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Revd Claireôs Ordination to the Priesthood 
 

Time has flown by since I arrived here in Hartlepool last June after I 
was ordained deacon in Durham Cathedral. Iôm very thankful to God for 
all the relationships that Iôve built over the last year and all that Iôve 
learnt. Itôs been a blessing to be a part of our communities! 
                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Iôm really looking forward to my Ordination to the Priesthood at the end 
of this month. Everyone is very warmly welcome to this service at 
Durham Cathedral on Saturday 27th June at 4pm! 
 

Please do come along if you can and touch base with a churchwarden 
or the church office if youôre interested in transport so we know 
numbers for hiring a bus.  
 

Iôd very much appreciate your prayers as I enter into my priestly 
ministry here at Stranton and St Lukeôs. I also invite you to pray for my 
colleagues whoôll be ordained this Petertide. Please feel free to pick up 

a copy of my ember card in church. 
 
On Sunday 28th June theyôll be a 10am Joint 
Service at St Lukeôs and BBQ at Stranton 
Vicarage (12.30pm). Itôll be great to welcome 
my previous incumbent, The Revd Canon Eileen 
Harrop, to preach at this special joint service as I 
preside at Holy Communion for the first time. Do 
look out for sign up lists in our churches for the 
BBQ. 
 
Iôm very much looking forward to this very 
special weekend and sharing it with you all.  
 
 

Every blessing,  
Revd Claire 
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From The Home Front 
 

After almost ten weeks away my daughterôs broken foot was finally 
healed, she is walking again without aids and able to manage her own 
home and looking after her children. So, I came home. 
 
Being away for so long I felt a great disconnection with all that has been 
happening in Hartlepool! Despite texts, phone calls, Facetime and emails 
I found it hard to keep track of people and events. My life had taken on 
new enforced parameters, I felt as if God had given me this time and 
opportunity to step away from my busyness - opt out, re-evaluate, listen to 
Him and reprioritise what I was doing and why! 
 
Watching God at work unfurling the splendours of spring in the 
countryside, on the mountains, in the woods, in the fields and gardens 
and on the coastline was awesome and filled my heart with pleasure.   
 

   
 

 
 
God had given me the opportunity in the two very different churches I had 
attended to rest and to seek Him. The first was a Church of Scotland in 
the church hall (as the floor in the church had fallen in and awaiting 
repair), the congregation was welcoming, there was no set liturgy, but 
plenty of Godôs word with sound preaching and lots of quiet sincere 
prayer. Then I went to a very busy Baptist church with a large 
congregation, again welcoming, again no set liturgy, so much fantastic 
praise and worship music and amazing preaching where God spoke 
powerfully in the services and to me. He showed me what I needed to 
step back from (and why) and gave me visions and words for people and 
the way forward in Stranton.  
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He showed me that the time between Ascension Day and Pentecost 
were to be a time of outreach ï then confirmed what I had been told as I 
received Revd Johnôs email about óThy Kingdom Comeô - a time of 
reflection and praying for 5 people in our lives! Following on was a call 
for Stranton folk to have a prayer walk in the parish on May 23rd - 
another charge God had laid on my heart during visits to my alternative 
churches, and once more confirmation é 
 
It has been hard returning after such an unexpected and prolonged 
absence, yet I feel that God was in charge from day one and He has 
taught me to trust in Him completely and not in my own strength; to 
enjoy His visual gifts; to listen for His words and His confirmation plus to 
act on His instructions knowing that His plans are to be followed. Such a 
loving Father who cares so much for each of us that He uses every 
situation to show His love, to help us grow in knowledge and to build our 
trust in Him.  
 
Alleluia, Our God is an awesome God!  
 
J.A.R. 

Sharing your memories  
(900

th
 anniversary ï Memories of the Past  
in Stranton Exhibition) 

 
On Saturday 11th July there will be a Memories of the Past in 
Stranton exhibition in church to coincide with the Tower Abseil 
event.  
 
