humble learning, and spacious welcome.

Where the earth groans under extraction and neglect,
strengthen those defending land, water, and future generations,
and reshape our habits towards care.

Hold these prayers, spoken and unspoken,
and form us into witnesses of your life.

from Priming the Lectionary