We'd love to display your memories of Stranton Church for this 
event. Maybe you'd like to put together a display that includes your 
family's memories of Stranton Church? If you'd like to contribute 
memories, feel free to let one of the team know.  
 
Please can we have confirmation of all contributions by Sunday 
14th June. If you've already shared memories with the team, we'll be 
in touch for info to accompany your photos. Thank you, Cheryl, 
Jacqui, Maureen, Revd Claire & Revd John (900th anniversary 
team)  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjEvNa-sc_NAhWmD8AKHcrsBQQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jenningswire.com%2Fmetaphysics%2Fpractical-spirituality%2Faura-colors%2F&bvm=bv.126130881,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCN
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The Ordination and Consecration of  
The Venerable Rick Simpson  
to be Bishop of Durham 
30
th
 April in York Minster 

The Archbishop of York confirmed the election of the Venerable Rick 
Simpson to be Bishop of Durham at York Minster. The service was 
attended by members of Durham cathedral and diocesan clergy and 
laity, plus Bishop Sarah Clarke, formerly Bishop of Jarrow and now 
Bishop of Ely. Bishop Elect Rick will be installed as Bishop in Durham 
Cathedral on June 7th. 
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Ward Jackson CE Primary Update 
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What happens when Love comes to stay? 
 

 
 

Iôm not sure how she got in. I think it was through an open window, but 
she sneaked in and made herself at home. Self-loathing was her name. 
She was a large presence; she filled up most of any space. She would 
show me all my flaws. Telling me I needed to be thinner, younger, fitter.  
Soon, her close relative, óComparisonô, barged her way in. At least she 
sat quietly in a corner most days, but when I let her speak, she had an 
incredibly loud voice. Comparison would let me see how good other 
people were. She would remind me that they wrote better than me. She 
would whisper, ñMaybe you are not good enough?ò 
óJealousyô would peek through the window and rattle the letterbox. I 
remained determined that she would stay locked out. I found her to be 
so intense and ugly that I didnôt want her to get in! 
Another visitor whom I welcomed in, as I thought she would help me find 
favour with God and others, was óStriving.ô She was like a Sergeant 
Major. I became permanently exhausted as I tried to keep up with her 
many demands. 
From morning until night, I would do, do, do, trying to please others and 
hoping I was pleasing God. Striving would make me believe that I was 
not doing enough or was not spiritual enough. I felt like she gave me an 
invisible whip that I would beat myself with daily.  
Then one day, there was a gentle tap on the door. I almost missed it as it 
was so quiet. I walked wearily to the door and opened it; there stood 
Love. 
I was overwhelmed by the light and radiance of his face. I opened the 
door and dumbfoundedly let him in. Love walked in quietly, unlike the 
others. He didnôt take over. He waited to see where I wanted him to be. I 
led him to a seat, and he sat down. I was drawn to his warmth, so I sat 
with him. He took my hand. I felt peace for the first time. The light that 
radiated from him was so bright it penetrated Self-loathing, and I saw 
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her scurrying away. 
Striving quickly tried to hide her face from him, but soon Love won, and 
she left, banging the door behind her. 
Comparison was nowhere to be seen. She mustôve left as soon as Love 
arrived. 
We sat awhile together; there was no need for words. It was like he 
enjoyed my company. I quickly let go of his hand and stood up thinking, 
where are my manners? I should prepare a meal or at least give him a 
drink. He didnôt reach for my hand or tell me to sit back down. Instead, I 
felt such overwhelming love pouring into me that it overtook my need to 
serve him. I turned around and walked towards him. I slumped back 
down, and I leaned against him. 
He smiled at me, wrapped his arms around me and said, ñLet me love 
youò 
I didnôt feel suffocated; I felt safe. 
Now Love lives with me permanently. Heôs an amazing friend, 
counsellor, and protector. 
He sees who comes knocking at my door, and with one look from him, I 
know not to let everyone come in 
Striving is a persistent visitor, trying every which way to get back in. 
Love reminds me of what I was like when she lived with me and not him. 
Every day, living with Love becomes better and betteré 
Iôm so grateful that I didnôt ignore his gentle tapping at my door. 
Ang Hall 
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How do I register as a donor  
with the Parish Giving Scheme? 

 
How can I access the PGS website to make donations to Stranton Church? 
Stranton, All Saints, has its own homepage within the PGS website, which you can 
locate using the web page link or QR code below. This homepage is designed to 
give assurance that donors are linked directly to their intended parish and is the 
starting point for individuals to access online giving. You can also access the web 
page easily by entering the address using a computer or laptop browser. 
 

How can Church Members join PGS? 
As the Parish of All Saints, Stranton is already registered, givers can support its 
mission and ministry financially via PGS 
  
If you already give directly to Stranton Church by bank Standing Order, or loyalty 
scheme envelope, or by cash or card donations as a part of your Sunday offertory, 
you can continue to do so, but we would encourage you to use this now standard 
method to help reduce cost, improve cash flow and ease the burden of local 
administration. 
 

On joining PGS we would appreciate, if you are able, to choose the option for 
annual inflation increase - when the anniversary of a gift through PGS is 
approaching, PGS will calculate the increase based on the most recently published 
monthly consumer price index (CPI). This increase is only applied to givers who 
have óopted inô, and you can choose to opt out or change the amount of your 
planned regular donation at any time, either online or by telephone. 
 

What is the "anonymous" option? 
All information held by PGS and shared by them with the parish treasurer is treated 
as confidential. However, some givers may wish to remain anonymous to their 
parish and church, which means that only the amount of the gift will be available to 
be shared with the parish treasurer.  
 

Can givers choose the day the gift is collected? 
No, all regular giving transactions are processed on the first working day of the 
month.  To enable PGS to run cost effectively and efficiently, one date had to be 
chosen for processing all gifts. The first day of the month was considered an 
appropriate date, based on 1 Corinthians 16:2 (NIV): óOn the first day of each week, 
each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, 
saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made.ô   
 

How often does PGS contact givers? 
Once registered (via online, phone or paper form), givers will receive an initial letter 
confirming their details and welcoming them to PGS. All those who have requested 
to inflate their giving annually will then receive a letter or email one month before 
the anniversary of their first gift informing them of their soon-to-be inflated gift (with 
the option to vary it).  
 

What is Gift Aid? 
Gift Aid is a long-standing charitable tax relief approved by HM Revenue and 
Customs that enables UK taxpayers to increase the value of donations freely made 
to charities by the amount of tax on personal income or capital gains attributable to 
the value of their donations.   
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How do I Communicate and Register with PGS? 
To set up a new regular or one-off gift, youôll need to have to hand your personal 
bank account details (Account Name, six digit Sort Code and eight digit Account 
Number), the name of the Church (Stranton, All Saints), and our unique parish 
code (130613264). 
 

PHONE Simply call PGS on 0333 002 1271, Monday to Friday, 9am - 5pm, and 
provide directly to them all the information they need to complete your Direct Debit 
instruction for you. They will also ask about your preferences for opting in to Gift 
Aid, if you are eligible, and whether you would like to increase your gift annually by 
the rate of inflation.  This call usually takes about 10 minutes to complete. PGS will 
then send you confirmation of your new gift by post or email. 
 

ONLINE The process starts on the unique page accessed by QR code or web 
address (below) that will take you straight to our parish page on the PGS website. 
When you arrive on the page simply click on the óGive nowô button and follow the 
instructions on screen to set up your regular gift. 
 

First, youôll be asked to set up and activate a website account with PGS so that 
you can log-in securely.  You will have a username (email address) and password 
to keep your login details secure. 
 

Next, youôll be guided through a simple form to provide your personal bank details, 
the value and frequency of your gift, choose whether youôd like to add Gift Aid, 
choose to increase your gift annually by the rate of inflation, and decide whether 
you would prefer to give anonymously. 
 

It only takes a few minutes to complete these steps online. Then, youôll be able to 
log-in at any time to review your giving and personal details. 
 

PAPER FORMS - the same information can be entered in a preprinted registration 
form and Direct Debit bank mandate, signed and posted to PGS - available from 
the Treasurer treasurer@stranton-church.org.uk, on request.   
 

Reviewing your gift 
If you already currently give through PGS and wish to review your giving, you can 
do so in the following ways: 
Å Online by setting up an account on the PGS website (see the section below) 
Å Contacting the PGS team by email info@parishgiving.org.uk 
Å Calling PGS by telephone on 0333 002 1260 
Or you can write to PGS directly at: 
Parish Giving Scheme, 76 Kingsholm Road, Gloucester GL1 3BD 
In all communication with PGS, you will need provide your PGS personal 
reference number. This number is located under the address on any written 
correspondence from the PGS team. 
 
Managing your giving online 
One-off giving 
If you receive one off sum such as a legacy, bonus or you simply want to celebrate 
a life event or respond to a specific Church appeal, you can make a one-off gift to 
your parish using a debit or credit card, or Apple or Google Pay, through the PGS 
website.  You will need to advise the Treasurer separately if your one-off gift is 

mailto:treasurer@stranton-church.org.uk
mailto:info@parishgiving.org.uk
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intended to be used for a restricted purpose such as an appeal. 
 
Contact details for PGS 
PGS - Telephone: 0333 002 1260 
email info@parishgiving.org.uk 
All Saints Stranton web landing page for PGS 
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/stranton-all-saints-
hartlepool 
QR Code for Mobile Phone/Tablet access: 

 
Contact web page (for other enquiries) https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/contact 
 
 

 

mailto:info@parishgiving.org.uk
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/stranton-all-saints-hartlepool
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/donors/find-your-parish/stranton-all-saints-hartlepool
https://www.parishgiving.org.uk/contact
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Books of the Bible Quiz 
 

1.  2.   
 
 

3.  4.  
 

5.    6.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.         8.  
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Are you planning a special celebration or party  
and looking for a venue? 

 

Have you thought about  

St Matthew's Community Centre? 
 

We have 2 large halls which can accommodate up to 140 persons 
 as well as 1 large and 2 small kitchens for your catering needs. 

One hall is even big enough to house a bouncy castle ð 
 ideal for children's parties. 

We also have our own private car park and some outdoor space if you fancy  
al fresco fun for your guests. 

 

If you would like further information please call: 
 Trish Playfor (01429 894006)  or 07305 550009  during office hours,  

and we will be happy to help. 
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WƻŀƴƴŀΩǎ tƻƻŎƘƛŜǎ 
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MOVING HOME? 
 

Does your property need an 
 

ENERGY PERFORMANCE 
CERTIFICATE? 

 

Then call Andrew Rogers at 
Energy Education North 
On 07831 314375 

 

energy.education@btconnect.com 
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Bishop David Matonya 
Revd Festo Kanunga (former 
Headteacher of St Johnôs School 
Tanzaania) was sad to announce the 
death of Bishop David Matonya in 
Tanzania. David Matonya was a curate in 
Stranton in the 1990s when Revd 
Stephen Taylor established links with 
Kilimatinde in Tanzania. David was 
furthering his theological studies in 
Durham Diocese and became curate in 
Stranton during his stay. He was a well-
loved member of the clergy and Stranton 
family. On his return to Tanzania the 
Parish strengthened its links with St 
Johnôs School and Hospital as Revd 
Stephen set up the Kilimatinde Trust. 
David became a bishop and was based 
in Dodoma.  

 
We need you at Stanton Fun Day  
Ward Jackson Primary School  

Saturday 4
th
 June 

 
 

Could you volunteer to help us on this great day of fun in the 
community?  

 
We will need help from 9.00am moving tables, erecting gazebos, 
setting up areas, overseeing bouncy castles, serving refreshments 

and many other jobs. 
 

Please contact Revd Claire, Revd John, Maureen Anderson,  
Jacqui Rogers or Cheryl Mills.  
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What if those nations Great Britain Colonised  
decided to Colonise Great Britain? 


